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4. | here is one bodg and one Spirit,Just as you were called in one
hoPe oFgour Ca”ing; sone | ord, one faith, one baptism; cone (10d and

I ather of a”, who is above a”, and through a L and in you all.

|
J

iphesians 4.4-6 New King James Version
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“.. | hereis one hoPe N our ca”ing. \We are all Proceeding towards the
same goa]. | his is the great secret of the unity of (_hristians. (Dur
methods, our organization, even some of our beliefs may be different;

but we are all striviﬂg towards the one goal of a world redeemed in

Christ.”

“\William jBarclag, T he Lctters to the (jalatians and [ phesians, 1976, p. | 62
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\When You [Tirst Believed

. i you feel called to redeem the whole world through belief in Jesus (_hrist?

o Pid you 9ourselmc feel redeemed?

: Mang of the concepts of ( hristian thcologg Jbe ot ever imagined when we

first accept (_hrist as our savior.

. Ursitg s one of those concepts.
. And the (Great (_ommission is another.
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The Lesson

So what are we ta”drsg about here when Faul writes about ‘one boég and
one Spirit,Just as you have been called with one hope oFgour ca”ing?’

| think he is speaking to those more mature (_hristians who have felt called
upon to walk more closelg with their| ord.

And he emphasizes that there is one | ord, one faith, one }Dap‘tismJ one ( 30d
and ["ather of all, who is above all, and through all, and in all.

O]C those Fie has called to be leaders of His church and to preserve ik




“T he ‘one bocjg’ s the church, the universal bodg of believers in the
present age (1:2%;2:16; 3:6). | he ‘one spirit’ is the Holg Spirit, who
indwells the church as a wholc, as well as every individual believer in the
church (2:2 i Cor. ] 5). Tl‘:e Jnc hopc’ is the hope of the Futurc)
that each Clﬂristian l‘:as, and that the whole church has (C]C i Fet. 15
.| 5). The hoPe began when God called us to salvation (i S 187 7

r.

4.1). | hese identifications seem clear from their occurrences

3,

elsewhere in the ePist:e.

. Constab]es Notes on }iphesiansj P.55




“...There s one Baptism. I the early Church) baptis

baptism, because men and women were Coming direct -

m was usua”y adult

rom theworship of

other gocjs into the Cl‘:ristian faith. Therefore, above a]l, Eaptism was a
Public confession of faith. | here was omlg one way for a Roman soldier to
join the army: he had to take the oath that he would be true forever to his

emperor. Similarlﬂj there was on!g one way to enter the (_hristian (_hurch —

the way of Public confession of Jesus (_hrist.”

w\/\/i”iam jSarc]ag, T he Lettcrs to the (alatians and ]ip%esians, 1976, p. | 6%




“...Althoug}x ( 3od }39 his power upholds) and maintains, and rules, all thingsj

yet Paul is not now spcaking of the universal, but of the spiritual government

which bel
himself th

ongs to the church. Bg the Spirit of sanctification, ( ;od sPreads

"ough all the members of the Church) embraces all in his government,

and dwel

‘Holy Fa

s in all: but (God is not inconsistent with himse]ﬂ and therefore we
cannot but be united to him in one body.
1 he spiritua] unity is mentioned }33 our | ord:
ther, ‘(CCP throug% thine own name those whom thou hast given me,

that they may be one as we are. (Jolm T KJ\/)”

— Calvin’s Complcte ( _ommentaries, }iphcsians) Eob0)
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9“1 pray for them. l do not pray for the world but for those whom You

have given Me, for theg are Yours. 0 And all Mine are Yours, and
Yours are Mine, and | am g:oriﬁed in them. . Now | am no longer in the

worlc},but these are in the world, and ] C@ame Lo You. Ho@ Father,
keepm through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they

may be one as \/\/e qre.

- dehnazo11 NK N/
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e But to each one of us grace was given accordiﬂg to the measure of

Christ’s ghct. 3T}1€rcmcore e 5ays:
ANhen [Je ascended on lﬁigh,

e led Captivit9 captivc,

And gave ghcts to men
s(Now this, “Ile ascended”—what does it mean but that [ e also first
descended into the lower Parts of the earth? mHe who descended is

also the One who ascended far above all the hcavens, that He migl‘:t
il all things.)

i ‘iphesians 4:.7-10 New King Jamcs \/ersion
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(4itts From ( _hrist

. ( hrist conqucred death 53 [is resurrection.
L e [e is the conqueror.
. DPut(od allows us to be Par‘cicipants in the victory through the free ghct of

gra CC.

. “Joeachone omcgou grace has been given as it has been measured out to you

}33 the free ghct of ( hrist.”
. \We are called upon to preserve the unity of the (_hurch with ourghcts.




“You have ascended on high

You have led CaPt

YOU l’]EBVC FCCCiVCCl gi

Even from the rebelli

v1t3 ca Ptive

“ts a

mong men,

IOous,

That the Loré Go& might dwell there.”
— Fsalm 68:18 NKJ\/

“\/\/hen He ascended on Pngh
He led capt Vltg caPtive

And gave gi fts to men.

NN

— }iphesians 4:8 NKJ\/
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“T o make his point about (_hrist the giver of ghc’csJ Paul quotes, with a very

signhcicant difference, from Fsalm 68:18. The Psa]m describes a kings

Conquering return. [ e ascends on high; that is to say, he climbs the steep
road ot Mount /ion into the streets of the holg citg. e Brings in his captivc—:
band of Prisoners; that is to say, he marches throug}w the streets with his

Prisoners in chains behind him to demonstrate his conqueriﬂg power. Now

comes the difference. | he Psalm speaks next about the conqueror receving

ghcts. Faul changes it and 5ays that he gave ghcts to his People.”

~William jiarclag,

—

rhc L_cttcrs to the Ga!atians and |

:phcsians, 1976, p. | 65




“|n the Old | estament, the conquering king demanded and received ghcts. In
the New | estament, the conqueror ( hrist ofters and gives ghcts. T hei

the essential difference between the two testaments. |n the OH | estament,
ac'éealous (1od insists on tribute being Paié. ]n the New | estament, a loving

od pours out his love to men and women. T hatindeed is the goo& news.”

~William jiarc]ag, T he Lctters to the (salatians and |

iphcsians, 1976, p. 165




“Fauls’s great tlﬁought s that the christ who ascended and the Christ who
descended are one and the same person. \/\/hat does this mean? ]t means
that the (_hrist of glorg is the same as the Jesus who trod this earth.

1o Faul, the ascension omCJesus meant not a Chris‘c»-deserted but a Christ»-
filled world.”

~William jBarc]ag, T he Lcttcrs to the (alatians and ]iphcsians, 1976, p. | 66
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Applicatio:’s

\/\/hen ] began this lesson on umty, my first ‘mought was that Aespite the various

creecls Christians are all united in our belief in Christ 5ut we differ on what
authoritg we grant Christ in our lives and in our hearts.

=

"~ rom the scr:Ptures ] have to add that we also are grante& ditferent tgpes and
levels of gi{:‘cs by Goé S authority and through the Holg Spmt

And, | guess we all have received digering levels of grace as well.

Put whatever grace or ghct received therebg) we are to use our ghctec{ness to build
up the church and spreaé the gospel with the love of (_hrist to the world.
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