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The Christian Virtues

Ephesians 4
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From Truths Known to True Selves

o Inthe first three c:hal:fcc:rsJ Paul dealt with the great and eternal

truths of the Christian faith, and with the function of the
Church.

+ Now, In chapters 4 -6, he turns to what each member of the

Church must be it the Church is to carry out its Part in that Plan.
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Unity Through Christ

o The central thought of Ephesians is that Jesus has brought to a disunited

world the way to unitg.

» Unity through faith in Christj and it is the Church’s task to Proclaim this

message to all the world.

o And now Paul turns to the character that Christians must have if the

1

Church is to fulfill the great task of bcing Christ’s instruments of universal

reconciliation between individuals, and between those same individuals and
God within the world.




4150 then) L the Prisoner in the | ord, urge you to behave

3ourse|ves N a way that is worthg of the ca”ing with which you are

called. :i urge you to |

behave with all humilitg, and gentleness, and

Patience. | urge you to bear with one another in love. 5| urge you

eager|9 to preserve that unitg which the Holg SPirit can bring }39
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bincling things together N peace.

—~ ‘.:":Phesians 4.1-3 Authorized King James Version 1769
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“When we enter into any 5ocietg) we take upon ourselves the
obligation to live a certain kind of life; and i we fail in that obligation,
we hinder the aims of our society and bring discredit on its name.
Hete, Paul Paints the Picture of the kind of life that People must live
when theg enter the Fe”owship of the Christian Church.

The first three verses shine likejewels. Here we have five of the great
basic words of the Christian faith.”

~William Darc:lagJ The Letters to the Galatians and 'i‘"_.!:>hesiansJ 1954 p. 148
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The Christian Virtues

Humilitg

Gentleness or Meekness
Patience or Long~5mc1cering
Agape _ove

Peace in Fe“owship (lmplied)
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Humi itg

« The Greek word is tal:)einl:)hrosune - “Jowliness” of human Pricle (56!1@—

nt) ; that qualitg of mindset of “having a humble oPi nion of oneselﬁ

.e. a cleep sense of one’s (moral) littleness — i.e. lowliness of mind” - ()

Thager)

+ This is a word which the Christian faith coined. In Greek, there is no word for

humilitg which does NOT have some suggestion of meanness attached to it.

o Before C

nristianity, humilitg was not considered a virtue at all. The ancient

WOT‘IC‘ IOO

ced on Humilitg as a thing to be clespised.




Christian Humi itg

o Inthe clags betore Jesus, humﬂitg was looked on as a cowering,

cringeing, servile, and ignoHe qualitg.

o Christian humilitg comes from 5elmc~|<now|cclge. True lﬁumilitg comes
when we face ourselves and see our weakness) our selﬁshnessJ

our failure in Working and Personal relationships or achievements.

o Christian humility comes from setting our life beside the life of

Christ and in light of the demands of God.




Meekness - In Comple‘cc—: Control

o The second of the great Christian virtues is gentleness or meekness. The Greek noun is

praotes, and the adjective S praus.

* aVvorite SXampic Or MECKINCESssS 1S a walrnorse In tne Miast Or DattiC standading rcsoiutce
My favorit ple of meekness i horse in the midst of battle standing resolut

clespite the battle raging, around it, and its rider; so well trained and Aisciplinecl that it will

clo whatever it 1s ca”ecl upon O Glo.

+ Aristotle defines it as the micL-Point between being too angry and never being angry at all.

s Put another way, the person who is praus is the one who is stirred ]:)3 inclignation at the
wrongs and sugerings of others, but is never moved to anger bﬂ any Personal Wrongs or

insults.




Long~5ugeri ng Patience

- The Greek word is makrothumla Chrlstlan Patlence 1S the sl:)mt Wl"llCl‘] never

admits clelceat which will not be broken bﬂ any mistortune or sugerlng bg

any chsappomtment Or cllscouragement, but which Persxsts to the end.

o It also has the more characteristic meaning for Patience with others. Itis the

spirit which bears insult and injurg without bitterness and without Complaint.

o Itisthe sPirit which can sutter unpleasant People with graciousness and

(~ 5 ; 5 ,
‘*'ools Wlthout irritation.
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Christian Love

o Thisis where | first came to understand the limits of the finglish |anguage! Our one word

for love makes it very ditficult to divine what is meant and is very context ciepenclent.
* Greek, on the other hancl) has four words for love:
o cros (sexual love and Passion) ;
. Philia (cleeP Frienclship or brotherly love):
+ storge (amilial atrection and love);

* agape (the highest form of love; selﬂess, sacrificial, and unconditional).
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Aga pe

+ Was the Greek word agape widely used before the Christian era?

+ No.
s The Pre-Christian History of agape:
» Classical Greek Literature
* Broacl, non~Passionate attection or contentment
It was considered a |inguistica”9 “neutral word” without cleep theological wcight.
. SePtuagint E‘xpansion

s When Jewish scholars translated the Hebrew Torah into Greek, theg’d used agape and agapao to

translate various Hebrew words for love — including chesed (God’s |ogal) covenant love)
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New lestament

The New Testament elevated agape to the supreme virtue.

Rather than a love based on the worth of the object, agape became defined as a love

originating entirelg from the character of the giver.

The ultimate definition shitted from a contract or covenant to an act of ultimate sacrifice.

The aPostie John Famousig summarized this transtormation bg writing, “God is agal:)e”
(1 John 4-:8)

Paul dedicated an entire ciwal:)ter (1 Corinthians 1%) to cieﬁning its Patient, selfless nature.




FPeace or Sacred Oneness

o These four great virtues of the Christian life — humilitg,

gentleness, Patience, love — lead to a ﬁ]cth, peace.

o Itis Pauls urgent request that the People to whom he is writing
should eagerlg preserve the ‘sacred oneness’ which should

characterize the true Church.
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“Peace may be defined as right relationships one with another.

This oneness, this peace and these rigl*xt relationships can be
Preservccl in one way. Everyone of the four great Christian virtues
clel:)encls on the obliteration of self. As |ong as self is at the center
of things, this oneness can never Fu”g exist. Ina society where self
Preclominates, Pcoplc cannot form angthing but a clisintegratecl
collection of individuals and warring units. bBut when self dies and
Christ springs to life within our hearts, then comes the peace, the
oneness, which is the great hallmark of the true Church.”

~William Barclag) The Letters to the Galatians and ‘,:_":!:)hesians, 1954 p. 15%
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Conclusions

o Of the four Greek words for Christian virtues, two are uniquely Christian:
and (humilitg and selfless love).

< Along with the other two, and (meekness and gracious

|ong~5ugering) , these virtues mold us into our “true selves” as we are

{

transtormed 139 our studg of scril:)tura.

truth to humble se|7C~|<nowlcclge leading

to bringing our excesses under control and haviﬂg concern for others.

o Itis Paul’s urgent request that the Peopie to whom he is writing should eager|9

preserve the ‘sacrecl oneness’ whiclﬁ slﬁoulcl Characterize the true Church.




