Introduction

The purpose of this study is to increase our view of
God. Oftentimes, we believe He is limited by our
faithfulness, our obedience, our circumstances. In
this study, we will see that nothing hinders God
from his purpose in creating the universe — to make
himself known by establishing a flourishing
relationship with humanity on the individual and
corporate level. Through this study, we will seek to
have our view of God shaped by His revelation of
Himself in Scripture — as opposed to worldly,
cultural, or personal perspectives.

This study is broken down into 6 major themes —
God’s Eternal Plan, His Heart, Creation and the
Fall, Man’s Ineptitude, God’s Persistence, and the
Gospel.

These themes are highly related, and although the
lessons seek to focus on a specific theme — 2 lessons
for each theme — there will often be overlap, for one
can’t understand God’s Eternal Plan of Redemption
on the Basis of Grace without grasping His Heart
for relationship with humanity.

These themes throughout this study are foundational
as we continue to relate to God and understand His
word, and much of the content within is based on
FBC Global Missions’ Knowing God. 1f you are
interested in gaining a deeper grasp of these themes,
a member of the Global Missions team would be
pleased to go through the entire study with you.



Lesson 1
God’s Eternal Plan: His Attributes

Introduction: Throughout the course of this
teaching, one of the main things we will see over
and over is the fact that it is God Himself Who is
carrying out His eternal plan of redemption. It was
He who determined it before the foundations of the
earth and it’s been He Who has been carrying it out
and fulfilling it through Christ on the behalf of
mankind and for His glory. God left nothing for
mankind to figure out on their own. It was He Who
first determined His eternal plan of redemption
before mankind even existed and since creation, He
has gone to great lengths to faithfully communicate
Who He is, what He is like, what He is doing, Who
the Deliver is, and how mankind can be delivered.

- Verses that prove that statement are;
2Tim.1:9; 1Pet.1:19-20; 1Cor.2:6-7

Discussion:

Remember- God created the eternal plan of
redemption before mankind even existed.

1. What does that reveal to us about
God?

2. What does it reveal to us about what
His heart is like?

3. What does it reveal to us about what
He expects from mankind?



4. What does it reveal to us about the
specifics of the eternal plan of
redemption?

We can begin to understand the “why” of God’s
plan when we look at “who” He is. Before time
began, God was. He is eternal. He is outside of time
and unaffected by it, as He has created it. Before
time began, God also intended to come to the earth
Himself to purchase redemption through his blood.
He always intended to bring us into a deeper
relationship than that of the garden, knowing that
men would sin with their free will, breaking the
relationship of the garden. Christ was not the
backup plan for if man sinned. He was the solution
for when man sinned.

Discussion:

How would the eternal plan of redemption
bring mankind into a deeper relationship
with God than what Adam was experiencing
in the garden before the fall?

Read Genesis 1:1.

Before the beginning, before there was
anything....there was God! God already existed. I
love how the Bible begins with God already
existing. There is no argument or proof given for
His existence.

There was never a time when God didn’t yet
exist (try wrapping your mind around that). See
Psalm 90:2. There was never a time when God did



not exist, and there will never be a time when He
ceases to exist.

God is ETERNAL! God is eternal and He
existed before there was any creation. Therefore, we
know that He is also completely independent of
everyone and everything. He doesn’t need air to
breathe, food to eat, water to drink, night time to
sleep, light, time or space.

The eternality of God is extremely
significant for us as believers today, for not only is
God Himself eternal, but also this means that all of
His attributes are eternal as well:

He will always be holy.

He will always love us.

He will always be merciful.

He will always bestow His grace upon us.

He will always be omnipotent.

He will always be omnipresent.

He will always be omniscient.

He will always be immutable or unchangeable.

Discussion:

Remember-These facts about God’s
attributes being eternal.

1. Name some ways in which this is significant
for our daily lives today.



2. Are the facts of God’s eternality significant
in terms of the other members of the
godhead and their roles?

God is self-existent. He exists by His own
power. He is the source of all power and all life. We
humans are the exact opposite. We are extremely
dependent upon other people and other things.
Without parents, we wouldn’t have entered the
world, and without their care, we never would have
lived past our first 48 hours. Without air, food, and
water, we would die off really quickly. How long
could we function without sleep? Without the sun’s
ultraviolet rays? The ways in which we are
dependent are too numerous to count, but God does
not need a single thing!




Discussion:

Remember- God is self-existent and is the
source of ALL power and ALL life.

1. How is that fact significant for us today?

Can you feel your perspective on life and
your daily circumstances beginning to change yet?
So far, [ haven’t said anything that we don’t already
know to be true, but bringing our attention back to
the sovereignty and supremacy of God all of a
sudden overshadows our worries and concerns.
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Because God alone existed before evervthing and
evervone else. He is greater than all.

God is greater than any force in the whole
universe. He is greater than everyone and
everything, even the spirit world. There can never
be any person or any power that is superior to God.
He is the supreme authority. The entire universe and
everything in it, including all spiritual powers, are
subject to God’s authority and are completely
DEPENDENT on Him.

We all know and have no doubt that God is
greater than us, the animals, and the angels, but
what about in our view of Satan? Is there really a
battle going on between God and Satan? Scripture
speaks of a battle going on within us between the
flesh and spirit. Satan walks around as a roaring lion
seeking someone to devour, seeking someone to
deceive. But from God’s perspective, is there really
a battle going on between God and Satan? NO,
Satan is already a defeated foe.

Discussion:
In support for what is stated above, discuss
the significance of Col.1:16 and what it
means regarding God’s relationship to Satan
and the spirit world.
- Other facts to keep in mind about Satan:
o God created him as Lucifer and he
tried to become God. Not only was he
not able to become God, but he wasn’t
even able to remain as Lucifer. He
became Satan by the sovereign



and holy judgement of God, not
through his own will and purposes.
Isaiah 14:13 shows that God knew
what was taking place in Lucifer’s
heart when it said “but you said in
your heart.” Nothing can be kept
secret from God. Nothing can
surprise God. He knows everything
even before it happens. God is
everywhere, sees everything, and
knows everything. God is so ALL-
KNOWING, that all of this has been
a part of His plan from before time
began!

Mt.25:41 — The lake of fire was
created for the devil and his angels.
The appropriate time for God’s
fulfilling of the judgment is yet to
come — Rev.20:7-10

Satan is a creature, superhuman but
not divine; he has much knowledge
and power, but he is neither
omniscient nor omnipotent. He can
move around in ways that humans
cannot, but he is not omnipresent; and
he is an already defeated rebel, having
no more power than God allows him
and is destined for the lake of fire.
Regarding Lucifer’s rebellion, it
wasn’t just a matter of God NOT
allowing Lucifer to take His position.
Rather, it would have been
IMPOSSIBLE for him to take it. A
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created being could never become
God! God is the “great I AM,” the
self-existent one Who existed from all
eternity in majesty and completeness
before anything was created. He lives
by His own power, and He gives life
to everything. He is absolutely
sovereign and supreme! No one gave
Him this position! It’s who He is!

- Read Psalm 147:1-9; 148:1-13.

There is no one and nothing that can be
compared with God. He is far greater than
everything and everyone. He is beyond our
understanding.

- We can’t comprehend One who had no beginning
and will have no end.

- It’s hard to fathom One who is never in need of
anything.

- One who sees everything, but, because He is spirit,
can’t be seen by anyone.

- How He can reside in heaven and yet be
everywhere all at the same time.

« The three persons are the one God. Very hard to
understand. God surpasses all knowledge.

God’s infinite superiority we refer to as His

sovereignty. Webster’s definition: “ruler, supreme
in power, chief, efficacious or effective in the
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highest degree.” In reflecting God’s sovereignty, the
Bible often calls God “the Most High. . .

.. .“the Most High over all the earth” (Psalm
83:18)

...“I am the Lord, and there is no other; there is no
God besides Me.” (Isaiah 45:5)

... “Our God is in heaven, He does whatever He
pleases”. Psalm 115:3

... “Yes,  know the LORD is great, and our Lord
is superior to all gods. He does whatever he pleases

in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all the ocean
depths. Psalm 135:5-6

Discussion:
Remember- He does whatever He

pleases.....Whatever the Lord pleases He
does, in heaven and in earth.....

12



1. So, what has the Lord been pleased to do?
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So, when you put all of these verses
together, what does it mean for us today?
All that we have been given by God through

was His sovereign will!!! He did these

things according to the purposes of His own
heart!!! This speaks of His desire for us!!!!
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Because God is outside of time (Eternal) and

above all (Sovereign). He knows all things.

As “The Most High”, having created the world,
God has the authority to tell us how it began. He
also has the authority to do what He wants with the
creation, as He is owns it. (Psalm 50:10-11)
Fortunately, his purposes are not for evil, as we will
see in the next lesson. Knowing everything, He is
not ignorant to the evil in the world — He knew
about the Holocaust, the Armenian Genocide, the
Khmer Rouge before they happened. If He did not,
He would not be God, for there would be a
knowledge above Him, and God would no longer be
“The Most High.”

He knows the heart of men (Jeremiah 17:10)
and 1s not surprised by what he finds. He is not
caught off guard because that would imply a lack of
knowledge. But God knows all things. Before
Adam and Eve sinned, God already knew it. Before
He created them, God had already planned for a
deliverer to come.

Read 2 Timothy 1:9, 1 Peter 1:18-20

Discussion:

Remember- God is all knowing and knows
every thought, intent, and action of our’s
before we ever think or carry it out.

1. Name some ways in which this is
significant for us today.
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Having established the fact of God’s plan
and purpose that existed in His heart from before
time began, as we approach Genesis chapter 1 then,
we have to see it as the beginning of God carrying
out His plan—a plan and purpose that included
grace being bestowed upon us through Christ our
Savior and Deliverer. Keeping these facts in mind
will help set the context for all of the Old
Testament, the New Testament, and our current
circumstances.

The Mg of Prepaasen for the
the Cremal Plan Ciarral Plan's Futimen:

« Read Genesis 3:15

So, after Adam and Eve sin, God promises a
deliverer. That’s what it looks like to us. But it isn’t
an “after” thought to God’s original plan, for He
had already planned to send someone who would
“crush the serpent’s head.” If we center ourselves
on who God is, allowing that to shape our
worldview and interpret Scripture, there is no way
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we would think that God is responding to our
sinfulness with this promise.

God’s carrying out of His plan of redemption
is not reactionary, i.e., it’s not “Plan B.” Nor is He
gracious toward us “in spite” of our sin. He is
gracious toward us BECAUSE of our sin and
because He is love (1 John 4:8) and it’s absolutely
impossible for man to do anything to help himself.
This is a pattern you see all the way through the
whole Word of God.

Discussion:
Name some of the stories/events in the Bible
that stand for us today as examples of first,
mankind can do nothing to help himself, and
secondly; only God can provide a way of
deliverance.

1. What would have happened to Adam
and Eve and the whole human race
had God just created them perfect and
upright and then left them on their
own to deal with the consequences of
their own decisions?

2. What would have happened with
Noah?
3. How did the Nation of Israel (line of

the Deliverer) come into being?
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. What would have happened to Lot in
Sodom?

. What would have happened to Israel
in Egypt? What would have happened
to Israel in the wilderness? What
about Israel’s condition during the
times of their judges and kings?

. What would have happened to the
Deliverer? =~ What would have
happened to the disciples? What
would have happened to the early
church and its growth?

. Where would we be today? Name one
thing that was significant in bringing
us to where we are today as God’s
children, that could have happened
without God’s divine intervention.....

Praise God that the plan of redemption was
in His hands — Humanity killed His deliverer! If this
plan of redemption were anyone else’s, it would
have failed. The only thing that man brings to the
table is his brokenness. God is sturdy; we are
fragile. God is sure; we are confused. God can do it
because He is the Most High in every sense — in
strength, authority, and knowledge. Not only does
He have the ability, but He also has the right.
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Discussion:

So, in conclusion, let’s discuss how God’s
exclusive attributes contribute to the
fulfilling of His eternal plan of redemption:

1.

2.

Because God is ,Heis
the one this plan.
Because God is ,He

planned for man’s rebellion. He
knew man would sin and be unable
to the relationship.
Therefore, He planned to send a
deliverer from this situation of

Because God is , only
He is powerful enough to accomplish
the of His creation.
Because God is , He
planned this He spoke “let
there be light”.
Because God is , He
accomplished it a
relationship with humanity.
Because God is and

, He did it for the praise of
the glory of His grace.

Humans display this nature in miniature, as
we are all created in the image of God. Humans have
power and knowledge; they can exert power and
express sacrificial love. These are mere whispers of
God’s nature, but they speak of it, nonetheless.
God’s eternal plan of redemption was passed down
through generations of Israelites.
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Throughout the Old Testament, all the people knew
was that a Deliverer was coming. What He would
actually do, provide, and how He would affect His
followers was kept as a mystery by God until the
appointed time.

It’s pretty plain to see that the “mystery,” or
that which has been kept a mystery, has been the
details of God’s plans and purposes that would be
accomplished through Christ—the eternal plan of
redemption. Again, not so much that He was coming,
but the details of what He would actually
accomplish. More specifically, it’s the “mystery of
being in Him,” in Christ, the “identification truths.”
See Colossians 1:26-27.

Peter’s second epistle states that we have
absolutely received everything needed for the
receiving of eternal life and godly living.

« Read 2 Peter 1:2-4.

It is God’s divine power manifested through
the finished work of Christ that has granted us ALL
THINGS pertaining to life and godliness. This is
referring to both our position and our condition.
Position in the sense that it’s pertaining to “life,”
eternal life. The moment we accepted Christ as our
Savior, that very moment we were made alive. We
were dead to God, but are now alive unto God. It’s
the truth regarding our position that makes our
condition possible. Peter also refers to our condition,
then, in the sense that Peter says it pertains to
“godliness,” godly living, or being God-like.

20



God’s attributes are His Nature - “Who”
God is. Who He is feeds the “why” of what He
does, His character, or how God relates to us. The
“who” of a mother — her nature as a female, a
caretaker, and one who gave birth — leads to the
“why” of what she does — the sleepless nights and
years of sacrifice. So, the same with God. Who He
is flows into what He does. Next week, we will look
at the “why” of God — His heart. What motivates
Him?

We’ve seen in this lesson that God, being
all-knowing, all-good, and all-powerful, could not
have been caught off guard by humanity’s rebellion,
could not have let humanity rot away in its own sin,
and could not leave redemption in anyone’s hands
but His own. Therefore, sending Jesus was not plan
B for if humans sinned. Jesus was plan A from the
beginning.

For further study, check out Lesson 2 in the full
Knowing God curriculum.
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