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Proverbs 3:13-26 

The Benefits of “finding” Wisdom 

I. The Overall Purpose of Proverbs - Simply stated is to gain wisdom. As Don has 

already stated, “wise” as an adjective, “wisdom” as a noun, and “to be wise” as a 

verb” altogether occurs 102 times in Proverbs. This is 1/3 of it’s uses over the whole 

OT. 

II. Why the need for such a strong emphasis on obtaining wisdom? 

A. Consider the context for every human being that has ever existed from any age in 

history, country, culture, or background. Bottomline, all of humanity, regardless of 

who you are, where you live, or what you believe, are influenced and often 

controlled by 3 sources/enemies; 

1. The World 

a. We live in a fallen world that is cursed and full of sin, temptation, and many 

pitfalls.  

b. It is totally anti God and anti Christ. 

c. We are constantly bombarded by flawed, deceitful “worldly wisdom” that is 

contrary to godly/biblical wisdom. 

- 1Cor.1:17-25 

- I Cor.2:6-8 

- 1Cor. 3:18-23 

d. Worldly wisdom led the “rulers of this age” to execute Jesus. Today, it leads 

people to commit abortions, abandon God’s design for marriage, to get God 

and anything having to do with Him out of schools and out of Gov’t. It leads 

people to go to great lengths to try and change their gender. 

- There is also a more subtle type of worldly wisdom that often infiltrates the 

church…..like allowing our culture to determine some of our form or function 

(trying to conduct the worship service to appeal to the flesh/senses). 

2. The Flesh 



  Thursday, June 18, 2020 

2 

a. Along with the fallen world and it’s system that we live in, each of us are also 

housed in a fallen human body that has a “flesh” attached to it. Paul calls it 

“indwelling sin”. 

b. Do you remember the old American Express travelers checks slogan? “Don’t 

leave home without them”? Well, we literally follow that when it comes to the 

indwelling sin that resides in these fallen human bodies….we never go 

anywhere without it!!! 

c. Of our 3 enemies, this is the only one that is internal, and so is constantly 

there seeking to influence and control us on a daily basis. 

- This is the whole reason why God said what He said in Gen.6:5-6 

- Also look at Jer.17:9 

- Rom.7:15-20 

3. The Devil 

a. Lastly, we have the devil who is constantly with his many minions seeking to 

use the world, our flesh, and circumstances to seek to lie and deceive us. We 

are constantly bombarded with lies in this world. - Jn.8:44 

b. The predicament that humanity is in, is exactly the same as Israel at the Red 

Sea. 

- They had the sea before them, mountains on the sides, and the Egyptian 

army bearing down from behind. There would have been no way that they 

could have ever overcome any of these things on their own. 

- We too are totally surrounded by our enemies and we are absolutely 

hopeless within ourselves to overcome any one of them. 

- If we DON’T obtain God’s divine intervention by means of engaging in His 

wisdom, knowledge, and understanding, we are doomed!! We will march 

right on into destruction. Example of sheep 

- Our worldly wisdom will lead us right into every type of destruction. 

B. It’s grasping this concept then of our human context that I think really gives 

meaning to Prov.1:7 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”. 
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1. When you recognize how hopeless, helpless, and deceived you are in and of 

yourself, you are then prepared to recognize your desperate need of God and 

His every provision both physically and spiritually 

2. And when you have that perspective of how desperately you need God…..that’s 

the beginning of wisdom…..then you are on the right path and headed in the 

right direction to engage in His wisdom, knowledge, and understanding. 

3. Being brought to this proper perspective then, I think enables us to appreciate 

and value the message of tonight’s section in Prov.3:13-26 

III. The Benefits of Finding Wisdom 

A. Proverbs 3:13-26 - READ (Ps.1 is a great parallel passage and I think it’s really 

interesting to consider the fact that if David wrote psalm 1 which sounds a lot like 

the message of proverbs, and Solomon wrote most of the proverbs, then there is 

evidence that David did with Solomon what it appears that Solomon is seeking to 

do with his sons in proverbs. 

1. So now with our context set, we are prepared to better recognize the 

importance and the value of finding true godly wisdom. 

2. First, I would break this passage down into just two main points; 

a. The purpose of this section, to state the importance of finding wisdom. 

b. Second, is the rest of the passage that quantifies the blessing that wisdom 

will bestow upon all who find her. So, let’s just walk through the verses. 

B. So, vs.13 states, “Happy is the man who finds wisdom and the man who finds 

understanding”. This word happy means blessed. 

1. So, here he is making a statement about the importance of finding wisdom, 

that you will be made happy/blessed in finding it. Then, the rest of the verses, 

he goes on to tell us how finding wisdom will become a blessing to us. 

a. At this point, I think it’s also important to talk more about this being made 

happy or blessed. In order to be blessed by finding wisdom, you have to 

have a certain set of values in place, or you won’t even be able to 

appreciate the benefits of finding wisdom. You won’t think you need it or 

you may think that you already have it. 
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b. Earlier we quoted Jer.17:9, but, if you back up and look at vs.5-8 I think we 

can see an example of what I am talking about - Jer.17:5-8 

i. Vs.6 - “cannot see when the good comes”. When we are in the flesh, we 

are self centered. We want what we want more than we want God 

Himself. In the flesh, our only use for God is in terms of what we want 

from Him.  

- When a little kid asks for a cupcake 5 minutes before dinner and the 

parent says no, that answer is a good, right, and wise answer, but in 

most cases the child won’t recognize it as being good and wise for they 

are too self centered at that point only wanting what they want. 

ii. And so, when God in His love and wisdom, allows us for our own good 

and spiritual growth, to go through undesirable circumstances, if we are 

in the flesh, we will be self centered and it will be impossible for us to see 

“the good” that He is bringing about. At that point we haven’t “found 

wisdom”, we aren’t desiring wisdom and therefore are not in a place to 

even be able to value the benefits of the wisdom that He desires us to 

become engaged in. 

iii. So, I don’t think it’s accurate to think that we can just flip a switch and 

begin to desire to find wisdom, but the enablement to even have the 

proper value system in place will come only as we walk in the Spirit and 

not in the flesh. Philippians calls this, “having the mind of Christ”. 

- We can know in our minds that we need wisdom and ask for it, but that 

seeking for wisdom is not the same as when you come to the place of 

recognizing how desperate you are for it. An example of this is in our 

physical hunger....there is a difference in how we pursue food when we 

are just grazing because we are bored....and when we sit down for a full 

meat and potatoes meal after doing a lot of physical work. Your hunger 

isn’t the same and your food consumption isn’t the same. 

- So it is in hungering for this wisdom, the truth, that leads to spiritual 

growth. Our perspective of our context, our perspective of our own 

spiritual lives plays a major part in how hungry we are for these things. 
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- This is exactly what we see in James 1:2-5 - notice the progression 

here....basically, we need to rejoice in trials because of how they are 

used by God to (put it simply) “conform us to the image of Christ”.... 

- But, often times, we don’t have the right perspective of these trials and 

rather than rejoicing in them, we scheme and beg God to take them 

away....it’s in this context of not recognizing the value of what God is 

accomplishing that James encourages us in vs.5 to ask God for 

wisdom.....the ability to see my trials from His point of view and thereby 

become enabled to embrace and rejoice in the work that He is doing 

through them. 

iv. A really good comparison here for this point is in comparing Israel’s 

response to their experiences in the wilderness with Jesus’ response to 

His experiences in taking on the form of a man to die for the world. 

- Israel - Exodus 13:17-18;14:10-12; 16:1-3; 17:1-3; 31:18-32:4 and 

Numbers 14:1-4, 11; 20:1-5; 21:4-5 

- God had great and amazing things in store for Israel. His promise was 

to lead them out of slavery and into a “promised land flowing with milk 

and honey”....meaning a place of abundance where their every need 

would be met. 

- He gave them an unbelievable display of not only his power, but also 

of His heart for them in the way that He led them out of Egypt. 

- But, Israel was so self centered and short sighted, that they would lose 

sight of God’s promises and purposes at every hardship of difficulty 

that came up along the way. 

- Jesus - Hebrews 12:1-2 

- Apply this to our context, this world is no longer our home, but has 

become our wilderness. Our hope is not in a happy, long, stress free 

life in this current world. But, our hope is in the place that He promised 

that He is preparing for us in the new heavens and the new earth….. 

- as we go through this life, it’s the hope and joy of looking forward to an 

eternity in the presence of Christ in the place that He is preparing for 

us, that enables us to accept and endure the hardships and difficulties 
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that come with living in a fallen world…..This is the wisdom that I 

believe we are talking about here in this passage…. 

- The wisdom of seeing things from God’s point of view, and eternal 

point of view. 

- Example of some of our overseas trips - In some places the 

circumstances are really rough…..but, because I know I am only there 

for a week, knowing that I will soon be home eating delicious Thai food 

and sleeping in my own bed again, gives me the ability to endure while 

I’m there. During that week, I don't have to be obsessed with trying to 

change my circumstances, for it will soon be over.  

- Now when we lived in Thailand for 17 years and in a tribal village for 

11 of those….then yeah, we bought some things that helped change 

our circumstances a bit, but, the decisions we made, were all made in 

light of the goal of one day moving out and leaving the church on it’s 

own. We knew we wouldn’t spend the rest of our lives there and that 

shaped our perspective on the things that we had to endure. 

C. Here in vs.14-15, his statement about the value of wisdom begins to narrow. In 

vs.13 it was a broad statement that you will be blessed if you find it. 

1. Now, he sharpens the meaning of that a bit by contrasting it with some of the 

most valuable possessions on earth…gold, silver, precious stones, and 

anything else that you may desire on earth, and stating that finding wisdom is 

more valuable than all that this world contains. 

a. This is exactly what Jesus was saying in Mat.16:24-26….”what shall it profit a 

man if he gains the whole world and loses his soul”. 

D. Vs.16-18 then, he begins to tell us why nothing that you could ever desire in this 

world can compare in value to finding true godly/biblical wisdom. At first glance, it 

would appear that the writer is simply talking about the earthly benefits of finding 

wisdom, but, I think it’s pretty clear that he’s also talking about eternal benefits. 

And the more assured we become of the ETERNAL benefits, the more it will 

shape our earthly lives. 

1. In vs.14-15, he tells us that the benefits of finding wisdom is more important 

than the earthly riches that people treasure on this earth, 
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2. But, then follows it in vs.16 by saying that part of the benefit of wisdom is length 

of days and riches and honor…..so, which is it? 

3. This is where the culture and time in history of the context that Solomon was 

writing to, Israel in the dispensation of law and our context of living in the 

dispensation of grace with the completed revelation of God must all be factored 

in to our interpretation and application. 

a. Under the dispensation of law, look at God’s promises to Israel in Dt.28:1-14 - 

basically, long life and earthly riches. 

b. Under the dispensation of grace, look at God’s promises to the church in 

terms of what we can expect to experience while seeking to live a godly life - 

2Cor.4:16-18; 2Tim.3:10-12 -  

c. But, the length of days and riches that He does promise us are spiritual and 

eternal - Jn.3:16; Jn.10:25-30; Rom.5:20-21; 6:23; Titus 1:2; 3:7 - Obviously 

there are tons of other passages that we could also turn to. 

d. In terms of riches, let’s first look at what Jesus said about Himself in Jn.16:15 

i. Now look at Rom.8:15-17 - He is our Father, we are His children, and 

therefore, we are joint heirs with Christ. 

ii. This is why Paul said in Eph.1:3, that we have been blessed with EVERY 

spiritual blessing in the heavenliness. 

iii. As an early church apostle and church planter, look at how Paul 

summarizes the focus of his ministry in Eph.3:8 - ….”that I should preach 

among the gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ”. That what we have 

been given in Christ and all that God has in store for us is unfathomable, 

incomprehensible, it’s so much that it’s inexhaustible. 

iv. Look at 1Cor.2:6-12 - I think this passage really puts this whole proverbs 

passage together for us in our current context….. 

v. Finding the “hidden wisdom” of God that He ordained before the ages, will 

lead us to receiving and experiencing things that God has in store for us 

that are so wonderful and beyond our imagination that He describes it as, 

“things which eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it ever entered into 

the heart of man”…. 
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vi. And notice he finishes this passage with vs.12 - That it’s the HS’s role to 

reveal to us these things that have been freely given to us by God!!! The 

more He does that, the more confident we become in the amazing things 

that He has in store for us, the more enabled we will become to walk in true 

biblical wisdom here and now, and this is where vs.17-18 come in. 

- Ways of pleasantness, paths of peace, it being a tree of life to you, I 

believe are all speaking of how this mindset will shape and affect our 

daily lives. 

- The ability to be pleasant and at peace in the midst of hardship and 

difficulty comes from having hope in something…. 

- The other thing he said, is that, finding wisdom, or having this seeing 

things from God’s point of view mindset, will be a tree life to you. A great 

passage that I think really explains this in our context is 2Peter1:2-4 

- When our hope is not being determined by God’s “great and precious” 

promises that He has in store for us, our mind, will, and emotions 

becomes corrupted by “all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the 

lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1Jn.2:16). 

- But, Peter says, when our perspective is being determined by an 

assurance of God’s great and precious promises, then this enables us to 

“escape the corruption that is in the world”….Again, this is the wisdom 

that I believe this passage is talking about. 

vii. look at Prov.3:21-26. Again, he is restating the earthly benefit that this 

mindset will cause in our daily lives. 

- vs.22 - is speaking of encouragement to our soul and adornment to our 

countenance or presence…..when is our soul discouraged? When are 

we acting in ways that are uncomely? When we are responding and 

controlled by indwelling sin. 

- vs.23 - Then you will walk safely in your way, and your foot will not 

stumble…..It’s discontentment and self centeredness that cause us to 

take unnecessary risks and that cause us to make ungodly decisions that 

trip us up so to speak. It doesn’t mean that bad things will never happen 

to us, as vs.25 implies that they will. But, in terms of stumbling that is 

caused by us ourselves, is what he is talking about here. 
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- Here’s a simple example….driving down the road and someone pulls 

out in front of me and I have to slam on my brakes etc…..my mindset 

at that time can and will affect whether my response is a “stumbling” 

and sin, or a continuing to walk in “wisdom” that is shaped by God’s 

great and precious promises of who I am and where I am headed In 

Christ. 

- vs.24 - When you lie down and can’t sleep out of fear, what is the cause 

of that? Sometimes it comes from worrying about circumstances, how 

something is going to turn out….sometimes it’s out of worrying about 

loved ones and the decisions they are making…..sometimes it can be 

due to feeling guilty and condemned over things we have done or 

decisions we have made……all of these things can be traced back to an 

inability to trust God and believe His promises. And if we aren’t trusting 

God and believing His promises, then we haven’t “found wisdom”. We 

are not walking in the way of wisdom. 

- vs.25-26 - We live in a fallen and sin cursed world, there are “terrors” that 

can come upon us suddenly. There is trouble that is brought into our lives 

by wicked people…..but, if you have found wisdom, not the wisdom of 

the world, but the hidden wisdom of God which He ordained before the 

ages, then He will be your confidence. 

IV. Where wisdom comes from 

A. Vs.19-20 are kind of stuck in the middle of this passage, I see it, as a reminder of 

Who the all-wise One is and where wisdom, knowledge and understanding comes 

from. 

1. He had already stated back in chapter 2:6, that “the Lord gives wisdom, from 

His mouth come knowledge and understanding”. 

2. Creation is one of the greatest examples of the knowledge, wisdom, 

understanding, and power of God, and the intended purpose of the author is to 

wow the reader with His greatness in order to cause us to depend upon and 

trust in Him. 

3. The importance of what he says in vs.19-20 is revealed by the seriousness of 

his command in vs.21, “My son, do not lose sight of these”…..do not lose sight 

of these facts about God and your desperate need of Him. By doing so you will 

be enabled to[][ 
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4.  keep sound wisdom and discretion. And if you are keeping sound wisdom and 

discretion, it will affect your decisions, your actions and your perspectives. 

5. Two last verses I’d like to throw in here are; Col.3:1-11; 2Cor.2:14-16 
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