
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE FOUNDATION 
THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND THE APOSTOLIC WITNESS TO HIM (NT) 

(1 COR. 3:11; EPH. 2:20; 1 PET. 2:4-6; MAT. 16:16-18) 
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CHURCH HISTORY 
 

Fall of Rome (476)  

Patristic 

Age 
Pentecost (30) 

 

Great Schism (1054) 
 

Early  

Middle Ages 
 

Fall of Eastern Empire 
(1453) 
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Modern 
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Reformation (1517) 
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Apostolic 

Age 
 

Pentecost 

Apostles 
NT written 

Apostolic 

Fathers 
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Polemicists 

 

Ante-
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Fathers 
 

Apologists 

Polemicists 

Nicene 

Fathers 
 

Constantine 
Edict of Milan 

Council of Nicaea 

NT formally recognized 

Fall of Rome 

 

Rise of the Papacy 
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Cults 
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Jonathan Edwards 
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Rise of Liberalism 
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Barton Stone Alexander Campbell 

The Restorationist Movement 

(Primitivism) 



Barton Stone Alexander Campbell 

The Restorationist Movement 

(Primitivism) 

The Church of Christ  ●  The Christian Church ● The Disciples of Christ 



Cult 

 
Broadly defined, it’s a religious system with 
particular rites and customs. 
 
Narrowly defined, it’s an unorthodox sect whose 
members distort the original doctrines of the 
religion.  
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THE FOUNDATION 
The Lord Jesus Christ and the Apostolic Witness to Him 

(1 Cor. 3:11; Eph. 2:20; 1 Peter 2:4-6; Mat. 16:16-18) 

 

A Right View  

of 

Scripture 
 

Scripture is the 

final authority for 

our doctrine  
(what we believe) 

and practice  
(how we live) 

 

 

A Right View  

of 

Salvation 
 

Salvation is 

accomplished by 

grace alone  

thru faith alone  

in Christ alone 

 

A Right View  

of the 

Savior 
 

The true Savior is 

to be worshipped 

in spirit  
(purity of devotion) 

and truth  
(purity of doctrine) 

 

THE DOCTRINAL PILLARS 
 



 Denominations  Cults  Apostates 
They disagree on a lot of 
secondary matters of 
doctrine, but they agree on 
these doctrinal pillars. 
  
 Baptist 
 Lutheran 
 Methodism? 
 Presbyterian 

 

They disagree on these 
doctrinal pillars, therefore, 
they are not Christians. 
  
They call themselves 
Christian, but never had the 
truth at any point in their 
history. 
  
 Mormonism 
 Seventh Day Adventists 
 Jehovah’s Witnesses  

They used to have the truth, 
but through the elevation of 
human tradition/wisdom, the 
truth of the gospel has been 
eclipsed. 
  
 Old Testament Judaism 
 Roman Catholicism 
 Eastern Orthodoxy 
 Liberal Christianity 

The 3 Doctrinal Pillars of Christianity:  
A right view of Scripture, Salvation and the Savior 



Joseph Smith 
 

Mormonism 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 



The Mormon Scriptures 

 

• The Bible 
• Book of Mormon 
• ? 
• ? 



The Mormon Scriptures 

 

• The Bible 
• Book of Mormon 
• Doctrines and Covenants 
• Pearl of Great Price 





Authentic ancient Egyptian scrolls  
purchased  and “translated” by Joseph Smith 

into The Book of Abraham 





Cult Scripture  Salvation  Savior Ancient Heresy 

Mormonism 

Bible + 
Book of Mormon 

Doctrine & Covenants 
Pearl of Great Price 

Faith +  
Good works 

Jesus  
is one of many 

gods 

Gnosticism 
 

Parallels w/ Islam 

Seventh-Day 
Adventists 

The prophecies of  
Ellen G. White  

equal to Scripture 

Keeping the 
Law of Moses 

(Sabbath, 
dietary laws) 

A second work 
of atonement is 

needed 

Legalism of the 
Judaizers 

 
Ebionism 

Christian 
Science 

Science and Health with 
Key to the Scriptures on 

equal authority with the 
Bible 

Sin is not a 
reality; prayer 
gets you closer 
to God & heals 

human ills 

Jesus is our 
physical  

(not spiritual) 
healer 

Docetism  

Jehovah’s 
Witnesses 

New World Translation  
of the Bible 

Good works 
Jesus is a 

creature, not 
God 

Arianism 

The 3 Doctrinal Pillars of Christianity:  
A right view of Scripture, Salvation and the Savior 
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New World Translation  
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The 3 Doctrinal Pillars of Christianity:  
A right view of Scripture, Salvation and the Savior 



William Miller Ellen G. White 

The Millerites Seventh-Day 

Adventists 



Cult Scripture  Salvation  Savior Ancient Heresy 

Mormonism 

Bible + 
Book of Mormon 

Doctrine & Covenants 
Pearl of Great Price 

Faith +  
Good works 

Jesus  
is one of many 

gods 

Gnosticism 
 

Parallels w/ Islam 

Seventh-Day 
Adventists 

The prophecies of  
Ellen G. White  

equal to Scripture 

Keeping the 
Law of Moses 

(Sabbath, 
dietary laws) 

Christ 
performed a 

second work of 
atonement 

Legalism of the 
Judaizers 

 

Ebionism 

Christian 
Science 

Science and Health with 
Key to the Scriptures on 

equal authority with the 
Bible 

Sin is not a 
reality; prayer 
gets you closer 
to God & heals 

human ills 

Jesus is our 
physical  

(not spiritual) 
healer 

Docetism  

Jehovah’s 
Witnesses 

New World Translation  
of the Bible 

Good works 
Jesus is a 

creature, not 
God 

Arianism 

The 3 Doctrinal Pillars of Christianity:  
A right view of Scripture, Salvation and the Savior 



Mary Baker Eddy 

Christian Science 



Cult Scripture  Salvation  Savior Ancient Heresy 

Mormonism 

Bible + 
Book of Mormon 

Doctrine & Covenants 
Pearl of Great Price 

Faith +  
Good works 

Jesus  
is one of many 

gods 

Gnosticism 
 

Parallels w/ Islam 

Seventh-Day 
Adventists 

The prophecies of  
Ellen G. White  

equal to Scripture 

Keeping the 
Law of Moses 

(Sabbath, 
dietary laws) 

A second work 
of atonement is 

needed 

Legalism of the 
Judaizers 

 

Ebionism 

Christian 
Science 

Science and Health  
on equal authority with 

the Bible 

Sin is not a 
reality; prayer 
gets you closer 
to God & heals 

human ills 

Jesus is 
primarily our 

physical  
(not spiritual) 

healer 

Docetism  

Jehovah’s 
Witnesses 

New World Translation  
of the Bible 

Good works 
Jesus is a 

creature, not 
God 

Arianism 

The 3 Doctrinal Pillars of Christianity:  
A right view of Scripture, Salvation and the Savior 



Charles Taze Russell 
 

Jehovah’s Witnesses 



Cult Scripture  Salvation  Savior Ancient Heresy 

Mormonism 

Bible + 
Book of Mormon 

Doctrine & Covenants 
Pearl of Great Price 

Faith +  
Good works 

Jesus  
is one of many 

gods 

Gnosticism 
 

Parallels w/ Islam 

Seventh-Day 
Adventists 

The prophecies of  
Ellen G. White  

equal to Scripture 

Keeping the 
Law of Moses 

(Sabbath, 
dietary laws) 

A second work 
of atonement is 

needed 

Legalism of the 
Judaizers 

 

Ebionism 

Christian 
Science 

Science and Health  
on equal authority with 

the Bible 

Sin is not a 
reality; prayer 
gets you closer 
to God & heals 

human ills 

Jesus is 
primarily our 

physical  
(not spiritual) 

healer 

Docetism  

Jehovah’s 
Witnesses 

New World Translation  
of the Bible 

Good works 
Jesus is the first 
creation of God,   

but not God 
Arianism 

The 3 Doctrinal Pillars of Christianity:  
A right view of Scripture, Salvation and the Savior 
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Charles Parham 

Wesleyan Holiness Pastor 



John 

Wesley 

(1703-1791) 

 

“second 

blessing” 

John 

Fletcher 

(1729-1785) 

 

“baptism 

of the 

Holy 

Spirit” 

Church of the 

Nazarene 

(EST. 1895) 

 

Christian 

Perfectionism 



Charles Parham 

Wesleyan Holiness Pastor 





A reported picture of Agnes Ozman’s writing in “Chinese” 



Charles Parham 

Wesleyan Holiness Pastor 



William Seymour Azusa Street Revival 
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1920s 



C. Peter Wagner 

New Apostolic 

Reformation 

John Wimber 

Vineyard Movement 
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