
George: Hi, I’m George Luke, and welcome to  
Latin Link On Location. This is the podcast that 
takes you right into the heart of what Latin Link 
members are doing, both in Latin America and 
around the world. 

On this podcast we get to meet some Latin Link 
members based in Mexico and Peru. We hope  
you find what they have to say informative and 
inspiring.

This is Latin Link On Location and we are in Mexico 
with Joel Gonzalez and Mayra Gomez. Joel and 
Mayra are based in the town of Puebla, about 100 
kilometres south-east of Mexico City.

Joel: When we decided to go out to do 
mission again, this time we decided to go to 
Latin America. We went for a place that would 
be geographically located close enough to 
Honduras, where Mayra is from, and maybe 
close to Cuba, where I am from. As well, 
considering the cultural factors, in order not to 
undergo a cultural shock as we were expecting 
at the beginning. 

And also the religious need: although Mexico 
has a high rate of Catholicism – nearly 80 per 
cent of the population adheres to Roman 
Catholicism – the type of Christianity they 
have here is very syncretistic, and again we 
were asked to collaborate with the Protestant 
churches and evangelical churches. That’s why 
we came to Mexico, to help empower the local 
churches in theological education.

Mayra: Also Mexico has the potential of teach-
ing missionaries and sending missionaries to Latin 
America and the world because there are a lot 
of languages spoken here – native languages…
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Joel: Over 73…

Mayra: … 73 or 74 languages, and Spanish is 
just the mother tongue after the conquerors 
came. They have around 72 or 73 indigenous 
languages. They are willing to learn other 
languages – they have some skills about that, 
but also you have a huge population of about 
120 million, even though they say it is around  
112 million. 

Joel: We arrived in Mexico in the summer of 
2014, with a view to starting the collaboration 
with a Bible seminary in Puebla. We came to 
Puebla to work in the field of theological 
education, so for the first one and a half years 
we began a collaboration with this Bible college. 
We completed that period nearly a year ago, 
and began to work with several local churches 
here in town and elsewhere in Mexico, taking 
theological education to local churches.

So at the moment we are collaborating with, we 
are helping two churches here in town in Puebla, 
one church in the south and another big church 
in the city centre somewhere around, and we 
are also collaborating with a big church in 
Ixtapaluca, which is a neighbourhood, a 
municipality from the state of Mexico.

Mayra: At the same time our main task has been 
teaching and lecturing, but also we have been 
involved in preaching sometimes, and giving 
counselling. But the main focus has been 
theological education.

George: Joel and Mayra were initially in Mexico 
on a Stride placement. In July they became Stay 
members. They have quite a lot of plans for their  
future work, and a few things they would like    
people to pray about.

Joel: Our future plans are to establish a 
theological school, a kind of theological         



college, here in Mexico. The tentative name that 
we have given to that institution is ETAT, which in 
Spanish is Escuela Trinitaria Azteca de Teología. 
In English it is the Aztec Trinity School of Theology.

The idea is to prepare pastors and chaplains 
for the churches in Mexico, but also to train lay 
leaders and missionaries, both for Mexico and 
abroad.

Mayra: Regarding Latin Link, we are the first  
family that is here with a Stay project, which is 
more than two years. But we are looking forward 
to establishing a team, and for that purpose we 
need six people that need to be based here for 
more than two years. 

So Latin Link has big dreams, and we pray 
that those dreams are not just our dreams but 
God’s dreams, and he will bring the necessary 
people to help and also to learn from this 
beautiful country.

Joel: We are in need of missionaries, trained 
biblically, theologically, in mission studies, but 
also in other professional disciplines – education, 
business administration, languages and the like – 
in order to start running this school.

Mayra: IT, admin, and also people that would 
like to be involved in social work. 

George: This is Latin Link On Location. And now, 
let’s meet two Striders based in Peru.

Tom: Hi, we’re Tom and Catherine Wilmot, and 
we are from Reading in England. We’re currently 
on a Stride placement in Lima, the capital of 
Peru.

Lima is a vast, sprawling city on the coast of 
Peru, that has about a third of Peru’s population. 
Because of that it is very, very busy. It’s noisy, it’s 
polluted, there’s constant development and 
construction both upwards in the centre and 
outwards. Much of the year it can be very grey 
here, because of the coastal climate, but we 
have a fantastic summer with beautiful blue 
skies. But it’s also a really atmospheric and 
vibrant place, and it’s full of life and colour, 
which is inevitable when you have got ten      
million people living in one location.

So in Tablada, we are working with a church 
called Luz y Esperanza (Light and Hope), which 
was started by Latin Link member Margaret 
Saunderson over 25 years ago now. 

We’re involved in a number of ways, supporting 
the day-to-day life of the church, attending the 
services and weekly prayer meetings, as well 
as being involved in the children’s ministry, the 
youth work, and small-group discipleship.

A huge problem for the kids and young 
people in Tablada and in areas where their 
parents really need work and so work becomes 
a real priority when they have it, is that they end 
up being left at home. And so there’s a real 
need for loving the kids, entertaining the kids, 
and providing a safe place for them at times.

On Saturday mornings we have a kids’ club – 
almost like a Sunday school, but on Saturday. 
And what we find is that a lot of the kids who 
come to that, the old ones will be responsible 
for their younger brothers or sisters. But the older 
ones might be six, seven or eight years old, and 
they’re bringing their one-year-old brother or 
sister along. That can be really hard to see. It 
can be really hard to work with, because we 
don’t necessarily have the materials for a 
nursery, which is what they need. But they can’t 
be left at home because mum and dad are 
both out working. We have these really young 
kids who come along, we love them and we 
entertain them, and it means they have a safe 
place for half the day and can play and enjoy 
themselves before going home.

Catherine: We normally give them a snack     
and something to drink as well. So as part of 
the Sunday school or kids’ club, or however you 
want to call it, they have games, they split into 
their classes, they have a Bible story, they 
normally do a craft or something interactive, 
they have something to eat and drink as well, 
which helps to supplement what they might get 
at home.

Tom: Alongside the work that we do at La      
Tablada, Catherine dedicates around half of her 
time to a prison ministry serving English-speaking 
foreign women who are either incarcerated or 
on parole in Lima.

Catherine: So, each Wednesday, the prison 
ministry team visit ladies in the prisons, and on 
Sundays we help with a Bible study for the ladies 
who are on parole. The ladies we meet with 
have a variety of needs – practical, spiritual, 
and emotional. Usually in our meetings we share 
food, we do a Bible study, if possible we sing, 
and we spend time socially together, just 
chatting, listening to each other.

For me, this relational aspect is really key to the 
ministry as it builds the ground for talking about 
spiritual matters.

When we visit the prisons we also take in practi-
cal gifts, such as magazines, fruit, soap, and loo 
roll, as these are not provided in the prisons here.

George: Tom and Catherine have a couple of 
things they would like listeners to this podcast to 
pray about. Here they are.

Catherine: We would really appreciate it if 
you could pray for the ladies – both the ladies 



that we meet with inside the prison and also a   
group of ladies we are working with who are 
either on parole in Lima or who have finished 
their sentence, their time of parole, but they 
have made Lima their home for the time being. 
So it would be great if you could pray for those 
ladies and their families.

Pray for them as they try to make good choices, 
as they try to support themselves and their kids.

Tom: Probably one of the biggest areas is to pray 
for the strengthening of the church. Particularly 
for how they are able to reach out to the local 
community. It can be very easy for the church to 
look internally at problems that people within the 
church have, and forget to reach out and to try 
to draw in new people. And so to be praying for 
them to have the vision for that and to have the 
energy for that.

George: Please pray for Tom and Catherine, for 
the church in Lima and for the women Catherine 
meets in the prisons.

And that’s all from this edition of Latin Link On      
Location. Our thanks to Joel and Mayra and to 
Tom and Catherine for taking the time to talk to us.

If you’d like to know more about anything you 
have heard on this podcast there are several ways 
you can reach us. You can find us on Latin Link’s 
Facebook page, or follow us on Twitter. If you are 
listening to this via the Latin Link App you can 
contact us from that. Or just visit the Latin Link  
website, www.latinlink.org.uk. 

Once again, thanks for listening and join us again 
next time.
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