
“Encouragement for the End” 

1 Thessalonians 4:13‐18 

The Thessalonians were new believers and therefore did not understand many things 

about their death, their resurrection, or the return of Christ.  

This part of the letter is often studied theologically and doctrinally concerning the rapture 

and end time events, but Paul wrote it pastorally. Not just doctrinal and theological, but 

pastoral and practical. 

Life is short. Encouragement is real. 

James 4:13–14 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and 

such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; 14 whereas you do not 

know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears 

for a little time and then vanishes away.  

This is a passage of Scripture that will give us encouragement for the end. 

1. IGNORANCE IS THE ENEMY OF ENCOURAGEMENT. (1 

THESSALONIANS 4:13) 

A. God doesn’t want us to be ignorant of His Word. 

i. Acts 5:20 20 “Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the 

words of this life.”  

ii. "Involuntary ignorance is not charged against you as a fault; but your 

fault is this---you neglect to inquire into the things you are ignorant 

of." – Augustine 

iii. “There are none so blind as those who refuse to see” 

B. There are things we may not like to hear, but we need to know 

anyway. 

i. “Ignorance is bliss” NO. If I close my eyes they can’t see me? 

ii. Acts 17:30–31 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but 

now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has 

appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by 



the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to 

all by raising Him from the dead.”  

2. BE ENCOURAGED BECAUSE DEATH IS NOT THE END. (1 

THESSALONIANS 4:13-14) 

A. For Christians, death is like sleeping. (Verse 13,14,15) 

i. John 11:11–13 11 These things He said, and after that He said to 

them, “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up.” 12 

Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he sleeps he will get well.” 13 

However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was 

speaking about taking rest in sleep. 

ii. Luke 8:52–54 52 Now all wept and mourned for her; but He said, “Do 

not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping.” 53 And they ridiculed Him, 

knowing that she was dead. 54 But He put them all outside, took her 

by the hand and called, saying, “Little girl, arise.”  

iii. John 11:25–26 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 

life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And 

whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe 

this?”  

B. We are not like those who have no hope (Verse 13) 

i. "The sun can set and rise again; but once our brief light sets, there is 

one unending night to be slept through." (from the Roman poet 

Catullus) "Hopes are for the living; the dead are without hope." (from 

the Greek poet Theocritus)  

ii. “People fear death even more than pain. It’s strange that they fear 

death. Life hurts a lot more than death. At the point of death, the pain 

is over. Yeah, I guess it is a friend.” – Jim Morrison (dead at 27, 

heroin) 

iii. When John Owen, the great Puritan, lay on his death bed his 

secretary wrote (in his name) to a friend, "I am still in the land of the 

living." "Stop," said Owen. "Change that and say, 'I am yet in the land 

of the dying, but I hope soon to be in the land of the living.' 

C. Because Jesus “died” (not slept) and rose again. (Verse 14) 

i. Revelation 1:18 18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I 

am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of 

Death.  

ii. Hebrews 2:14–15 14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of 

flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through 



death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the 

devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their 

lifetime subject to bondage.  

3. BE ENCOURAGED BECAUSE JESUS IS COMING BACK. (1 

THESSALONIANS 4:14-17) 

A. His return means a RECONNECTION – the souls of Christians who 

have died will come with Him (Verses 14-15) 

i. 2 Corinthians 5:6–8 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while 

we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we 

walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased 

rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord. 

ii. See your loved ones. 10 year challenge lol 

B. His return means a RESURRECTION – The bodies of Christians who 

have died will be resurrected, and those alive will be transformed 

(Verse 16) 

i. John 5:25 25 Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and 

now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and 

those who hear will live. 

ii. 1 Corinthians 15:51–53 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not 

all sleep, but we shall all be changed—52 in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 

and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put 

on immortality. 

i. Philippians 3:20–21 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we 

also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will 

transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious 

body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue 

all things to Himself.  

B. His return means a RAPTURE “caught up” “rapturo” “harpazo” 

(Verse 17) 

i. 1) To seize, carry off by force 2) To seize on, claim for one’s self 

eagerly 3) To snatch out or away 

ii. John 14:1–3 1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, 

believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it 

were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 



And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 

you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.  

2. BE ENCOURAGED BECAUSE YOU CAN FIND HOPE AND COMFORT IN 

THE BIBLE. (1 THESSALONIANS 4:18) 

A. We look everywhere else except here in God’s word. 

i. Romans 15:4 4 For whatever things were written before were written 

for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 

Scriptures might have hope. 

ii. Titus 2:13 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of 

our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 

iii. Acts 1:11 11 who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing 

up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into 

heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” 

Click here to see how many people are dying right now: 

https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/ 

 

Growth Group Discussion Questions: 

 Death is as certain as life, and ten out of ten people die. How do we as 

Christians differ from the rest of the world when it comes to belief about life 

after death? 

 The Bible teaches that we will have a resurrection body. In what ways do you 

think our new body will differ from the old one? How will be similar? (Read 1 

Corinthians 15:35-58 ahead of time for more on the resurrection) 

 When you hear someone preaching on the street that, “The end is near!” we 

often think of them as extreme and sometimes crazy. But, how should we 

practically share the message of “the end is near” in a way that will be 

received? Is it possible? 

 There are many popular books, novels, sermons, and movies on the subject of 

the rapture. Yet, many Christians differ on when the rapture will take place, 

and even if there will be a rapture at all. How important do you think this belief 

is, and how dogmatic should we be on this and other end times events? 

 What do you think is the best response to the knowledge that Jesus could 

come back at any time? In other words, what should Jesus’ return motivate us 

to do practically? 



 


