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The result of true liberty is abundant life. 

Our Spiritual life is found in Christ.  It is not found in legalism, and it is not found 
in sinful living. 

Two ditches - legalism & abused grace 

Galatians 3:1-5 Oh, foolish Galatians! Who has cast an evil spell on you? For the 
meaning of Jesus Christ’s death was made as clear to you as if you had seen a 
picture of his death on the cross. 2 Let me ask you this one question: Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit by obeying the law of Moses? Of course not! You received 
the Spirit because you believed the message you heard about Christ. 3 How foolish 
can you be? After starting your Christian lives in the Spirit, why are you now 
trying to become perfect by your own human effort? 4 Have you experienced so 
much for nothing? Surely it was not in vain, was it? 
5 I ask you again, does God give you the Holy Spirit and work miracles among you 
because you obey the law? Of course not! It is because you believe the message 
you heard about Christ. 

Romans 5:20 - 6:4   God’s law was given so that all people could see how sinful 
they were. But as people sinned more and more, God’s wonderful grace became 
more abundant. 21 So just as sin ruled over all people and brought them to death, 
now God’s wonderful grace rules instead, giving us right standing with God and 
resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of 
his wonderful grace? 2 Of course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we 
continue to live in it? 3 Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with 
Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his death? 4 For we died and were 
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buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. 

Jesus Christ gives us Life and Freedom from; 

  1.  The penalty of sin  -  

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

2 Corinthians 5:21.  For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for 
our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ. 

  2.  The power of sin  -  

John 8:31-36. Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my 
disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings. 32 And you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.” 
33 “But we are descendants of Abraham,” they said. “We have never been slaves 
to anyone. What do you mean, ‘You will be set free’?” 
34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave of sin. 35 A 
slave is not a permanent member of the family, but a son is part of the family 
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free.   

Romans 6:5-7, 14  Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be 
raised to life as he was. 6 We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with 
Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. 
7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. 8 And since 
we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him.  
14 Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of 
the law. Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace. 

  3.  The condemnation of the law -  

Romans 3:20-22  For no one can ever be made right with God by doing what the 
law commands. The law simply shows us how sinful we are.  21 But now God has 
shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the requirements of the 
law, as was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. 22 We 
are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for 
everyone who believes, no matter who we are.  
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Romans 8:1-4  So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ 
Jesus. 2 And because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has 
freed you from the power of sin that leads to death. 3 The law of Moses was unable 
to save us because of the weakness of our sinful nature. So God did what the law 
could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in 
that body God declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a 
sacrifice for our sins. 4 He did this so that the just requirement of the law would be 
fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but instead follow the 
Spirit. 

Opposite of life & liberty 

Life   Liberty 

Death    Bondage 

Sin or Law                        Flesh or Legalism  

Entangles & Chokes - Condemns         What feels good - What religion says 

Sin produces bondage 

John 8:34 “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave of sin. 

2 Peter 2:18-19 They (false teachers) brag about themselves with empty, foolish 
boasting. With an appeal to twisted sexual desires, they lure back into sin those 
who have barely escaped from a lifestyle of deception. 19 They promise freedom, 
but they themselves are slaves of sin and corruption. For you are a slave to 
whatever controls you. 20 And when people escape from the wickedness of the 
world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and then get tangled up and 
enslaved by sin again, they are worse off than before.  

True liberty is from God  

2 Corinthians  3:17-18 For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom. 18 So all of us who have had that veil removed can see 
and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more 
and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image. 
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Galatians 5:1  So Christ has truly set us free. Now make sure that you stay free, 
and don’t get tied up again in slavery to the law. 

Luke 4:18 “The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, 
for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, 
that the blind will see, 
that the oppressed will be set free, 
19 and that the time of the LORD’s favor has come. (Is 61:1) 

Romans 8:2 And because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has 
freed you from the power of sin that leads to death. 

True life is from God 

John 10:10  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they 
may have life, and have it abundantly. 

John 14:6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come 
to the Father except through me. 

Liberty does not give us freedom to sin. Liberty gives us freedom from the 
bondage of sin. 

Freedom in Christ is both freedom from the grip of sin and from the death grip of 
the law. 

There are two ditches - loose living and legalism and neither represent Christ or the 
freedom He secured for you on the cross!!
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