
† GOOD FRIDAY HOME SERVICE † 
April 2, 2021 

 
 

PRELUDE          Go to Dark Gethsemane          Wilbur Held 
 

GREETING and OPENING PRAYER 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
P Let us pray: 

C Almighty God, look with loving mercy on this Your family, for whom 
our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to 

the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN        O Dearest Jesus 
O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken 

that such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken? 
Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession, what dark transgression? 

 
They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee; 

with cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee; 

they give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee; they crucify Thee. 
 

RESPONSORY (based on Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53) 
P My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?  Why are You so far from 

saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? 
C O my God, I cry out by day, but You do not answer, by night, and 

am not silent. 
P Yet You are enthroned as the Holy One; You are the praise of Israel. 

C In You our fathers put their trust; they trusted and You delivered 
them. 

P Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 
C I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. 

P My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me. You lay me in 
the dust of death. 

C But You, O Lord, be not far off; O my Strength, come quickly to help 

me. 
P He was despised and rejected by the people, a man of sorrows, and familiar 

with suffering. 
C Like one from whom people hide their faces, He was despised, and 

we esteemed Him not. 
P Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, 

C yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and 
afflicted. 
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P But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 

iniquities;  
C the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His 

wounds we are healed. 
 

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. MARK        Mark 15:1-39 
 

Passion Part I 
1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders 

and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed 
him over to Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He 

answered him, “You say so.” 3Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 
4Pilate asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring 

against you.” 5But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 
6Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom 

they asked. 7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had 

committed murder during the insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to ask 
Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 9Then he answered them, “Do you 

want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 10For he realized that it was 
out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. 11But the chief priests 

stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate 
spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the 

King of the Jews?” 13They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14Pilate asked them, 
“Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” 15So 

Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after 
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

 
HYMN           My Song is Love Unknown 

My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me, 
love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

 
He came from His blest throne salvation to bestow; 

but men made strange, and none the longed-for Christ would know. 
But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, who at my need His life did spend! 

 
Passion Part II 
16Then the soldiers led Jesus into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the 
governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17And they 

clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they 
put it on him. 18And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19They 

struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 
20After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 

clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 21They compelled a 
passerby, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon 

of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus to the 

place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him 
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wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him, and 

divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 
25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The inscription of 

the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27And with him they 
crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. 29Those who passed by 

derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, 30save yourself, and come down from the 

cross!” 31In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also 
mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save 

himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so 
that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted 

him. 
 

HYMN            Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted 
Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, see Him dying on the tree! 

’Tis the Christ, by man rejected; yes, my soul, ’tis He, ’tis He! 

’Tis the long-expected Prophet, David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 
proofs I see sufficient of it:  ’Tis the true and faithful Word. 

 
Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning, was there ever grief like His? 

Friends through fear His cause disowning, foes insulting His distress; 
many hands were raised to wound Him, none would intervene to save; 

but the deepest stroke that pierced Him was the stroke that justice gave. 
 

Passion Part III 
33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon. 34At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for 
Elijah.” 36And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and 

gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take 

him down.” 37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain 
of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the centurion, 

who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly 
this man was God’s Son!” 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN             O Sacred Head Now Wounded 
O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 

now scornfully surrounded with thorns, Thine only crown. 
O sacred Head, what glory, what bliss, till now was Thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call Thee mine. 
 

SERMON              Rev. Scott Geminn 
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THE BIDDING PRAYER 

P We pray for the church:  Almighty and eternal God, You have shown Your 
glory to all nations in Jesus Christ. By Your Holy Spirit guide the church and 

gather it throughout the world. Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim Your 
name, and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people. Hear us, 

O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 

 
P We pray for all the people of God:  Strengthen and uphold our pastors and 

lay leaders. Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church, and 
help each of us in our various vocations to do faithfully the work to which 

You have called us. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 

 
P We pray for those who do not yet believe: You created humanity so that all 

may long to know You and find peace in You. Grant that all people may 

recognize the signs of Your love and grace in the world and in the lives of 
Your faithful followers. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

P We pray for those who serve in public office:  In Your goodness, give 
wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, 

freedom, and a share in the goodness of Your creation. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 

 
P We pray for those in need: You give strength to the weary and new 

courage to those who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, 
give safety to travelers, and deliver us from hunger and disease. Hear the 

prayers of all who call on You, that they may have the joy of receiving Your 
help in their time of need. We lift up especially all on our prayer line and 

those we remember before You now...(PAUSE). Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, who taught us to pray: 

 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

HANDBELL HYMN MEDITATION 
 What Wondrous Love is This      Arnold Sherman 
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THE SEVEN LAST WORDS FROM THE CROSS 

L You have heard that it was said, “Love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.” But I tell you:  Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven. (Matt. 

5:43-45) 

 
P Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. 

 
+ + + + + + + + + + + 

 
L He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 

him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which 
is in the paradise of God. (Revelation 2:7) 

 
P Today, you will be with me in paradise. 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 
 

L For this is what the Lord says:  I will extend peace to her like a river, and 
the wealth of nations like a flooding stream...As a mother comforts her 

child, so will I comfort you. (Isaiah 66:12-13) 
 

P Woman, behold your son...son, behold your mother. 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 
 

L Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have 
pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones; people stare and 

gloat over me. They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my 
clothing. (Psalm 22:16-18) 

 

P Eloi, eloi, lama sabachthani?...My God, my God, why have You forsaken 
me? 

 
+ + + + + + + + + + + 

 
L You know how I am scorned, disgraced and shamed; all my enemies are 

before You. Scorn has broken my heart and has left me helpless; I looked 
for sympathy, but there was none, for comforters, but I found none. They 

put gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my thirst. (Psalm 69:18-21) 
 

P I thirst. 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 
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L Father, the time has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son may glorify 

You. For You granted Him authority over all people that He might give 
eternal life to all those You have given Him. Now this is eternal life:  that 

they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have 
sent. I have brought You glory on earth by completing the work You gave 

me to do. (John 17:1-4) 
 

P It is finished. 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 
 

L In You, O Lord, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver 
me in Your righteousness.  Turn Your ear to me, come quickly to my 

rescue; be my rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me....  Into Your 
hands I commit my spirit; redeem me, O Lord, the God of truth. (Psalm 

31:1-2, 5) 

 
P Father, into Your hands I commend my spirit. 

 
+ + + + + + + + + + + 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 

P Lord Jesus, You carried our sins in Your own body on the tree so that we 
might have life. May we, and all who remember this day, find new life in 

You, now and in the world to come, where You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.   
 

CLOSING OF THE BOOK OF LIFE 
 

REMOVAL OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

 
SOLO         Were You There    - Traditional Spiritual 

 
TOLLING OF THE BELL 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Special thanks to our worship assistants: 

Passion Narrators  Chris and Joshua Gleason 
Soloist    Lorelei Heath 
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