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The Conspiracy Against Jesus.
Now the feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was drawing
near, and the chief priests and the scribes were seeking a way to put
him to death, for they were afraid of the people. Then Satan entered
into Judas, the one surnamed Iscariot, who was counted among the
Twelve, and he went to the chief priests and temple guards to discuss
a plan for handing him over to them. They were pleased and agreed
to pay him money. He accepted their offer and sought a favorable
opportunity to hand him over to them in the absence of a crowd.

Preparations for the Passover.
When the day of the feast of Unleavened Bread arrived, the day for
sacrificing the Passover lamb, he sent out Peter and John, instructing
them, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.” They
asked him, “Where do you want us to make the preparations?” And
he answered them, “When you go into the city, a man will meet you
carrying a jar of water. Follow him into the house that he enters and
say to the master of the house, ‘The teacher says to you, “Where is
the guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”’ He
will show you a large upper room that is furnished. Make the
preparations there.” Then they went off and found everything exactly
as he had told them, and there they prepared the Passover.

The Last Supper.
When the hour came, he took his place at table with the apostles. He
said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you
before I suffer, for, I tell you, I shall not eat it [again] until there is
fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” Then he took a cup, gave thanks,
and said, “Take this and share it among yourselves; for I tell you [that]
from this time on I shall not drink of the fruit of the vine until the
kingdom of God comes.” Then he took the bread, said the blessing,
broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which will be
given for you; do this in memory of me.” And likewise the cup after
they had eaten, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
which will be shed for you.

The Betrayal Foretold.
“And yet behold, the hand of the one who is to betray me is with me
on the table; for the Son of Man indeed goes as it has been
determined; but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed.” And they
began to debate among themselves who among them would do such
a deed.

On Holy Thursday, there is the ritual
of the Washing of the Feet of the
Apostles. Washing the feet symbolized
the Mysteries of Baptism and
Reconciliation as it means the
cleansing of the soul. That evening,
Christ instituted the Mystery of the
Eucharist, and ordained his apostles
priests and bishops. Thus, Thursday of
Holy Week is called: “The Thursday of
the Mysteries”. There is a tradition to
spend some time in adoration in front
of the Blessed Sacrament and to visit
seven churches in honor of the Seven
Sacraments.


