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† HOME SERVICE OF WORD AND PRAYER † 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 6, 2020 

 

PRELUDE         Aria in F Major         G. F. Handel 
 

 

INVOCATION and CONFESSION 
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sins to God, our merciful Father. 

C      Almighty God, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We have turned 
away from each other in our thinking, speaking, and doing. We 

have done the evil You forbid and have not done the good You 
demand. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us all that is past, and with the power of the 
Holy Spirit, move us to serve You faithfully. Amen. 

P God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who repent and turn to Him. 
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be 

praised. 
C Blessing and honor and glory and power be unto our God, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: 

C God of love, through Your Son You have commanded us to love one 
another. By Your Word and Spirit, lead us to acknowledge and 

confess our sins, that we may receive Your forgiveness, be 
reconciled to one another, and serve You with a quiet mind; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN         Beautiful Savior 
Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I’d love Thee, truly I’d serve Thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, bright the sparkling stars on high; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels in the sky. 

 
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration now and forevermore be Thine! 
 

 
EPISTLE                 Romans 13:8-14 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You 

shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other 

commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 

believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, 

not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
RESPONSORY  

P Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C pray in the Holy Spirit. 
P Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 20-21) 
P If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 

C Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become 
new! (2 Cor. 5:17) 

 
 

GOSPEL (Congregation rising)          Matthew 18:15-20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, 
go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens 

to you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or 

two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence 
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of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be 

to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you 
ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are 

gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 
SERMON              Rev. Scott Geminn 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell.  

 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven, 

 and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

P Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 

 
P Unite Your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and 

reconciliation. Bless the cooperative work of churches in our district and 
community. Strengthen our partnerships to serve in Your name. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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P Protect Your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what You 
have entrusted to our care. Renew and enliven places suffering from 

drought, flood, storms, or pollution. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

 
P Turn nations and leaders from ways that cause suffering and death. Shape 

new paths toward peace and cooperation, teaching us to recognize one 
another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, judges, and police to 

protect the well-being of all. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

 
P Tend to all in need of Your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting 

justice and those yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely 
and neighbors to the isolated. Shelter all who are vulnerable in body, mind, 

or spirit, especially all on our prayer line and those we remember before 

You now (pause). Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

 
P Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Help us 

to love our neighbors in and through our labors. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

 
P We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. Equip us 

with Your protection and power until we see Your day of salvation and join 
them in heavenly light. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P All these things and whatever else You see that we need, we entrust to 
Your tender care; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN            Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace 

Lord of all nations, grant me grace to love all people, ev’ry race; 
and in each person may I see my kindred, loved, redeemed by Thee. 

 
Break down the wall that would divide Thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side. 

My neighbor’s good let me pursue; let Christian love bind warm and true. 
 

With Thine own love may I be filled and by Thy Holy Spirit willed, 

that all I touch, where’er I be, may be divinely touched by Thee. 
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BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C      Amen. 

P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

POSTLUDE     Voluntary in D Major      J. K. F. Fischer 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 
 

Special thanks to our participants in today’s service: 

Lector  Larry Cosentino 
Organist  Kevin Warnken 
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