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Hosea 12

New International Version

Ephraim feeds on the wind; he pursues the east
wind all day and multiplies lies and violence. He
makes a treaty with Assyria and sends olive oil to
Egypt. 2 The LORD has a charge to bring against
Judah; he will punish Jacob according to his ways and
repay him according to his deeds. 3 In the womb he
grasped his brother's heel; as a man he struggled
with God. 4 He struggled with the angel and
overcame him; he wept and begged for his favor. He
found him at Bethel and talked with him there—
the LORD God Almighty, the LORD is his name!

But you must return to your God;
maintain love and justice, and wait for
your God always. 7 The merchant uses

dishonest scales; he loves to defraud.

Ephraim boasts, "I am very rich; | have become
wealthy. With all my wealth they will not find in me
any iniquity or sin." 9 "l have been the LORD your
God ever since you came out of Egypt; | will make you
live in tents again, as in the days of your appointed
festivals." | spoke to the prophets, gave them
many visions and told parables through them. Is
Gilead wicked? Its people are worthless! Do they
sacrifice bulls in Gilgal? Their altars will be like piles of
stones on a plowed field. Jacob fled to the country
of Aram; Israel served to get a wife, and to pay for her
he tended sheep. The LORD used a prophet to
bring Israel up from Egypt, by a prophet he cared for
him. But Ephraim has aroused his bitter anger; his
Lord will leave on him the guilt of his bloodshed and
will repay him for his contempt.

Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.



Broader Context

Where does Hosea 12 sit — in the book, in history, and in the canon?

The Book of Hosea

Structure:

Chs. 1-3 — Hosea's marriage as a living

parable of Israel's unfaithfulness to God.

Chs. 4-14 — Extended covenant lawsuit:

indictment, judgment, and recurring
calls to return.

Ch. 12 sits in the heart of the lawsuit
section, using Israel's own ancestor
Jacob as Exhibit A.

Historical Setting

~760-720 BC:

Hosea ministers to the Northern
Kingdom during its final turbulent
decades before the Assyrian conquest
(722 BC).

Jeroboam Il's long reign brought
prosperity — but also syncretism,
injustice, and political instability.

Six kings in 25 years. Calf worship at
Bethel and Dan. Alliances ping-ponging
between Assyria and Egypt.

Hosea in the Canon

Most-quoted minor prophet

in the NT. Jesus cites Hosea 6:6 twice
(Matt 9:13; 12:7): "l desire mercy, not
sacrifice."

Paul draws on Hosea 2:23 in Romans
9:25 to frame Gentile inclusion in God's
people.

The hesed (covenant love) Hosea
champions becomes the backbone of
the New Covenant.



Setting the Scene

Historical Moment The Jacob Motif

Northern Kingdom (Israel) in its final decades — political Hosea reaches back to the patriarch Jacob — a man of
chaos, foreign alliances, and widespread idolatry. Hosea striving, deception, and ultimately divine encounter — to
ministers ca. 750-720 BC. hold up a mirror to Israel.

The Core Accusation The Prophetic Call

Israel pursues "wind" — empty alliances with Assyria and Despite the indictment, God holds out hope. "Return to
Egypt (v.1-2). Prosperity built on deceit rather than on your God; maintain love and justice, and wait for your God
covenant faithfulness. always" (v.6).




The Jacob Parallel

Hosea 12:2—6, 12 — What Jacob's story reveals about Israel

Gen 25:26

Gen 32:24-28

Grasped
the Heel

Born striving — his name means
"he grasps." Israel too was born
with an instinct to compete

rather than trust.

Gen 28:10-17

Wrestled
with God

Struggled and prevailed — not

by strength alone, but because

God met him. Israel's only hope
is divine encounter.

V.6

Wept &
Sought Favor

At Bethel he met God and wept.

Yet Hosea's Israel has turned
Bethel into a center of idolatry
(v.4).

Return &
Wait

The prophetic imperative: love
(hesed), justice (mishpat), and
patient trust. Jacob's story ends
in grace — so can Israel's.

"Return to your God; maintain love and justice, and wait for your God always.”" — Hosea 12:6



Jacob’s Legacy, Israel’s Betrayal

Hosea 12 - Reflect & Respond

Jacob "strove with God and prevailed" (v.3). What does it look like to
genuinely wrestle with God rather than run from Him?



Accusation & Contrast

What God charges — and what He offers in return

w. 1-2

v. 7

vv. 10-11

v. 14

Israel's Sin

Pursuing Assyria & Egypt — empty alliances;
feeding on lies and deceit

Dishonest scales; 'l am rich, I've done nothing
wrong' — self-justification

Multiplied visions ignored; Gilead full of
wickedness; altars like stone piles

Bitter provocation; bloodguilt left on Israel

God's Counterpoint

God has a covenant lawsuit against Israel (cf. v.2)

Wealth earned by injustice is no mark of blessing

God has spoken through prophets — the word is
available

The Lord will repay — but the door to return
remains (v.6)



Jacob’s Legacy, Israel’s Betrayal

Hosea 12 - Reflect & Respond

e Inv.1, Israel chases "wind" through foreign alliances. Where do we seek security or provision outside of God
today?

e Verse 6 gives three imperatives: love, justice, wait. Which of these is hardest for you personally — and why?

Hosea shows that God's people can be outwardly religious while inwardly corrupt. What guardrails help keep our
faith authentic?




The Door to Return Is Open

Hosea 12:6

The Core Invitation

"But you must return to your God; maintain love and
Jjustice, and wait for your God always."

The imperative shuv (return) is itself an open door — God commands
only what remains possible.

Hosea 12:10
Still Speaking

" spoke to the prophets, gave them many visions and told
parables through them."

Continued prophecy is continued pursuit. Silence would signal
abandonment; God keeps reaching.

Hosea 12:9

Covenant Still Active

"I have been the LORD your God ever since Egypt..."

God still calls Himself their God — the covenant is spoken of in the
present tense, not closed.

Hosea 14:1—2
God Writes the Way Back
"Return, Israel, to the LORD your God... Take words with

you and return to the LORD. Say to him: 'Forgive all our
sins..."

Extraordinary grace: God provides Israel's very words of repentance —
the door is not just open, He is showing the way in.




Going Through The Open Door

1John 1:9

Confess My Sins

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness.”

Romans 4:20
Grow My Faith

“Yet he did not waiver in unbelief regarding
the promise of God, but was strengthened in
his faith and gave glory to God, being fully
persuaded that God had power to do what
he had promised.”

Psalm 119:9

Apply God’s Word

“How can a young man stay on the path of
purity? By living according to Your word.”

2 Peter 1:3

Become More Like Christ

“His divine power has given us everything
we need for a godly life through our
knowledge of him who called us by his own
glory and excellence.”




