
Intentional Parenting: Class 2 

 

I. Two Questions to Consider: 

A. Are we aware as parents it is primarily our responsibility to disciple our children? 

1. For years parents have dropped their kids off at youth group or church 

hoping the church will teach them, or they go to church with their kids, but 

don’t feel they know enough about the bible to disciple their children.  

B. As parents do we feel inadequate to disciple our children?  

1. If so, let’s start off with some biblical truths to help prepare us to disciple 

our children.      

 

II. We can raise kids who love us, love themselves, live morally upright, and who are 

ridiculously successful, but if they don’t treasure Christ our parenting has missed the 

mark.    

      

III. The Kitchen 

A. What are the ingredients of family discipleship?  

1. The Gospel 

2. The Big Story (Biblical Theology) 

3. The Big Truths (Systematic Theology) 

4. The Great Commission 

5. Spiritual Disciplines 

6. Christian Living 

7. Worldview 

B. The Gospel ~ means Good News 

1. 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, Romans 1:16, John 3:16, Romans 5:8. 

2. It is crucial that we have a good understanding of the Gospel. Can we 

explain what Jesus did, why He did it, and what we need to do to have 

everlasting life?  

3. The truth of God’s sovereignty and holiness compels us to reject all so-

called gospels that are man-centered.  

4. The good news is not that we should do something, but rather that God 

has already accomplished salvation for all who will believe in what Jesus 

has done for us. 

5. There are some false Gospels that we need to be aware of: 

a) The False Gospel of Personal Improvement: This urges you to 

adjust your thinking, attitudes, and actions in order to earn the 

favor and blessing of God. We CAN’T earn God’s favor. 

b) The False Gospel of Prosperity: Did you know that God wants you 

to be lavishly wealthy? The hope of the prosperity gospel is found 

in a present-day emphasis on material wealth.  

c) The False Gospel of Peace and Purpose: The message is that 

God’s wonderful plan for your life is to give you peace and 

purpose. Sounds kind of biblical, doesn’t it? Jesus says in 



Matthew 10:34: Do not think that I came to bring peace on the 

earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  

d) The “Pray the Prayer” False Gospel: This is the grandaddy error of 

them all. If you have spent much time presenting the gospel to 

strangers you have probably heard, “I haven’t been to church in 

years, but I am a Christian-when I was in the fifth grade I prayed 

and asked Jesus into my heart.” Countless people have been 

taught, explicitly or implicitly, that saying a particular prayer grants 

them guaranteed entrance into the celestial city. We know that we 

are saved by Grace through Faith. No work of man will save us. 

6. Continued Good News:  

a) Galatians 2:20, Romans 6:6. Eph: 2:4-9 

b) When Jesus was crucified we were crucified. When Jesus died we 

died. When Jesus was raised from the dead, we were raised from 

the dead. God made us alive together with Christ, and raised us 

up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus.     

C. The Big Story (Biblical Theology): The Big Story Points to God: 

1. God is not only in control, He is also Holy. Holiness is most commonly 

associated with moral purity or perfection, and rightly so, but God’s 

Holiness also includes His transcendence. This is critical. God must not 

be reduced in our estimation to a superior version of ourselves. We were 

created in His image, but God is so much greater than us and so different 

that if we saw Him in even a tiny fraction of His glory we would 

immediately die. It is because of this transcendent otherness that no one 

can come to know God on their own terms. God alone sets the rules for 

how we relate to Him.  

2. Romans 1:18-20 

3. The Bible is about God working in the lives of men, women, and children, 

directing all of history toward a sure conclusion. God is the main 

character of Scripture and His sovereign grace is vividly on display, from 

Genesis to Revelation. 

4. When we see that the Bible is really telling one Big Story about God and 

His purposes, we can come to difficult or challenging passages with a far 

more constructive approach.   

D. The Big Truths (Systematic Theology) 

1. God’s Word; God’s Character; The Trinity; Creation and God’s 

Providential Rule; Human Nature and Sin; The Person of Jesus; The 

Work and Ministry of Jesus; The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit; 

Salvation; The Church; and Last Things. 

2. This is an effort to compile everything the Scripture says about a 

particular topic and systemize the results into statements of doctrinal 

truth.   



3. Many Christians shy away from theological learning and study. They think 

it’s too hard, or not important, or even unspiritual. This is a huge mistake. 

Your children are going to formulate their ideas about the Bible, God, 

man, salvation from somewhere. If you do not teach your children biblical 

doctrine, they will be forced to synthesize key ideas(about who God is 

and who they are) from random bits of truth and falsehood they collect 

from church, peers, teachers, social media, and the media.  

4. Knowing and teaching the Big Truths of Scripture to our children is vital to 

their spiritual growth and development.  

E. The Great Commission:  

1. The Bible not only teaches us what we ought to believe about God. It 

shows us that God has a purpose for His people on this earth, what the 

purpose is, and how He desires to use us to help accomplish it. God has 

given His people the great task of taking His gospel into the world. It is 

vital that our children see the missional heart of God for the world, while 

coming to understand how God is glorified through our faithful witness.  

2. Matthew 28:16-20. FBC mission statement: Ask if there is anyone who 

can recite it.  

F. Spiritual Disciplines:  

1. 1 Timothy 4:7b Discipline yourself for godliness; for bodily discipline is 

only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds 

promise for the present life and also for the life to come.  

G. Christian Living:  

1. Read Romans 12 

H.  Worldview:  

1. A worldview that is not genuinely biblical and therefore God-centered will 

inevitably be man-centered. Worldview also helps us develop biblical 

philosophies for education, economics, and law. Passing along biblical 

wisdom to our children will serve them well going forward.  

 

Group Questions for Discussion: 

1. When was the last time you shared the gospel with someone? What did you say in 

sharing the gospel? Did the person trust Christ at that time?  

2. What is a favorite Bible story that you tell your kids about?  

3. What fun ways are you using to tell your children about God?  

4. Is there someone in your life that has discipled you? If so how have you grown because 

of being discipled?  
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Are we aware as parents it is primarily our responsibility to disciple our children?

As parents, do we feel inadequate to disciple our children? 



• The Gospel
• The Big Story (Biblical Theology)
• The Big Truths (Systematic Theology)
• The Great Commission
• Spiritual Disciplines
• Christian Living
• Worldview
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• 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, Romans 1:16, John 3:16, Romans 5:8.
• It is crucial that we have a good understanding of the Gospel.  Can we explain 

what Jesus did, why He did it, and what we need to do to have everlasting life? 
• The truth of God’s sovereignty and holiness compels us to reject all so-called 

gospels that are man-centered. 
• The good news is not that we should do something, but rather that God has 

already accomplished salvation for all who will believe in what Jesus has done 
for us.
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• There are some false Gospels that we need to be aware of:
• The False Gospel of Personal Improvement: This urges you to adjust your thinking, attitudes, and 

actions in order to earn the favor and blessing of God.  We CAN’T earn God’s favor.
• The False Gospel of Prosperity: Did you know that God wants you to be lavishly wealthy?  The hope 

of the prosperity gospel is found in a present-day emphasis on material wealth. 
• The False Gospel of Peace and Purpose: The message is that God’s wonderful plan for your life is to 

give you peace and purpose.  Sounds kind of biblical, doesn’t it?  Jesus says in Matthew 10:34: Do not 
think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 

• The “Pray the Prayer” False Gospel: This is the grandaddy error of them all. If you have spent much 
time presenting the gospel to strangers you have probably heard, “I haven’t been to church in years, but 
I am a Christian—when I was in the fifth grade I prayed and asked Jesus into my heart.”  Countless 
people have been taught, explicitly or implicitly, that saying a particular prayer grants them guaranteed 
entrance into the Celestial City.  We know that we are saved by Grace through Faith.  No work of man 
will save us.
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• Continued Good News: 
• Galatians 2:20, Romans 6:6. Eph: 2:4-9
• When Jesus was crucified we were crucified. When Jesus died we died. When Jesus 

was raised from the dead, we were raised from the dead. God made us alive 
together with Christ, and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus. 
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• God is not only in control, He is also Holy. Holiness is most commonly associated with moral purity or 
perfection, and rightly so, but God’s Holiness also includes His transcendence. This is critical. God must 
not be reduced in our estimation to a superior version of ourselves. We were created in His image, but 
God is so much greater than us and so different that if we saw Him in even a tiny fraction of His glory 
we would immediately die. It is because of this transcendent otherness that no one can come to know 
God on their own terms. God alone sets the rules for how we relate to Him. 

• Romans 1:18-20
• The Bible is about God working in the lives of men, women, and children, directing all of history toward 

a sure conclusion. God is the main character of Scripture and His sovereign grace is vividly on display, 
from Genesis to Revelation.

• When we see that the Bible is really telling one Big Story about God and His purposes, we can come to 
difficult or challenging passages with a far more constructive approach.
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• God’s Word; God’s Character; The Trinity; Creation and God’s Providential Rule; Human Nature and Sin; 
The Person of Jesus; The Work and Ministry of Jesus; The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit; Salvation; 
The Church; and Last Things.

• This is an effort to compile everything the Scripture says about a particular topic and systemize the 
results into statements of doctrinal truth. 

• Many Christians shy away from theological learning and study. They think it’s too hard, or not 
important, or even unspiritual. This is a huge mistake. Your children are going to formulate their ideas 
about the Bible, God, man, salvation from somewhere. If you do not teach your children biblical 
doctrine, they will be forced to synthesize key ideas (about who God is and who they are) from random 
bits of truth and falsehood they collect from church, peers, teachers, social media, and the media. 

• Knowing and teaching the Big Truths of Scripture to our children is vital to their spiritual growth and 
development.

5/9/2021 8



• The Bible not only teaches us what we ought to believe about God.  It 
shows us that God has a purpose for His people on this earth, what the 
purpose is, and how He desires to use us to help accomplish it.  God has 
given His people the great task of taking His gospel into the world.  It is 
vital that our children see the missional heart of God for the world, while 
coming to understand how God is glorified through our faithful witness. 

• Matthew 28:16-20.  FBC mission statement.
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• 1 Timothy 4:7b – Discipline yourself for godliness; for bodily discipline is 
only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds 
promise for the present life and also for the life to come. 
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• Read Romans 12

5/9/2021 11



• A worldview that is not genuinely biblical and therefore God-centered will 
inevitably be man-centered. 

• Worldview also helps us develop biblical philosophies for education, 
economics, and law. 

• Passing along biblical wisdom to our children will serve them well going 
forward. 
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Cast out every idol
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• When was the last time you shared the gospel with someone?  What did 
you say in sharing the gospel?  Did the person trust Christ at that time? 

• What is a favorite Bible story that you tell your kids about? 
• What fun ways are you using to tell your children about God? 
• Is there someone in your life that has discipled you?  If so, how have you 

grown because of being discipled?
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