
“Trouble in the Timeline” 
2 Thessalonians 2:1‐12 
We have had a lot of focus on the testimony part of “Your Testimony in the Timeline” 
That is because the primary purpose of Thessalonians is to increase faith hope love and 
godly living. However, we now take a closer look at the timeline itself. What are some of 
the events that the world will see during the time called the Day of the Lord? 

Paul’s reason for writing this chapter – The Thessalonians had some false information and 
thought they missed the rapture! They were shaken and troubled because they believed 
they were in the terrible judgments of the day of the Lord (AKA the Great Tribulation)!  

“Unlike much contemporary teaching on eschatology, Paul’s motive was not sensational 
but pastoral. His goal was not to gratify curiosity about the end times but to comfort 
confused Christians. Therefore, he limited his instruction to what was necessary to 
correct the error that robbed them of their joy, hope, and peace.” ‐ JMAC 

1. THE RAPTURE – DID WE MISS IT? (2 THESSALONIANS 2:1) 

A. The “rapture” is the catching away of the Church to meet the Lord in 
the air. (Read: 1 Thes. 4:13-18) 

i. John 14:1–4 1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, 
believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 
you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And where I 
go you know, and the way you know.”  

2. THE DAY OF THE LORD – ARE WE IN IT? (2:2-3) 

A. The Day of the Lord is a time of judgment on a Christ rejecting 
world. (see chapter 1)  

i. 2 Peter 3:10 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works 
that are in it will be burned up.  

ii. 1 Thessalonians 5:2–3 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the 
day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say, 
“Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as 
labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.  

iii. Zephaniah 1:14–15 14 The great day of the Lord is near; It is near and 
hastens quickly. The noise of the day of the Lord is bitter; There the 
mighty men shall cry out. 15 That day is a day of wrath, A day of 
trouble and distress, A day of devastation and desolation, A day of 
darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness, 

B. Before the great tribulation judgment two things must happen: 
Falling Away, and Antichrist revealed (Verse 3) 



i. Matthew 24:15–16, 21 15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination 
of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy 
place” (whoever reads, let him understand), 16 “then let those who are 
in Judea flee to the mountains… 21 For then there will be great 
tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world 
until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

3. THE FALLING AWAY – DO WE SEE IT? (2:3) 

A. The basic meaning of apostasia (apostasy) is “revolt,” or 
“rebellion.” 

B. There has always been falling away from the faith in general, but the 
last days will be marked by a significant rebellion against God. 

i. 2 Timothy 3:1–5,13 1 But know this, that in the last days perilous 
times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-
control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, 
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of 
godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 
…13 But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving 
and being deceived.  

ii. 1 Timothy 4:1 1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times 
some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and 
doctrines of demons,  

4. THE ANTICHRIST – WHAT WILL HE DO? (2 THESSALONIANS 2:3-4,812) 

A. His Name – “Man of sin”(vs.3), “Son of perdition”(vs.3), “Lawless 
one”(vs.8), “Antichrist”(1Jn.2:18), “Little horn” (Dan.7:8), “Beast” 
(Rev.13) 

i. 1 John 2:18 18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have 
heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have 
come, by which we know that it is the last hour.  

ii. WHO? Antiochus, Nero, Domitian, Stalin, Hitler, Pope, Trump,…the 
embodiment of evil. 

B. His Ambition – to replace God (Verse 4) 

i. Isaiah 14:13–14 13 For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on 
the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north; 14 I 
will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most 
High.’  

ii. Revelation 13:4–6 4 So they worshiped the dragon who gave 
authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is 
like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?” 5 And he was 
given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was 
given authority to continue for forty-two months. 6 Then he opened 
his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His 
tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven.  



iii. Daniel 9:27 27 Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one 
week; But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice 
and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who 
makes desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, 
Is poured out on the desolate.”  

C. His Power – Satanic deception (Verses 9-12) 

i. Matthew 24:3–4 3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these 
things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end 
of the age?” 4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that 
no one deceives you. 

ii. Matthew 24:24 24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and 
show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 

D. His Future – Lake of fire (Verse 8) 
i. Revelation 19:20 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the 

false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he 
deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who 
worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire 
burning with brimstone.  

ii. Revelation 20:10 10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the 
lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. 
And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  

E. A LOT IS UNKNOWN.  (Verse 5 [and vs. 2]) 
i. Don’t believe every prophecy “expert” on YouTube 

5. THE RESTRAINER – HOW IS GOD INVOLVED? (2 THESSALONIANS 2:6-
7) 
A. What/Who else has the power to hold back Satan, evil, the antichrist, 

and world wide rebellion? The Holy Spirit in the Church. 

i. 1 John 4:4 4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, 
because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.  

B. The world will get worse and worse but there will also be dramatic 
Spirit filled revival. 
i. Matthew 24:12–14 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love 

of many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be 
saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the 
world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.  

ii. Acts 2:17–21 17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, 
That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your 
old men shall dream dreams. 18 And on My menservants and on My 
maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall 
prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in heaven above And signs in the 
earth beneath: Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 20 The sun shall 
be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming 
of the great and awesome day of the Lord. 21 And it shall come to 
pass That whoever calls on the name of the Lord Shall be saved.’  



iii. Romans 11:25–27 25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be 
ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, 
that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the 
Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is 
written: “The Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob; 27 For this is My covenant with them, When I 
take away their sins.”  

 

More information and timeline of end time events 
https://alwaysbeready.com/prophecy/ 

 


