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I. JUDGES 1-2: THE CYCLE
The Cycle

II. JUDGES 3-5: SUCCESS
· 4:6-4:9: Barak

III. JUDGES 6-16: DECLINE
· 6-8: Gideon – Do you set out “fleeces”?  Is he commended for that?
· 11: Jephthah – Did he sacrifice his daughter?
· 13-16: Samson – In God’s program, how can a man be mighty in battle but a moral failure?
· Heb. 11:32f – How can these people be examples of faith?

IV. JUDGES 17-21: THE FAILURE OF LEVI
Judges 17:6, 21:25 In those days Israel had no king; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

The need for a king results not only in __________ chaos but also ___________ chaos

V. RUTH
· Focus shifts to the seed/king Gen 49:10, Num. 24:7, Deut. 17:14-16
· At Israel’s darkest hour, when the warlords ruled, God breaks in with light of hesed—covenant

faithful love
· Connects Abraham to David and to Bethlehem; connects David to Abrahamic Covenant, not Mosaic
· Typology:

o Boaz is a type of ____________

o Ruth is a type of ____________

o Naomi is a type of ____________

VI. APPLICATION
· Judges: Does the book of Judges carry lessons for our political context today?

· Can God use people who are faithless? But what’s the cost?

· Ruth: What, according to this book, are the rewards of faithfulness?
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