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Biblical Pillars for a Family Foundation 
Pillar Three: Grace Centered Home 

 
 
I. Grace – Home in Philadelphia 
 

A. Character of the home – Grace  
1. Not less than truth – we acknowledged that last time 

 
2. More than truth    John 1:14, 1:17 

 
3. Life – giving     2 Cor. 3:4-6 

 
4. Righteousness – producing   Titus 2:11-14 
 

 
B. Why “Philadelphia?”     1 Peter 3:8 

1. Phileo = love  
     To treat affectionately or kindly, to welcome (as a guest).  

     To love, like, or approve.  To love to do, be fond of doing.  

 
2. Adelphoi = brothers    Luke 10:25-37 

 
3. Home is to be characterized by an enjoyment, a “like” of one another.  

Sometimes it can mean more to say you “like” someone than to say you 
“love” them.  In that sense is philadelphia used. 

 
II. What is Grace? 

A. Gift of God to a person or group granting them favor in His sight. 
(Ezra 9:8; Jeremiah 31:2; Ezekiel 16**; Jonah 4:11**; Acts 15:11; Galatians 2:21; 
Ephesians 2:8-9; 2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 2:11, 3:7; Hebrews 2:9) 

  ** Word ‘grace’ is not used here but the concept is taught very clearly 
 

B. Means of securing a relationship with God. 
1. Galatians 3:11 – no one by obeying is “justified” 
2. Romans 3:24 - justified as a gift by His grace 

 
C. G  od’s 

  R  iches 
  A  t 
  C  hrist’s 
  E  xpense 
 
 D. Characteristics 

1. Unmerited (can’t earn it)   Romans 4:5 
2. Characterized by exposure w/ acceptance Romans 5:8 
3. Costly for the giver    Romans 8:3 

  4. Not necessarily received   John 1:11 
5. Contrasted with mercy - Grace is a gift I don’t deserve, and mercy is the 

withholding of a judgment I do deserve. 
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III. Grace – What Does it Look Like at Home? 
  

A. Principles 
1. Can’t take them further than you have been 
2. Can’t give what you don’t have 
3. Doesn’t have its source in you 

 
B. Characteristic 

1. Being able to love even when they’re wrong  
2. Humble; not judging on basis of own ‘rightness’ 
3. Not marked by ignoring wrongdoing or calling sin OK  Isaiah 5:20 

 
C. Married Couple: 

1. Husband with a wife 
Understanding, protecting, respecting and cherishing as with high value 

 
2. Wife with a husband 

Honor, not controlling, gentle 
 

D. In parenting  
1. Parent with a child 

Not provoking to anger or frustration, training, disciplining, providing for 
 

2. Child with a parent 
Obeying, honoring 

 
 
IV. Warnings 

A. We can forfeit grace by loving other things too much. (Jonah 2:8) 
B. Failure to appropriate grace leads to bitterness. (Heb. 21:14-15) 

 
 

V. Grace Steps 
❑ Grace is the third building block of the family. It comes after centering on Christ 

and on Truth. Remember – you can’t center on Christ apart from grace. Plus, if 
we try truth without grace, we will grow proud, despair or flee God’s holiness. 

❑ Understand and accept the grace of God towards each of us. We do not deserve 
it, but Christ’s death for our sins enables us to receive His favor. 

❑ Recognize the call of God for us to give that which we have received. Nowhere is 
that more imperative than with family. 

❑ Do not make the mistake of thinking grace is “natural, normal or to be 
expected.” “Expected grace” is usually license. 

❑ Do not lose heart – in Christ, there is abundant grace to try again, both with Him 
and with our family members (Romans 5:20) 

 
 
Direction Shift or Action Points for Me/Us? 
 
1.  
 
2.  
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Grace Assessment 
Self-Evaluation Tool 

 
Please rate yourselves on the following questions so you will have a better understanding of where your 
family is on this important area of family life.  Remember: 1) Grace is God’s gift to us and is the only basis 
for a relationship with God, enacted through faith in Jesus Christ; 2) “Grace” is not only the foundation of 
beginning our relationship with God, it is the means by which we live that life of faith; 3) Grace is reflected 
as much in how we treat those close to us as it is to our grasp of being the only means of relationship with 
God. Depending upon the way the question is worded, the rating scale is as follows: 
1=No      2= Seldom  3= Sometimes          4=Often  5= Regularly 
1=No      2=Don’t Understand 3=1 Yes, 1 No          4=Mostly  5=Completely 
1=No     3=1 Yes, 1 No    5=Yes 
 
1. I know that Jesus Christ died to pay for my sins and, because of my faith in Him, I am sure He has 

forgiven all my sins, past, present and future.  I know I am going to heaven only because of my 

faith in Christ alone.  (John 5:24; 6:40)     __________ 

2. The adults in my family understand the gospel expressed in number 1 above, have also believed 

on Christ and thereby received His gift of eternal life.    __________ 

3. I understand that my ongoing relationship with God is also by grace.  My failures are reasons for 

me to be drawn nearer to him in faith and gratitude and not reasons to ignore my sin nor to beat 

myself up over them.  (Colossians 2:6)      __________ 

4. I realize that the gospel is also meant to be the picture of my relationship with my spouse and 

children if I am married.  Not judging them by the ‘law’ of my expectations, I am committed to 

loving them wherever they are, speaking truth, applying consequences as necessary.  (Ephesians 

4:31-32)         __________ 

5. In areas of my natural strength, such as following through on tasks or being a good problem 

solver or math or writing or whatever, I avoid judging others in light of my strengths.  I see these 

abilities as gifts from God and not anything by which to shame or control others. (Romans 12:31 

Corinthians 4:7)        __________ 

6. I do not struggle much with putting myself or others down.  I am aware not only in my mind but 

in my practice that the only thing I can boast in is the cross of Christ my Lord (Galatians 6:14), so I 

have little reason to get down on myself/others.    __________ 

7. When people disagree with me, even about important things such as faith in Christ as the means 

of gaining a relationship with God or some deeply important political or philosophical issue, I do 

not hold them in contempt.  The love of Christ for them and the capacity to pray for them still 

characterize me. (Matthew 5:44)      ___________ 

8. I enjoy giving to others because of how much I have been given.  ___________ 

9. Even in great loss, I know that God’s presence and kindness are sufficient for me to make 

it through the difficulty, regardless of which way it turns. (2 Cor. 12:9-10)  __________  

10. I have accepted the challenge given to all Christians to share their faith with others in a spirit of 

meekness and confidence (Colossians 4:6, 1 Peter 3:15).     __________ 

11. My children know I can be approached without fear.    __________ 

12. Giving thanks is more characteristic of me than complaining.   __________ 

 
        TOTAL  __________ 
If you score 50-60, please help others learn to grow in grace. 
If you score 40-49, this would be a valuable topic to study. 
If you are 39 or below, make a point to find someone to disciple you here. 
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Group Discussion Questions 
 
With those at your table, take about fifteen minutes together.  That means about 5 minutes of 
total sharing by each individual.  With five questions, that translates to 1 minute per person on 
each question.   
 
Do what you can to (a) keep your answers brief, (b) have everyone share and (c) stick to the 
questions. 
 
1. In sixty seconds, tell how you came to understand and believe the gospel of grace.  If 

you are not sure that you have, feel free to say so. 
 
 
 

2. Read Colossians 2:6 out loud in the group.  What do you all think it means? 
 
 
 
3. When –other than in the Lord’s gift to you in Christ- have you been extended grace?  

What impact did it have on you? 
 
 
 
4. In what way have your kids/spouse extended grace to you?   
 
 
 
5. In what way is it hard for you to grant grace in the home? 
 
 
 
 

1.  


