
 





 



 



 



 

Intro - God’s perspective on global missions is designed to be a paradigm shifting course that will help 

move us from having a man focused perspective on global missions to a God centered focus. We will 

look at how God planned, prepared for and carried out his eternal plan of redemption and continues to 

do so throughout history.  

One of the biggest deceptions that exists in the heart of all of mankind is the fact that we are so “man 

centered” or “self focused”, which is a direct result from eating from the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil. Man wants to be his own god, making his own decisions, determining for himself what is right 

and wrong or good and bad. This manifests it’s self in every aspect of our lives, most importantly 

regarding every aspect of Christianity, how it’s obtained and lived out. 

 1. Like Cain determining what will make us acceptable to God 

 2. Regarding service and more specifically global missions. 

And so the purpose of this class is to show how global missions is not an expression of the greatness of 

man or the church. It’s not an expression of our wisdom, our commitment and devotion to Christ, or 

even of our love for the lost. But first and foremost it’s an expression of God and His love and eternal 

purposes. (Next Slide) 



 

It’s really interesting to get online and do a search on the “definition of missions”. You will get all kinds 

of different views on what it is and what it is not.  

But, what is most interesting to me is, that, in all of the definitions that I saw, it was all in regards to 

what we, the church are doing, what we are planning, or how or where we go about evangelism and 

discipleship. 

What I want to focus on in this class today, is the fact that missions doesn’t begin with mankind. It 

doesn’t even begin with the church.....it began in the heart of God.....not when Adam and Eve fell, but 

even before the foundations of the earth. It’s been His heart from eternity past. 

 



 



 



 



 



 

And Titus 1:1-2 - These verses all speak about this “plan” and “wisdom” of God that He predetermined 

and promised from before the foundations of the earth. It was His purpose and plan of the redemption, 

salvation, and eternal life for mankind. We call it “God’s eternal plan of redemption”. 

This is what missions is......it’s the communication of that eternal plan of redemption to another person 

either locally or globally. But, first and foremost, it’s important for us to recognize that it began in God’s 

heart from eternity past. 

One of the main reasons why this is so important is that it will determine who we are trusting in in any 

ministry. Are we fulfilling our plan? Do we see it as OUR responsibility? Or is it God who is fulfilling His 

own plan through us? Your perspective of this will determine where your trust and dependence lies. 

(Example of beginning to teach the Karen). 



 

Not only did this eternal plan of redemption begin in God’s heart back in eternity past, but it’s what He’s 

been revealing that He is about ever since!!!! 

1. Gen.3:15 - The promise of a Deliverer is first stated here and then was continued to be passed 

along to Adam and Eve’s descendants. 

2. Look at Gen.12:1-3 - God’s first promise to Abraham.....”so that all the families of the earth will 

be blessed”. 

3. All through the OT, God has continuously revealed His heart to save mankind. After leading 

Israel out of Egypt, look at this self description of His heart for them in Ex.19:3-4 (slide). 

 



 

This is an amazing manifestation of the heart of God that I think really brings into focus what His heart is 

really about. In the story of Israel’s exodus, we have salvation and deliverance. They were physical slaves 

in Egypt and God miraculously brought about their physical salvation and deliverance from slavery. 

And so here, we not only have the statement of the fact that it was God who delivered them.....but, here 

He also gives His purpose for delivering them.....”and brought you to Myself”. His whole purpose for 

delivering them from slavery was so that God’s love for them and relationship with them could be freely 

lived out through their lives. 

These physical pictures of physical deliverance and the manifestation of God’s heart in it throughout the 

OT are meant to be physical pictures of spiritual truth that is true of us and God’s heart for us in the NT. 

What God communicated about His heart for Israel in Ex.19, He communicates the same for us in 

2Cor.5:17-19 (slide) 



 

Here we not only have the fact of our spiritual salvation and some things that it consists of.....being 

made a new creation, not having our trespasses imputed to us.....but, again we see the heart of God in 

the purpose of our salvation, in order to be reconciled to Himself....it says that it’s He who has 

reconciled us to Himself.....that it was His will and desire.  

I believe it’s safe to say that many many Christians are confused about the heart of God and have a 

warped perspective about what it is that He really desires. If you have a wrong view of His purposes in 

the OT it will lead to a wrong view of His purposes in the NT. 

1. Lots of commands and judgement of sin in the OT......Your view of the heart of God will 

determine your interpretation and application of not only those events, but what we see in the 

NT all the way through to the book of Revelation. 

2. Many Christians make it all about obedience and judgement. - This view begins in the OT and 

carries through all the way to Revelation and they view Revelation as being mainly about God’s 

wrath and judgement. 

3. This is why the point of this lesson (the fact that God’s heart has been about salvation and 

redemption from before eternity past) is so important. For there are a lot of commands and 

judgement in the OT....God is absolutely holy and cannot associate with sin........but, as it says in 

1Jn.4, God is love!!!! The essence of who He is is love.....which is actually what is motivating His 

judgement of sin, as it’s the only way mankind will recognize his sinfulness and turn to Christ for 

salvation.....it’s not that God hates sin, but that He loves mankind......and this is the true 

message of Revelation. 

4. We often quote Jn.3:16 - For God so loved.......but, vs.16 is followed by vs.17 (slide) 



 

God’s purpose is not wrath and judgement.....it’s redemption and salvation. And it’s been that way from 

before the foundations of the earth. Here’s a few of the statements that were made about God in OT 

passages. 

So, we first looked at factual statements about God’s eternal purpose, then we saw that it’s what He 

actually reveals about Himself through His interaction with mankind, and now lastly, we’ll look at the 

fact that indeed, this revelation of Himself has been clear 

Now look at what is said about him in the NT (slide) 



 



 

 



 

Paul, as an Apostle and church planter, describes the purpose of his calling to be in proclaiming among 

the gentiles “the unsearchable riches of Christ and to make all see what is their participation of how 

these things affect them…. 

Then he says, this is the mystery that God had hid from the beginning to be carried out by Christ. And 

then again in vs.11 he mentions that this is the eternal purpose of God that He accomplished in 

Christ!!!!! 

It’s exactly what he said in 2Tim.1:9 and all the other passages that we read earlier. 

 


