
Genesis 14
Abram Rescues Lot, Meets Melchizedek, and Refuses Sodom's Reward

Brief Highlights
1. A dangerous world: Abram lives by faith in a world of kings, alliances, rebellion, and
war.

2. Lot is caught in compromise: Lot had moved toward Sodom in Genesis 13, and now
he is living there when the city is attacked. His location becomes part of his trouble.

3. Abram acts with courageous faith: Abram does not abandon Lot. He gathers trained
men, pursues the enemy, and rescues Lot and the captives.

4. Melchizedek points to something greater: He appears as king of Salem and priest of
God Most High. He blesses Abram and gives God credit for the victory. Later Scripture
connects him to the priestly work of Christ.

5. Abram refuses compromise: Abram accepts blessing from Melchizedek but refuses
wealth from the king of Sodom. He wants the LORD, not Sodom, to get credit for his
blessing.

Open-Ended Discussion Questions
1. What does Lot's capture teach us about the danger of drifting toward compromise one

small step at a time?

2. Was Abram right to risk his own household to rescue Lot, even though Lot had made
foolish choices? Why or why not?

3. Abram trusted God, but he also planned, trained, pursued, and fought. What does this
teach us about the relationship between faith and action?

4. Was Abram's battle an example of righteous rescue, or does it raise hard questions
about violence and war? How should believers think about force used to protect
others?

5. Who do you think Melchizedek was: a normal priest-king, a type pointing forward to
Christ, or something more mysterious? What in the text leads you there?

6. Does Abram giving a tenth to Melchizedek mean Christians are required to tithe today,
or is this better understood as voluntary worship and gratitude?

7. Why did Abram accept blessing from Melchizedek but reject reward from the king of
Sodom? Are there gifts, opportunities, or partnerships Christians should refuse today
because they could hurt their witness?


