
2 Samuel 12 (David and Nathan the prophet) 2 Samuel 14 (David and the Woman of Tekoa)

The sin: Murder The sin: Murder

God sends Nathan to David, puts words in his mouth to 
convict David of his sin

Joab sends the woman of Tekoa, puts words in her mouth to convict David 
to overlook the sin

Nathan begins with a fictitious story about a poor man 
who is robbed of his one lamb by a rich man.

The woman begins with a fictitious story of herself as the poor widow 
about to be robbed of her last lamb, whose fate rests in David’s hands.

David rules for justice without mercy (the offender will be 
put to death).

David rules for mercy instead of justice (the offender will not be put to 
death).

Nathan accuses David of being the offender—the rich 
man who robbed the poor man of his lamb.

The woman accuses David of being the offender in not being merciful like 
God in finding a way to bring his own banished son home. 

David faces God as God pronounces judgment on him 
for his sin.

David refuses to face his son or deliver a charge against him, even when 
Absalom challenges him, “if there is iniquity in me, let him execute me.”

David repents. Absalom does not repent. 

God forgives David and spares his life by putting away 
the sin (transferring the penalty for the sin to his son).

David forgives Absalom but still doesn’t deal with the sin.

The son dies for the father’s sin. ???

Forgiveness and Repentance

How to Stage a Coup (Abimelech-style, Judges 9)
Step 1: Identify and isolate your support base.
Step 2: Appeal to your support base using a skewed argument.  Create a fight where there is no fight, and an enemy where there is no enemy.
Step 3: Let others promote you. 
Step 4: Build an army.
Step 5: Slaughter the opposition.
Step 6: Assume the throne.



Chiastic Structure of David’s Flight From Jerusalem (2 Samuel 15:13-37) 
 

 

 

(A1) The King leaves Jerusalem with his servants (15:13-29) 

(B1) The people cross over the Brook of Kidron 

(C1) The king crosses the Brook of Kidron 

(D1) The Ark of God prepares to cross over the Brook Kidron  

(E1) The king will not take the Ark with him as if it were his servant. 

(F1) The king acknowledges God’s sovereignty, puts his life in God’s hands.  

(E2) The king asks that messages be brought to him from Jerusalem. 

(D2) The Ark returns to Jerusalem. 

(C2) The king ascends the Mount of Olives, weeping. 

 (B2) The people ascend after the king, weeping. 

 (A2) Absalom comes to Jerusalem. 

(1a) The kings servants pass by him, but he stops Ittai 

(2a) The king addresses Ittai – “Return to Jerusalem.” 

(3) Ittai vows loyalty to David 

(2b) The king addresses Ittai – “Cross over” 

(1b) Ittai, his men, and their families cross over. 

 

(1a) David’s counselor Ahithophel has departed from him. 

(2a) The king petitions the LORD for an intervention. 

(3) The LORD gives him the solution—Hushai 

(2b) David tasks Hushai with defeating Ahithophel’s counsel. 

(1b) Hushai departs to return to Jerusalem. 

The Friend that goes with him to help him 

The Friend that stays behind to help him 
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