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The Reformers’ Response  

 

• Opposed any kind of armed 
revolt 

• Opposed believer’s baptism 

• Opposed the separation of 
church and state 

• Saw Anabaptists as 
dangerous, theologically and 
politically 

• Responded with 
force/violence against the 
Anabaptists 



Persecution of Anabaptists 













Roman 
Catholicism 

Lutheran 
(Luther) 

Reformed 
(Zwingli) Anabaptist 

BAPTISM Infant baptism Infant baptism Infant baptism Believer’s baptism 

COMMUNION 

Transubstantiation  
 

• the bread and the 
cup actually 
transform into the 
literal body and 
blood of Jesus 

 

Consubstantiation 
 

• not a literal 
transformation,  
but a real presence 
of Christ in, above, 
and around the 
elements 

Commemoration 
 

• a memorial 

Commemoration 
 

• a memorial 



Lessons from the Anabaptists 



The Catholic Mass (Transubstantiation) 
• Spoils the blessed doctrine of Christ's finished work when He died on the 

cross. A sacrifice that needs to be repeated, is not a perfect and complete 
thing. 

• Spoils the priestly office of Christ. If there are priests who can offer an 
acceptable sacrifice of God besides Him — the great High Priest is robbed of 
His glory. 

• Spoils the Scriptural doctrine of the Christian ministry. You exalt sinful men 
into the position of mediators between God and man. 

• Gives to the sacramental elements of bread and wine an honor and veneration 
they were never meant to receive, and produce an idolatry to be abhorred of 
faithful Christians. 

• Overthrows the true doctrine of Christ's human nature. If the body born of 
the Virgin Mary can be in more places than one at the same time, it is not a 
body like our own, and Jesus was not "the second Adam" in the truth of our 
nature.  



Wherever the English language is spoken on 
the face of the globe this fact ought to be 
clearly understood by every Englishman who 
reads history. Rather than admit the doctrine 
of the real presence of Christ’s natural body 
and blood under the forms of bread and wine, 
the Reformers of the Church of England were 
content to be burned. 

J.C. Ryle in Five English Reformers 
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