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OT Survey I 
Session Twelve: Kings – Solomon (I Kings 1-12) 

Ben Adams, May 25 2019 

PROLOGUE 
• Spiritually, we can assess Solomon in terms of ________ and _________. 

I. SON OF DAVID (1-2) 

David’s Legacy 
• I Chron. 22:6-10 

 

David’s Charge & Provision 
• I Chron. 22:11-16 

 

David’s Prophecy 
• Ps. 72:1-11 

 

God’s Wisdom 
• What did Solomon ask for?  What did he not ask for?  

 

• What are some characteristics of Solomon’s unique type and degree of wisdom?  How is it like 

Jesus’? 

 

II. KING (3:1-10:13) 

The Temple 
• Negotiations with Hiram 

 

• The structure of the Temple.  How is it like the Tabernacle?  How unlike? 

 

• The foundation of the Temple came from ___________.  The upper portions came from _________ 

______________. 

 

• What is the Temple now?  What are its foundations? 

 

The Blessings 

 

 

Structure 
• I Kings 1-12 is a ________, with __________ ___________ at the __________. 
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III. APOSTATE (10:14-11:13) 

Empire 

Stocks 
• Health 

 

• Wealth 

 

• Stability (domestic) 

 

• Security (foreign) 

 

The Contrast 
• What did David’s last Son do with His kingship? 

 

IV. LEGACY (11:14-12:24) 

The Deal 
• What commands did Solomon break? 

 

• What were the consequences? 

 

Vapor 
• Ecc. 2:18-19; 12:1-8 

• Luke 12:20 

Shechem 

 

Story Arc 

 

Beginnings and Ends 
• Who is Jesus? 

V. APPLICATION 
• Who or what opposes us?  Why does God allow opposition? 

 

• See Ecc. 12: How did Solomon’s life end? 

 

• What gifts have you received?  What are you doing with them? 

 

EPILOGUE 
• What encouragement do you find in the sometimes grim history of the Old Testament? 



“The words of a man’s mouth are deep waters; the fountain of wisdom is a bubbling brook.”

PROLOGUE
Stocks and Flows
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Presentation Notes
http://tobyhemenway.com/1234-flowing-toward-abundance/
Flowing Toward Abundance
October 21, 2015 By Toby Hemenway 16 Comments
Over the last year or so, a neighbor has stocked up eight or ten piles of firewood in his yard, probably fifteen or twenty cords. What’s he going to do with it all? The house has a wood stove, but the family mostly uses the furnace, and burns wood only occasionally to get that cozy, fire-heated feel. It’s going to take them a decade or more to go through all that wood. Some of it is split and stacked, while much of it is strewn over a substantial chunk of their yard.
The wood comes from another neighbor’s multi-acre eucalyptus grove. Some of the trees are huge—three or more feet in diameter, a hundred feet tall. The landowner, Lyn, can pull out seven or eight properly chosen big trees each year and still replace all that biomass in the next year’s growth. It strikes me as a sustainable yield. Several neighbors rely on her for their winter wood; the lot pumps out a good fifteen cords a year, and in our mild climate, you can heat a 2000-square-foot house, using only wood, by burning about a cord and a half.
The point of my little tale is this: My neighbor with the giant woodpile is thinking that the most secure source of wood is the store of it in his yard. But—to put it in systems language—that’s focusing on stocks over flows. We tend to do that in this culture. However, the real wood storage is the woodlot in Lyn’s yard: the standing, growing trees, getting bigger each year, healthy and enlarging rather than rotting and getting punky on the ground.
Sure, it’s a good idea to keep two years of firewood on hard, which would be about three or four cords. But twenty cords? That’s a ten or fifteen year supply here. It’s a mammoth task to split and stack it all (only a fifth or so has been split in the last year, and who can blame them?); it should be covered or it will start to rot, and that’s a huge area to cover; and even with the best of care, by year five it will be breaking down and thus won’t heat as well.
Meanwhile, Lyn’s woodlot is cranking out fifteen cords of beautiful firewood every year. But we don’t tend to see flows as sources of abundance as easily as we see it in stocks—in piles of inert, stored, easily measured stuff. One reason for this is our culture’s focus on things rather than on processes, relationships, and dynamics. Another is that it’s easy to trust that by squirreling away a fat store of something in a safe place, we will be able to use it. But trusting that, say, some seeds freshly planted will truly feed you in a few months time, or that those trees will produce just as much wood next year as this—that takes a leap of faith.




RESOURCES: PERMACULTURE
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OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY I
Session Twelve

SOLOMON: DIVIDED HEART (I KINGS 1-12)



PART I – 1-2
SON OF DAVID

Influx

“Long may he live; may gold of Sheba be given to him!”

Havasu Falls, AZ



DAVID’S LEGACY

6 Then he called for Solomon his son and charged him to build a house for the 
LORD, the God of Israel.  7 David said to Solomon, “My son, I had it in my heart to 
build a house to the name of the LORD my God.  8 But the word of the LORD came 
to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and have waged great wars.  You shall 
not build a house to my name, because you have shed so much blood before 
me on the earth.  9 Behold, a son shall be born to you who shall be a man of rest.  
I will give him rest from all his surrounding enemies.  For his name shall be 
Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days.  10 He shall build a 
house for my name.  He shall be my son, and I will be his father, and I will 
establish his royal throne in Israel forever.’

– I Chron. 22:6-10



DAVID’S CHARGE & PROVISION

11 “Now, my son, the LORD be with you, so that you may succeed in building the house of 
the LORD your God, as he has spoken concerning you.  12 Only, may the LORD grant you 
discretion and understanding, that when he gives you charge over Israel you may keep 
the law of the LORD your God.  13 Then you will prosper if you are careful to observe the 
statutes and the rules that the LO LORD RD commanded Moses for Israel. Be strong and 
courageous.  Fear not; do not be dismayed.  14 With great pains I have provided for the 
house of the LORD 100,000 talents of gold, a million talents of silver, and bronze and iron 
beyond weighing, for there is so much of it; timber and stone, too, I have provided.  To 
these you must add.  15 You have an abundance of workmen: stonecutters, masons, 
carpenters, and all kinds of craftsmen without number, skilled in working 16 gold, silver, 
bronze, and iron.  Arise and work!  The LORD be with you!”

– I Chron. 22:11-16



DAVID’S BLESSING

Of Solomon.

Give the king your justice, O God,

and your righteousness to the royal son!

May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice!

Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness!

May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the children of the needy,
and crush the oppressor!

May they fear you while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations!

May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,

like showers that water the earth!

In his days may the righteous flourish,
and peace abound, till the moon be no more!

May he have dominion from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth!

May desert tribes bow down before him,
and his enemies lick the dust!

May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands
render him tribute;
may the kings of Sheba and Seba
bring gifts!

May all kings fall down before him,
all nations serve him!

– Ps. 72:1-11



GOD’S WISDOM

“Ask what I shall give you.”

The Dream of Solomon, Luca Giordano 



LIKE A TWO-EDGED SWORD

The Judgement Of Solomon, Giovanni Domenico Tiepolo



LIKE A TWO-EDGED SWORD

Christ and the Adulteress, Nicolas Poussin



PART II – 3-10
KING
Outflow

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, and your vats will be bursting with wine.”



WEALTH OF NATIONS

Cutting Down Cedars for the Construction of the Temple, Gustave Dore



THE TEMPLE



Component Material Origin Laborers

Foundation Limestone Mountains of Israel
Canaanites under Israelite 

overseers

Supports Cedar/Cypress Lebanon
Felled by Sidonians; rafted 

by Israelites

Implements for 
Washing & Sacrifice

Bronze Various (alloy)

Huram-abi (a Tyrian-Danite 
half-breed)

Interior structure Cedar Lebanon

Interior Gold Ophir? Sheba?

Cherubim Olive wood, gold-overlaid Israel?

THE TEMPLE



THE TEMPLE

And he came and preached peace to you 
who were far off and peace to those who 
were near.   For through him we both have 
access in one Spirit to the Father.  So then 
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God,  built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 
in whom the whole structure, being joined 
together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord.  In him you also are being built 
together into a dwelling place for God by the 
Spirit.

– Eph. 2:17-22



THE CITY

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and 
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a 
jasper, clear as crystal.  It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at 
the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes 
of the sons of Israel were inscribed—on the east three gates, on the north 
three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates.  And 
the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve 
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

– Rev. 21:10-14



THE BLESSINGS

Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, Giovanni Demin 



STRUCTURE: CHIASM

A. Introduction: father David – 1:1-2:12

B. Reign Established: unity – 2:13-46

C. Wife & Wisdom – 3:1-28

D. National Glory: administration, provisions

E. Preparation for the Temple: Hiram – 5:1-18

F. CENTER: Building & Dedication of the Temple – 6:1-9:9

E'. ‘So He Finished the House’: Hiram, slaves, gold – 9:10-26

D'. National Glory: Gentile honor, luxuries – 9:26-10:29

C'. Wives & Foolishness – 11:1-13

B'. Reign Undermined: adversaries – 11:14-43

A'. Conclusion: son Reheboam – 12:1-24

Adapted from https://revmarple.com/blog/teaching/solomons-wisdom-a-folly/

https://revmarple.com/blog/teaching/solomons-wisdom-a-folly/


STRUCTURE: CHIASM

A. Introduction: father David – 1:1-2:12
B. Reign Established: unity – 2:13-46

C. Wife & Wisdom – 3:1-28
D. National Glory: administration, provisions

E. Preparation for the Temple: Hiram – 5:1-18
F. Building of the Temple – 6:1-9:9

G. CENTER: Solomon’s Palace – 7:1-11
F'. Furnishing & Dedicating the Temple – 7:13-9:9

E'. ‘So He Finished the House’: Hiram, slaves, gold – 9:10-26
D'. National Glory: Gentile honor, luxuries – 9:26-10:29

C'. Wives & Foolishness – 11:1-13
B'. Reign Undermined: adversaries – 11:14-43

A'. Conclusion: son Reheboam – 12:1-24

 Gift (wisdom) & warning

 Gift (presence) & warning

 Judgment



PART III – 10:14-11:13
APOSTATE

Stagnation

“Whoever trusts in his riches will fall…”



EMPIRE

“…so Solomon rebuilt Gezer and Lower 
Beth-horon and Baalath and Tamar in the 
wilderness, in the land of Judah, and all 
the store cities that Solomon had, and the 
cities for his chariots, and the cities for 
his horsemen, and whatever Solomon 
desired to build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, 
and in all the land of his dominion.”

I Kings 9:17-19

Presenter
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HEALTH



WEALTH

Gold



STABILITY

Algumwood



SECURITY

Persian statuette of Egyptian chariot

Presenter
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THE CONTRAST

“I am poured out like water, 
And all my bones are out of joint; 

My heart is like wax; 
It is melted within me.”

– Psalm 22:14



PART IV – 11:14-12:24
LEGACY

Decay

“…a little folly outweighs wisdom and honor.”



THE DEAL

• What commands did Solomon break?

• What were the consequences?



VAPOR

• Ecc. 2:18-19; 12:1-8

• Luke 12:20

The Parable of the Rich Fool, Rembrandt



SHECHEM

Rehoboam’s Insolence, Hans Holbein the Younger



Vindication

STORY ARC

Creation

Exile

Promise

Redemption
†

Fulfillment

Fall

Consummation



BEGINNINGS AND ENDS

• Isaiah 11:1

• Revelation 5:5



DAVID’S FULFILLMENT

For he delivers the needy when he calls,
the poor and him who has no helper.

He has pity on the weak and the needy,
and saves the lives of the needy.

From oppression and violence he redeems their life,
and precious is their blood in his sight.

Long may he live;
may gold of Sheba be given to him!

May prayer be made for him continually,
and blessings invoked for him all the day!

May there be abundance of grain in the land;
on the tops of the mountains may it wave;
may its fruit be like Lebanon;
and may people blossom in the cities

like the grass of the field!

May his name endure forever,
his fame continue as long as the sun!

May people be blessed in him,
all nations call him blessed!

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous things.

Blessed be his glorious name forever;
may the whole earth be filled with his glory!

Amen and Amen!

The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended.

– Ps. 72:12-20



PART V
APPLICATION

Discussion

“People curse the one who hoards grain…”



APPLICATION QUESTIONS

• Who or what opposes us?  Why does God allow opposition?

• See Ecc. 12: How did Solomon’s life end?

• What gifts have you received?  What are you doing with 
them?



EPILOGUE

Retrospective

“For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”
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