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Chapters 1 and 2 are the prose prologue of the book, giving the reader the action and background 
that lead to the poetic speeches and debate which will comprise the majority of this work. 
 
Chapter 1 
 
Who is Job?   
 
There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was blameless and 
upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil.  There were born to him seven sons 
and three daughters. He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 female 
donkeys, and very many servants, so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the 
east.  His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his day, and they would 
send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.  And when the days of the feast 
had run their course, Job would send and consecrate them, and he would rise early in the 
morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job said, “It may be 
that my children have sinned, and cursed[a] God in their hearts.” Thus Job did continually.   
                                                                                                                                 Job 1:1-5 (ESV) 
 
According to John Hartley, The Hebrew word tam means blameless in the sense of personal 
integrity, one who walks in close fellowship with God, not sinless perfection. Job both fears God 
and rejects evil.  This is affirmed by God in 1:8 when He calls Job “a blameless and upright man, 
fearing God and turning away from evil.” In his first speech, even Eliphaz recounts Job’s 
righteous acts: 
 
  Behold, you have instructed many, 
    and you have strengthened the weak hands. 
  Your words have upheld him who was stumbling, 
    and you have made firm the feeble knees.    Job 4:3-4 (ESV) 
 



He also confirms Job’s fear of God and upright character: 
 
 Is not your fear of God[a] your confidence, 
    and the integrity of your ways your hope?     Job 4:6  (ESV) 
 
Later Job himself will describe his close relationship with God and how he lived out his faith in 
Chapters 29 and 31. He is included in Ezekiel’s list of three of the greatest heroes of the faith, 
along with Noah and Daniel (Ezekiel 14:14, 20). 
 
Job enjoys great material blessings and a large family, with 7 sons and 3 daughters, both 
numbers signifying completeness and perfection, and symbolic of divine favor. In Francis 
Andersen’s commentary, he explains that it seems Job lived in a city, yet also engaged in 
farming and employed servants to tend his herds.  The feasting described in verse 4 indicates the 
affluence and closeness of Job’s family. Job is concerned for his children’s spiritual welfare and 
manifests that in his sacrifices for them. Job is the family patriarch and priest, serving as a 
mediator, something he himself will long for later on. 
 
By all measures, Job was a prominent person.  Because of his godly reputation, wealth, and 
family, he truly was considered “the greatest of all the people of the East.”  Exactly who Job was 
in relation to other Old Testament figures is not known. He might have been a contemporary of 
Abraham.  Some think he lived later because of the friends who visited him. There are theories 
that he might have been the “Jobab” of Genesis 10:29 or Genesis 36:33-4. 
 
Satan’s role in the story 

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before 
the LORD, and Satan[a] also came among them. The LORD said to Satan, “From where have 
you come?” Satan answered the LORD and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and 
from walking up and down on it.”  And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered 
my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, 
who fears God and turns away from evil?” Then Satan answered the LORD and said, 
“Does Job fear God for no reason?  Have you not put a hedge around him and his house 
and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his 
possessions have increased in the land.  But stretch out your hand and touch all that he 
has, and he will curse you to your face.”   Job 1:6-11  (ESV) 

 
Satan is insolent, arrogant, an intruder in the council of the sons of God. We also see him here as 
the Accuser, trying to create enmity between God and man (Revelation 12:10). He is literally 
referred to here as “the Satan,” a title more than a personal name. He is obviously puny 
compared to Almighty God, and can only act within the bounds that God has established: 
 
The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your power, but on the man 
himself do not lay a finger.”  Job 1:12 (ESV) 



It is God who brings up Job as an example of righteousness. God is clearly pleased with Job, 
calling him “my servant,” a designation for only a favored few.  It is He who is in charge of 
everything that is happening here. This scene reminds us that Satan is not God’s equal, nor God’s 
“opposite.”  He is a created being and, although temporarily given a certain amount of power by 
God to use in this world, he is limited in what he can do. Satan challenges the sincerity of Job’s 
faith, and therefore, God’s honor. This scene in heaven is critically important for understanding 
the rest of the story.   
 
The first test 
 
In quick succession, 4 messengers come to report to Job the loss of his livestock, most of his 
servants, and his children. Some of the destruction is a result of raids by the Sabeans and 
Chaldeans, but the “fire of God” and a strong wind are also means of death and destruction. The 
magnitude and speed of Job’s losses are almost incomprehensible. Whenever we say that Job 
represents all human beings who suffer, it is important to keep that in mind.  He loses all his 
wealth and all his children all at once.  Few people will ever suffer such losses. And there is 
more loss to come. 
 
So we know that Satan has made good on his threat to harm Job, and yet, we also know that what 
happens to Job is still entirely under the control of the sovereign God: 
 

Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and 
worshiped.  And he said, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall 
I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of 
the LORD.”  In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.  Job 1:20-22 (ESV) 

 
This is one of the most quoted passages from Job, and shows the depth of his love for God. It is 
amazing to see Job’s reaction, which demonstrates that he clearly understands that all that he 
owned was given was from the hand of God, and it is God who has taken it all.  He simply 
accepts this as God’s will and worships Him in spite of his great losses. He passes this first test 
and proves Satan wrong.  
 
Chapter 2 
 
Satan challenges again 
 
Initially, the second appearance of Satan is a repeat of the first encounter with God.  But then 
God makes an additional declaration of Job’s righteousness, that he still holds fast to his integrity 
(and therefore, to God Himself) despite his severe losses. Undaunted, Satan is ready, and 
launches into another attack on Job: 
 



Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for his 
life. But stretch out your hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your 
face.” And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his life.”  Job 2:4-6 
 
The origin and meaning of the proverb “skin for skin,” isn’t completely clear, but we can glean 
from what follows exactly what Satan is saying.  Job’s first test wasn’t really a test at all.  Those 
losses were meaningless because all Job really values is his own health and life. 
 
It is important to note the acknowledgement by God of His role in this.  In saying “you incited 
Me against him” (v. 3), and Satan repeating “put forth Your hand now” (v.5), we can clearly see 
that God is involved in what is happening to Job.  Satan is the agent, but nothing comes to Job 
that God has not permitted.   
 
Note Satan’s hurry to begin his mischief.  In contrast to verses 12 and 13 of Chapter 1, where 
there seems to be a bit of a delay between Satan’s challenge and his attacks on Job, in 2:7, it 
seems that Satan immediately leaves the Lord’s presence to inflict Job with illness. He is a 
picture of the description of what God hates in Proverbs 6:18: 
 
        A heart that devises wicked plans, 
          Feet that are swift in running to evil  (NKJV) 
 
 
He is obviously eager to attack Job again and prove God wrong, or so he thinks. The disaster of 
Job’s illness hits and progresses as suddenly as his first catastrophes.  He becomes a pitiful figure 
quickly. We don’t know the exact disease (or possibly diseases) he suffers with, but the 
symptoms described paint a picture of a horrific skin condition and intense torment.  The boils 
on his skin cover his whole body and cause intense itching which he attempts to relieve by 
scraping himself with broken pieces of pottery (2:7-8).  His wounds fester, scab and ooze and 
even become infested with worms (7:5).  Over time, his skin becomes black and peels (30:30).  
He also suffers with fever (30:30), emaciation (19:20), insomnia and nightmares (7:4, 13-14), 
depression and crying (7:16, 16:16), and excruciating, unrelenting pain (30:17). 
 
Most scholars believe that because of the description of the ashes and broken pottery, Job has 
gone to the refuse dump just outside the city. It is difficult, if not impossible, to imagine his 
feelings of pain, worthlessness, and loneliness. 
 
The lesson for us in this revelation 
 
Although the subject of Paul’s message in Ephesians 3:8-11 is the church of Christ and its role in 
the world, we can draw a connection between what happened in the heavenly council in Job and 
the message in this New Testament passage: 
 
To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ,  and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in[b] God, who created all things,  so that through the church the 



manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord  
                                                                                                                        (ESV, italics mine) 
 
 
God used Job’s trial as a tool to teach angelic beings. Job did not know it, his wife did not know 
it, the comforters did not know it, no one else in the story knew it.  But we do.  So we need to 
remember that when we or others are dealing with trials and suffering.  Yes, they may be reaping 
what they have sown.  God may be bringing something hard into their lives as a means of loving 
discipline.  But it may be no more than that God has something to teach another person, or to 
show a being or beings in the spiritual realm.  
 
We have another example in the New Testament of how Satan approaches God when he wants to 
initiate an attack on one of God’s children.  Jesus says: 
 
“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has [a]demanded to sift you men like wheat; 32 but I have prayed 
for [b]you, that [c]your faith will not fail; and [d]you, when you have [e]turned back, strengthen your 
brothers.”    Luke 22:31-2 (NASB) 
 
Job’s wife 

His wife said to him, “Are you still maintaining your integrity? Curse God and die!” He 
replied, “You are talking like a foolish[a] woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not 
trouble?” Job 2:9-10 (NIV) 

Sadly, there is nothing praiseworthy about Job’s wife in her lone appearance in the story. But 
let’s try to see things from her perspective. It is Job that Satan has targeted, but Job’s wife must 
deal with all her loss and grief as well. The one thing she has not suffered is physical affliction, 
as Job has.  However, instead of being a source of help and comfort to him in his pain, she is 
overwhelmed by her own suffering, which has caused her to turn away from her husband and 
God.  Her command to Job that he curse God and die shows that she is completely hopeless, and 
sees no way out of his suffering but death. So now Satan has added one more dimension to Job’s 
plight: alienation from the one to whom he should be closest in life. 
 
Her words must have hurt Job deeply, but he does not rebuke her harshly.  He doesn’t directly 
call her a fool, but tells her that she is talking like a fool. He then attempts to set her straight by 
reminding her that everything good is a gift from God, and God sometimes sends trials as well.  
For now, Job is strong in his convictions, but we will soon see that change.  
 
The only other direct mention of Job’s wife is in Job’s speech in Chapter 19, when he says that 
his “breath is offensive” to her.  As far as we can tell, their separation seems to continue 
throughout the course of his trials. 
 
But that is not the end of the story! As it turns out, God uses Job’s wife to give us a beautiful 
picture of His compassion, grace and mercy. 



 
When God appears, He does not condemn her, as He does the three friends.  He doesn’t even 
mention her.  And when God restores Job, he restores fully.  In 42:12, we are told that “the Lord 
blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first.” In addition to the recovery of his health, 
his reconciliation with friends and the doubling of his former possessions, Job gets his family life 
back.  He and his wife have 10 more children together. What a powerful reminder that with God, 
there is always hope, even when all seems hopeless. 
 
Arrival of Job’s 3 friends 
 
 Now when Job’s three friends heard about all this adversity that had come upon him, they 
came, each one from his own place—Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the 
Naamathite; and they made an appointment together to come to sympathize with him and 
comfort him.  When they [a]looked from a distance and did not recognize him, they raised their 
voices and wept. And each of them tore his robe, and they threw dust over their heads toward 
the sky. Then they sat down on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights, with no 
one speaking a word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great.  Job 2:11-13 (NASB) 
 
Many have speculated on the areas where these three came from, but we really don’t know the 
exact locations of their homes.  We also don’t know much about their history except that they 
must have known Job and each other, and he was important enough to them that they traveled to 
see him and comfort him.  Like Job, they begin well, showing their grief at his changed 
appearance, and sitting silently with him to offer their support. But we will see later that they 
stray completely from their intended goal, adding to Job’s pain rather than helping him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next week, Week Three: Job’s Cosmic Lament, pp. 19-26 in study book 
                                         Job 3:1-26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Questions for group discussion: 
 
1. Couldn’t God have thrown Satan out or just ignored his challenge?  Why didn’t He?  
 
2. Is it difficult simply to sit silently with one who is suffering? Is it worthwhile? Why do you 
think so (or not)? 
 
3.  Mike Mason says that Job is Everyman (The Gospel According to Job, p. 20). Eric Ortlund, 
the author of our study book, says on p. 15 that he is not.  Who’s right? 
 
4. Read Ephesians 6:10-18. How does this fit in with what we have seen in Job’s story?  What 
advantages do we have that he did not? 
 
 
 
Personal application questions: 
 
1. How do you usually respond to trials and difficulties?   
 
2. Have you ever experienced severe bereavement, financial difficulty, or personal illness or 
injury? How did your response compare to Job’s? Does knowing what was going on in Job’s trial 
affect how you might respond in the future? 
 
3.  Have you ever had a conversation with someone who wonders why a good God allows evil 
and suffering in the world?  Do you think what you have learned in studying Job might help you 
when talking with someone who struggles with that issue? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 


