
The Law 
 

Constitutional (or legal) documents (Genesis-Deuteronomy) between God and Israel. 

 

Torah/“Law” = _______________ 

 

The OT contains 613 commandments given to Israel: the Book of the Covenant (Exo. 24:7) 

 

Broad categories of God’s Law for Israel:  Civil, Ceremonial, and Moral 

Narrow categories of God’s Law for Israel: 

Criminal law 

Exodus 21:12-17 

Exodus 22:20 

Deuteronomy 22:22 

Concerned with offences against society.  

God is the highest authority in the state, so 

offences against God treated as serious 

crimes.  These offences punished by the death 

penalty, because they threatened to bring 

down the wrath of God on the whole nation.  

Most criminal offences stem from the 

breaking of the Ten Commandments.   

Civil law 
Exodus 21:19-25 

Exodus 22:5-15 

Concerned with disputes between citizens, 

in which no major covenant violation is 

involved.  Begins with “if…” or “when…” & 

goes on to describe a situation or event, then 

lays down what is to be done.  Often some 

form of compensation paid to the wronged 

person. 

Laws for worship 
Exodus 23:10-19 

Deuteronomy 14:22-29 

Concerned with sacrifices, rituals, 

offerings, tithes, dietary and hygiene rules, 

festivals and holy days.  Also included laws 

to do with agriculture, such as not farming the 

land each seventh year, providing for the poor 

during harvest and giving a tenth of the crop 

to the poor. 

Family law 

Leviticus 25:23-28, 35-55 

Deuteronomy 21:15-17 

Deuteronomy 25:5-10 

Families and wider kinship groups had a very 

important place in society.  This included a 

judicial role.  Head of household had legal 

authority over his dependants in many 

areas of life.  Included marriage and divorce, 

taking and releasing slaves, discipline of 

children. 

Charitable laws 

Exodus 22:21-27; 23:4-9 

Leviticus 19:9-10, 14-18, 32-34 

Deuteronomy 22:1-4, 6-8; 23:15-16; 

24:5-6, 10-22 

Concerned with protection of the weak, 

justice for the poor, impartiality, 

generosity, care for strangers and 

immigrants.  Not just based on human 

decency but on God’s character:  “This is 

what God is like, and so this is what he asks 

of you.” 

 

The Israelites were to keep these as _______________ of their love and loyalty to God.  These 

laws were not given to __________ salvation, but to demonstrate a salvation already possessed. 

 

Jesus showed that the law is more than a list of rules; rather it gives obedient expression for a 

genuine love for God and others (Matthew 22:34-40). 
6.1a  



The 10 Commandments (the Decalogue) are like our Bill of Rights,  

however, it is concerned about the rights of __________, not our own rights. 

 

Vertical Dimension – God’s Rights 

1 
You shall have no other gods before Me 

(Exo 20:3; Deu 5:7). 
God’s right to exclusive _______________. 

2 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, or 

any likeness of what is in heaven above or on 

the earth beneath or in the water under the 

earth (Exo 20:4-6; Deu 5:8-10). 

God’s right to the definition of His _______________. 

3 
You shall not take the name of the LORD 

your God in vain (Exo 20:7; Deu 5:11). 
God’s right to _______________ and _______________. 

4 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

Six days you shall labor and do all your 

work, but the seventh day is a sabbath of the 

LORD your God; in it you shall not do any 

work, you or your son or your daughter, your 

male or your female servant or your cattle or 

your sojourner who stays with you            

(Exo 20:8-11; Deu 5:12-15) 

God’s right to our _______________. 

 

Horizontal Dimensions – Others’ Rights 

4 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it 

holy. Six days you shall labor and do 

all your work, but the seventh day is a 

sabbath of the LORD your God; in it 

you shall not do any work, you or your 

son or your daughter, your male or 

your female servant or your cattle or 

your sojourner who stays with you 

(Exo 20:8-11; Deu 5:12-15) 

The right to humane _______________ (give employees and 

animals a rest). 

5 

Honor your father and your mother, 

that your days may be prolonged in the 

land which the LORD your God gives 

you (Exo 20:12; Deu 5:16) 

The parental right to _______________. 

6 
You shall not murder                       

(Exo 20:13; Deu 5:17) 
The right to _______________. 

7 
You shall not commit adultery        

(Exo 20:14; Deu 5:18) 
The right to pure _______________. 

8 
You shall not steal                           

(Exo 20:15; Deu 5:19) 
The right to personal _______________. 

9 

You shall not bear false witness against 

your neighbor                                  

(Exo 20:16; Deu 5:20). 

The right to an honest _______________. 

10 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife or his male servant or 

his female servant or his ox or his 

donkey or anything that belongs to 

your neighbor                                  

(Exo 20:17; Deu 5:21) 

The right to _______________. 
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Offerings 
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Feasts           *Three major feasts for which all males of Israel were required to travel to the temple in Jerusalem (Ex. 23:14-19). 
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God’s people are sinful, so they should offer sacrifices. 
 

 

God’s people are distinct, so they should live holy lives. 
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Leviticus 


