Here is a 5-day Bible reading guide to go along with the message
today:

Day 1: The Gift of Prayer
Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

Devotional: Prayer is one of God's most gracious gifts to His church.
As we read Paul's words to Timothy, we're reminded that prayer isn't
just a religious duty, but a gracious invitation to commune with our
Creator. God delights in our prayers, finding them "good and pleasing
in His sight" (v.3). Today, reflect on the incredible privilege of prayer.
How does knowing that God eagerly welcomes your prayers change
your approach to communicating with Him? Take time to thank God
for the gift of prayer, made possible through Jesus Christ, our
mediator. As you go about your day, practice viewing prayer not as a
task, but as a joyful opportunity to connect with your loving Father.

Day 2: The Centrality of Prayer
Reading: Acts 2:42-47

Devotional: The early church was devoted to prayer, making it central
to lives together. This devotion wasn't born from obligation, but from a
deep understanding of their dependence on God and their love for one
another. As we read about the first Christians, we're challenged to
examine the role of prayer in our own lives and church. Is prayer truly
at the heart of all we do? Today, consider how you might make prayer
more central in your daily life. Perhaps set reminders to pray
throughout the day, or commit to joining others in prayer more
regularly, such as on Wednesday nights. Remember, prayer is the
"spark that brings the Spirit-empowered engine (the church) to life.”
How might our church be transformed if prayer became this central
spark?

Day 4: Praying for Others
Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23

Devotional: Paul's prayer for the Ephesians provides a beautiful model
of intercessory prayer. He prays for their spiritual growth,
understanding, and experience of God's power. This passage reminds

us of the importance of praying for others, not just for their physical
needs, but for their spiritual needs as well. Today, choose a few people
in your life and pray for them using Paul's prayer as a guide. Ask God
to deepen their knowledge of Him, strengthen their faith, and reveal
His power in their lives. Consider how regular intercession for others
might deepen your relationships within our church family.

Day 4: Persistence in Prayer
Reading: Luke 18:1-8

Devotional: Jesus tells this parable to encourage us to pray and not
give up. Prayer can sometimes feel unproductive or ineffective,
especially when we don't see immediate results. But Jesus assures us
that our persistent prayers are heard and valued by God. Today, reflect
on areas of your life where you've been tempted to give up praying.
What would it look like to approach these situations with renewed
persistence? Remember, prayer is an act of faith, trusting in God's
goodness and timing even when we can't see the results. How might
persistent prayer deepen your relationship with God and strengthen
your faith?

Day 5: Unity Through Prayer
Reading: Philippians 1:3-11

Devotional: Paul's prayer for the Philippians reveals how intercession
can foster unity and love within the church. When we pray for one
another, we're knit together in Christ's love. As J.C. Ryle said, "He
loves me best who loves me in his prayers." Today, focus on praying
for your brothers and sisters in Christ in our church. Use the church
prayer calendar if you have one, or reach out to someone to ask how
you can pray for them. As you intercede for others, notice how it
affects your heart towards them and towards the church as a whole.
How might regular intercessory prayer transform our church body for
God’s glory?



Questions for Reflection and Family Discussion Based on
1 Timothy 2:1-7:

e The sermon mentions that prayer can feel unproductive or
unnecessary. How do you wrestle with these feelings, and what
helps you overcome them to prioritize prayer?

e How would regularly praying for others in our church
community transform our relationships and sense of unity?

e Paul emphasizes prayer as central to the life of the church.
How might our church look different if we truly embraced
prayer as our foundational activity?

e What specific steps can you take this week to make prayer
more central in your personal life and in our church family?

e The sermon challenges us to commit to attending prayer
meeting once a month for the rest of the year. What obstacles
might prevent you from accepting this challenge, and how
could you overcome them?

e How does understanding prayer as 'faith in action' change your
perspective on its importance and effectiveness?

e How would you explain what prayer is to someone who has
never heard of it before?

e  Why do you think it's important for a church to pray together?

e (Can you think of a Bible story where someone prayed? How
did God answer their prayers?

e | Timothy 2:3 says that God finds our prayers good and
pleasing. How does it make you feel to know that God is happy
when you pray to Him?

e Why do you think prayer is considered a special gift from
God? How did Jesus make prayer possible for us?

e What makes it hard for you to pray sometimes, and how can
we as a family help each other to find time to pray?

e Who are some people we could pray for this week? What
might we pray for them?

e Why do you think it's important for the church to pray together,
not just alone?



