The Ambassador Series
The New Atheists

Day 1
Atheism — a lack of belief in gods

What do atheists believe?
e Materialism — matter is fundamental substance of nature; everything is the result of material
interactions
e Naturalism — everything arises from natural properties and causes; no spiritual or supernatural
explanations are even considered
e Scientism — belief in universal applicability of the scientific method and approach, empirical
science is only method to discover truth

Part 1: Reason

Critical Thinking

e  What is the claim?

e What are the reasons given to support the claim?
What appeals are irrelevant?
Do the conclusions follow from the evidence?

Logical Fallacies
e Ad Hominem — attack person instead of addressing the argument
Appeal to Authority — “trust me; I'm the expert” (instead of providing evidence)
Bandwagon — appeal to popularity of something to validate it
Begging the Question (Circular Reasoning) — assuming the truth of what you're trying to prove
Equivocation — changing the meaning of the word mid-argument
Genetic — trying to dismiss an argument because of its source
Non Sequitur — conclusion does not logically follow from the premises
Strawman — mischaracterizing opponent’s argument then discrediting the mischaracterization

Overcoming Modern Atheists’ “Demand for Evidence” with 3 Questions
e What would you count as “actual, credible, real-world evidence for God?
e  Why would dramatic, miraculous, sensational event count as evidence for God?
e |[s the existence of things that cannot be explained by science/natural law a valid way of
determining the existence of God?

Theism is Rational — every effect requires an adequate cause
e Cosmological Argument
o Teleological Argument
e Moral Argument
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- Neil deGrasse Tyson

"We are all atheists

about most of the gods
that humanity has ever |
believed in.

Some of us just go one
~ god further."

Richard Dawkins
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Forgotten were the elementary rules of logic, that
extraordinary claims require extraordinary

evidence and that what can be asserted without | .

evidence can also be dismissed without evidence. IS

(Christopher Hitchens)
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