
Genesis 23 - Abraham Buries Sarah
Basic Chapter Summary

Sarah dies at 127 years old, and Abraham mourns for her. Although God has promised Abraham the land of
Canaan, Abraham does not yet own a burial place. He negotiates with Ephron the Hittite and purchases the field
and cave of Machpelah for 400 shekels of silver. Abraham buries Sarah there. This property becomes
Abraham's first legally acquired possession in the land God promised him.

Main Ideas

• Abraham genuinely mourned Sarah.

• Faith does not mean we do not grieve.

• Abraham dealt respectfully with the people of the land.

• God's promises may unfold over a long period of time.

Discussion Questions

1. What does Abraham's mourning teach us about grief?

2. Why didn't Abraham simply take the land God had promised him?

3. What does Abraham's interaction with the Hittites tell us about his character?

4. Why was owning a burial place important?

5. How do we trust God's promises when we have only seen a small part fulfilled?

Key takeaway: God is faithful to His promises and calls His people to trust and obey Him.



