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When People Are Big and God Is Small

Our own personal sin and the

SHAME-FEAR sin of others against us

We love the approval of others

REJECTION-FEAR and fear their disapproval

People can hurt us

THREAT-FEAR (physically, sexually, verbally)
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Identify
where your fear
of man has been
intensified by the
assumptions of
the world.



See to it that no one takes you
captive through philosophy and
empty deception, according to the
tradition of man, according to the
elementary principles of the world,
rather than according to Christ.



The serpent deceived Eve
by his craftiness



Let no one deceive you
with empty words.

Therefore, laying aside falsehood,
speak truth each one of you
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\ Psychological Mindset
of Victimization

by Martin and Deidre Bobgan
June 1, 2008

Psychological counseling theories and therapies have given Americans a new way of
thinking and have turned our country into a therapeutic culture of the self—where
the self and how it feels about itself are at the center of meaning. People from coast
to coast have embraced a psychological mindset that puts emotional deprivation
and woundedness as the root cause of nearly every personal and social problem.
This mindset has the potential to make everyone into a victim.
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The psychological mindset...was birthed in colleges
and universities around 1950 and expanded through
politics and money. Since that time, it has exploded...

Psychologists
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We are surrounded by a nation of victims with a
therapeutic mindset, but wait—we are Christians!

How does this affect those of us who have been given
new life through faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ
on the cross? What does this have to do with the Gospel and
with living the Christian life? Plenty!

Psychologists
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Almost as soon as the romance of psychology took

hold of Americans, it was embraced by Christians who
believed psychological counseling theories and therapies
would be useful for helping Christians.

Psychologists
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Am I really something beautiful?
Yeah,  wanna believe,  wanna believe that
I'm not just some wandering soul
That you don't see and you don't know
Yeah I wanna believe, Jesus help me believe that I

Am someone worth dying for

You're worth it
[ You're someone worth dying for
R —

You're someone worth dying for
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“It’s all about

(Mark 12:28-30;
Matt. 22:37-40)

On these two commandments depend all the law & the prophets:
1. Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.
2. Love your neighbor as yourself.




How does What does
the world How has this the Bible
encourage How is this influenced | teach about
fear of man? | fear of man? | the church? man?
The greatest It’s all about
commandment: & other
-love (MK. 12:28-30; Mt. 22:37-40)

Individualism

“It’s all about

”»

The 3 Greatest

Commandments
Love -
Love -

Love

The 2 Greatest

Commandments
Love -
Love -




How does What does
the world How has this the Bible
encourage How is this influenced | teach about
fear of man? | fear of man? | the church? man?
The greatest It’s all about
commandment: & other
-love (MK. 12:28-30; Mt. 22:37-40)

Individualism

“It’s all about

”»

The 3 Greatest

Commandments
Love -
Love -

Love

The 2 Greatest

Commandments
Love -
Love -




How does What does
the world How has this the Bible
encourage How is this influenced | teach about
fear of man? | fear of man? | the church? man?
The greatest It’s all about
commandment: & other
-love (MK. 12:28-30; Mt. 22:37-40)

Individualism

“It’s all about

”»

The 3 Greatest

Commandments
Love -
Love -

Love

The 2 Greatest

Commandments
Love -
Love -




How does What does
the world How has this the Bible
encourage How is this influenced | teach about
fear of man? | fear of man? | the church? man?
The greatest It’s all about
commandment: & other
-love (MK. 12:28-30; Mt. 22:37-40)

Individualism

“It’s all about

”»

The 3 Greatest

Commandments
Love -
Love -

Love

The 2 Greatest

Commandments
Love -
Love -




How does What does
the world How has this the Bible
encourage How is this influenced | teach about
fear of man? | fear of man? | the church? man?
The greatest It’s all about
commandment: & other
-love (MK. 12:28-30; Mt. 22:37-40)

Individualism

“It’s all about

”»

The 3 Greatest

Commandments
Love -
Love -

Love

The 2 Greatest

Commandments
Love -
Love -




Our Culture’s Focus Shift

Objective Subjective
The Supreme revelation experience
Authority
The Supreme Loving Loving
Interest and




Our Culture’s Focus Shift

Objective Subjective
The Supreme revelation experience
Authority
The Supreme Loving Loving
Interest and




Our Culture’s Focus Shift

Objective Subjective
The Supreme revelation experience
Authority
The Supreme Loving Loving
Interest and




Fact, Faith and Feeling
went walking on a wall.
Feeling came near the edge
and took an awful fall.
So close was Faith to Feeling,
that he fell too.
But Fact remained
and pulled Faith up
and that brought Feeling up too.
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Conclusions from Chapter 5

2 - The debate over victimization, self-

esteem, and individualism is a debate
over

* Are people basically good, and therefore, only need
affirmation & encouragement?
or
* Are people inherently sinful and, therefore, need to learn
think less about themselves and more about others?
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