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Welcome to
Christ Community Church

For God's glory, to make and deploy mature
and equipped disciples of Jesus Christ.

Whether you are a visitor or a member, it is a joy to worship our Lord Jesus
Christ with you this morning. Please consider participating in our Discipleship
Hour and Community Groups throughout the week as well.

We believe it is right and good for children of all ages to be with the adult com-
munity in worship. Please do not hesitate to keep your child with you. Howev-
er, we do offer Children’s Church for 3-5 yr. olds. Those children participating
can be dismissed to the children’s wing during the song prior to the sermon.

Because we live in a fallen, broken, sinful world, we can come to Sunday morn-
ing worship at times with hearts weighed down with burdens, struggles and
concerns. Itis not God's will that we shoulder these burdens and concerns
alone. Each Sunday immediately following the worship service, there are peo-
ple at the right front of the church who stand ready to listen to your concerns
and to pray with you. So, whatever your concern, no matter how big or small,
feel free to come, to share and to be prayed for.

Prepare yourself now for the highest calling of the people of God which is the
worship of God in spirit and in truth. (John 4:24)

Building Attendant for today: Andrew Woodford

Cover artwork by Faith Wheeler



Reflections

CS Lewis: “If we find ourselves with a desire that nothing in this world can satisfy, the
most probable explanation is that we were made for another world.”

Psalm 42:1-2: As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God.2
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

CS Lewis: “It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak.
We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when
infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a
slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We
are far too easily pleased.”

Matthew 11:28: “Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy laden and I will give you
rest.”

Calvin: Every person, therefore, on coming to the knowledge of himself, is not only
urged to seek God, but is also led as by the hand to find him.



Order of Worship

Welcome & Announcements
Update from Wofford College RUF Rev. Coleman Greene
Hearing from the Savior

§ Call to Worship Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; [ shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me
beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's
sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, [ will fear no evil for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the pres-
ence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mer-
cy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Responding to the Savior
§ Prayer of Invocation

§ Songs of Praise Come, Thou Fount
Come, Thou fount of ev’'ry blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer hither by Thy help I'm come.

And I hope by Thy good pleasure safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger wandering from the fold of God.
He to rescue me from danger interposed His precious blood.

O to grace, how great a debtor, daily I'm constrained to be.

Let thy goodness like a fetter bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above.



Be Thou My Vision
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my True Word;
I ever with Thee, and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my Great Father, I Thy True Son,

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

Riches [ heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always;
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,

High King of heaven, my Treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,

May I reach heaven'’s joys, O bright heav’'ns Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

§ Corporate Confession of Sin from The Valley of Vision
0 God Most High, Most Glorious, I come to thee as a sinner with cares and sorrows, to leave every
concern entirely to thee, every sin calling for Christ’s precious blood; Revive deep spirituality in
my heart; let me live near to the great Shepherd, hear His voice, know its tones, follow its calls.
Keep me from deception by causing me to abide in the truth, from harm by helping me to walk in
the power of the Spirit. Lord, help me, for I am often lukewarm and chilled in my soul; unbelief
mars my confidence, sin makes me forget thee. Let the weeds that grow in my soul be cut at their
roots; grant me to know that I truly live only when I live to thee, and that all else is trifling. Abide
in me, gracious God. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Hearing from the Savior

§ Assurance of Pardon Psalm 16:11
You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right
hand are pleasures forevermore.

Responding to the Savior

Tithes & Generous Giving
Three ways to give: the Giving Box, online through the website, or mail to the church at PO Box 80787, Simpsonville, SC 29680



Prayers of the Church
Joel and Latifahia Brown with RUF at South Carolina State University

Hearing from the Savior

0ld Testament Scripture Reading Genesis 22:9-19
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid
the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of the Lord
called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here [ am.” He said, “Do
not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing
you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went
and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the
name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it
shall be provided.” And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven and
said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not with-
held your son, your only son, [ will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as
the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the
gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because
you have obeyed my voice.” So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went
together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba.

Responding to the Savior

§ Song of Preparation* Behold Our God

*Parents who desire may bring their 3-5 yr. olds to the children’s wing for Children’s Church.

Who has held the oceans in His hands?
Who has numbered every grain of sand?
Kings and nations tremble at His voice.
All creation rises to rejoice.

Chorus: Behold our God seated on His throne,
Come let us adore Him.
Behold our King nothing can compare,
Come let us adore Him.

Who has given counsel to the Lord?

Who can question any of His words?

Who can teach the One who knows all things?
Who can fathom all His wondrous deeds?
Chorus



Who has felt the nails upon His hands,
Bearing all the guilt of sinful man?
God eternal humbled to the grave.
Jesus Savior risen now to reign.
Chorus

Bridge (4x): You will reign forever (Let Your glory fill the earth)
Chorus

Hearing from the Savior

Sermon Text Philippians 4:10-20
10] rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were
indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11 Not that [ am speaking of being in need, for I
have learned, in whatever situation I am, to be content. 2] know how to be brought low, and I know
how to abound. In any and every circumstance, | have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger,
abundance and need. 131 can do all things through him who strengthens me.

14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 1> And you Philippians yourselves know that in the be-
ginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving
and receiving, except you only. 16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and
again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but [ seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 181 have received full
payment, and more. | am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fra-
grant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 1° And my God will supply every need of
yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Preaching of the Word Rev. Coleman Greene

“How to Be Content”

Week after week we proclaim the Bible because we are convinced it is the inspired, infallible, and inerrant Word of God. That
means that it comes to us from God, so it is true in everything that it claims. Therefore, you can trust it with all of your heart
and it will not let you down.

Responding to the Savior

§ Song of Response In Christ Alone
In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song;
This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease.
My comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand.



In Christ alone, who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless Babe!

This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save.
‘Til on the cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied.

For ev'ry sin on Him was laid; Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain;
Then, bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory, Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me;

For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the pow’r of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand;
‘til He returns or calls me home, here in the pow’r of Christ I'll stand!

Hearing from the Savior

§ Benediction Ephesians 3:20-21

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to
the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.

If you have a need or would like to find out more about the Gospel, the Post Worship Team stands ready to meet with you and
pray. Simply make your way to the front right-hand side of the sanctuary after the Benediction, and a team member will be
there to meet with you.



Space for Notes:



Questions for Families and Community Groups

How to Be Content - Philippians 4:10-20

1. For children:

a. How do you feel when you get what you want?

b. How do you feel when you don’t get what you want?

2. What can we learn from the Philippians’ generosity to Paul? What is Paul’s response to their gen-
erosity?

3. Accomplished chef Dan Barber says, “Isn’t all of life trying to fill one void after another?” Do you
agree or disagree that life sometimes feels like this? What are ways that you try to “fill the
void”?

4. How does our culture today define “contentment?” What are some of the “things” that would
make a person content or satisfied with their life?

5. According to Paul, what is the “secret of contentment?” (see 4:13)?

6. What is a disappointment or longing that you are currently trying to trust Jesus with? In the
midst of that disappointment or longing, what difference does it make that you are “in Christ”?

7. How are ways that we as a church family can help each other be satisfied in the finished work
and love of Jesus?



Why Do We Do That? Reading of Scripture

Of all the elements of worship taught in the Bible, none is more frequently encouraged, demonstrated, or com-
manded than the public reading of Scripture. As early as the book of Exodus, we find Moses taking the book of
the Covenant and reading it to the people (Exodus 24). The books of Deuteronomy and Joshua also record that
the spiritual life of God’s people revolved around the public reading of God’s law. It's important to note that
when the children of Israel departed from God’s ways, and they did so with alarming regularity, they always
departed from God’s Word. When they returned to the Lord, they always returned to His Word. This is a con-
nection that we ignore at our own peril.

One of the most poignant stories of the Old Testament is found in II Kings 22 (and again in II Chronicles 34),
where the young king Josiah led the people back to the Lord by publicly reading to them the dust-covered,
long misplaced book of the law. He read it aloud with a repentant heart before all the people, great and small,
and wonder of wonders - a revival broke out! “And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant
of God, the God of their fathers” (II Chronicles 34:32).

In the early church, the reading of Scripture, which included the Old Testament and the letters sent by the
Apostles, was of the utmost importance. So much so that Paul’s directions to his young pastor friend, Timothy,
included, “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching” (I Timo-
thy 4:13). To the Thessalonians he wrote, “I put you under oath before the Lord to have this letter read to all
the brothers” (I Thessalonians 5:27).

But why is it so important that God’s Word be read in worship?

Hebrews 4:12 sums it up: “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart.” Even if all the other elements of worship are missing, if there is none to preach or
sing, still God’s Word can be read, and the Spirit will work through the living and powerful Word.

At Christ Community Church, we give earnest attention to the reading and preaching of both the Old and New
Testaments. Why both? “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work” (Il Timothy 3:16-17). This is the basis of the Reformed view that the Old and New Testa-
ments form a unified and complementary whole, not two independent revelations.

In the fifth century, Augustine wrote that “the New Testament lies hidden in the Old, and the Old Testament is
unveiled in the New.” How true! And how fruitful our reading of God’s Word is, both in public and in private,

when we embrace this reality.

Taken with permission from Christ Church Presbyterian, Evans, GA.



Mark your calendars:

November

e 23: Wofford RUF Pastor, Coleman Greene, guest speaker

e 24 & 25: Decorate the church for the holidays!, 9am - noon

December

e 6:Cocoa & Carols
e 7: Meet the Nominees, 9:30am, Joint ADS class in the sanctuary

e 9:Women's Ministry Christmas Gathering, 6pm

e 14: Congregational Meeting, 9:30am, Joint ADS class in sanctuary
e Election of officers
e  Church-life update

e 21:No ADS

e  24: Christmas Eve Service, 6pm

e 28:NoADS

More information can be found in the Update, on the app, and/or website.

*

The first Sunday of each month we take a collection of personal care items for the Center for
Community Services. Items can be placed in the wagon located next to the Information Desk in
the foyer.

Members can pick up a monthly giving report summary in the Deacons’ office.

Church office: 864.967.2815

Staff

Paul Sanders, Senior Pastor 864.431.6688 Rachel Beeson, Dir. of Children’s Ministry =~ 864.617.6768
Jonathan Williams, Ass’t. Pastor/Discipleship ~ 803.629.2952 Felicia Liddell, Dir. of Assimilation 813.335.7320
Ben Clarke, Assistant Pastor/Youth 770.328.6363 Kim Wallace, Dir. of Women’s Ministry 864.981.2449

Jim Perry, Church Administrator 864.449.5609
Joanne Heiser, Admin. Assistant 864.593.2424

Steve Britton, Clerk of Session 864.277.9248
Robbie McCoy, Chair of Diaconate  707.499.1560

PO Box 80787 | Simpsonville, SC 29680 | 864.967.2815
www.christcommunitychurchonline.org




