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Worship Workshops are discipleship events where we can 
dive deeper into the spiritual issues related to worship. Because worship 
is connected to all of life, the scope of our focus will be narrowed a bit to 
specifically target issues connected to being a healthy worship leader.

My hope is that you will journey with me this year through each workshop. 
I’m asking Jesus to show me exactly what we need to cover so that we can 
emerge from 2020 more spiritually healthy as individuals and as a worship 
ministry. I’m also listening to you for feedback and suggestions to make these 
workshops valuable investments of your time and dedication.

Please pray with me, and anticipate that the Lord will grow us, challenge us, 
and breathe life into our ministry during 2020 that we’ve never experienced 
before. I have cannot wait to see what the Lord does in and through us as we 
FOLLOW HIM.

                                                                                                                 Pastor Shane
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The waters of worship ministry have 
always been troubled. This shouldn’t 
be too surprising to us since worship 
is at the heart of the rebellion against 
God. The rebellion began with the 
theft of worship, and so ever since 
the fight has been over worship. A 
big part of worship ministry involves 
fostering space where believers can 
worship the Lord with gladness, 
gratitude, and love. We can’t make 
anyone worship, neither does our 
ministry guarantee that the worship 
people offer is genuine, but we do 
what we can to encourage our be-
lieving family to worship with us.

With that said, 2020 is going to be 
a year for us to dig deeper into our 
responsibilities as worship leaders. 
What does it mean to lead worship? 
What is required from worship lead-
ers? How does our personal worship 
impact our ability to lead a congre-
gation? Over the course of 2020, 
these questions and many more will 

be our focus not just for a pursuit of 
knowledge, but for personal spiritual 
growth and growth in our capacity 
to minister.

We’re going to begin this journey by 
going back to the beginning. We’ll 
start by looking at the spiritual war. 
This isn’t going to be anything crazy 
or off the wall. Discussion about spir-
itual warfare has been hijacked.  A 
lot of what gets said is shortsighted 
about what Jesus did on the cross, 
built from cherry-picked verses and 
even from unbiblical sources.  So, 
we’re going to start at the ground 
level, rebuilding and reframing our 
foundational understanding of spir-
itual war. We’ll cover some things 
you may have never heard and rein-
force some things that you already 
know. Each session will include table 
breakouts for discussion and ques-
tions and answers.  This first session 
is simply called The War.

Workshop I 
Session I

The War
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Let’s begin with some terms and definitions. You 
should take some notes during this video, writing 
down the keywords and phrases that get mentioned.

[Play video: Introduction to Spiritual Beings]
https://youtu.be/cBxOZqtGTXE

This video introduces us to the larger cast of play-
ers that we find in the Bible. Spiritual war isn’t just 
about God and humanity’s struggle to get back to 
him.  There’s a broader scope to the war that, quite 
frankly, gets ignored by many Bible teachers. Per-
haps because it’s too supernatural for their rational 
mind or maybe they’re just ignorant of the matter 
because they haven’t connected all the dots. But, 
regardless, this bigger cast of players is absolutely 
present in the text, and all play a role in the conflict 
we currently experience. 

The first questions anyone should ask about any 
war are these:

Who are we fighting?

Why are we fighting?

If you don’t know the answers to these questions, 
you’re not going to have much success in your jour-
ney as a believer. The video gave us some answers 
to those questions, which will help us begin this dis-
cussion.
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Who Are We Fighting?
The short answer to who are we fighting is the spir-
itual beings who rebelled first.  That they rebelled 
first is an important distinction. Most of us were 
taught that the rebellion began in the Garden of 
Eden, but that isn’t true. The war came to humanity 
in Eden, but the rebellion actually started in the very 
presence of God in the spirit realm.

Ezekiel 28:12b-17a

12b You were the signet of per-
fection, full of wisdom and per-
fect in beauty.
13 You were in Eden, the garden 
of God; every precious stone 
was your covering, sardius, to-
paz, and diamond,beryl, onyx, 
and jasper, sapphire, emerald, 
and carbuncle; and crafted in 
gold were your settings and 
your engravings. On the day 
that you were createdthey were 
prepared.
14 You were an anointed guard-
ian cherub. I placed you; you 
were on the holy mountain of 
God; in the midst of the stones 
of fire you walked.
15 You were blameless in your 
ways from the day you were 
created, till unrighteousness 
was found in you.
16 In the abundance of your 
trade you were filled with vi-
olence in your midst, and you 
sinned; so I cast you as a pro-
fane thing from the mountain 
of God, and I destroyed you, 
O guardian cherub, from the 
midst of the stones of fire.
17a Your heart was proud be-
cause of your beauty; you cor-
rupted your wisdom for the 
sake of your splendor.

Isaiah 14:12-15

12 “How you are fallen from 
heaven, O Day Star, son of 
Dawn! How you are cut down 
to the ground, you who laid the 
nations low!
13 You said in your heart, ‘I will 
ascend to heaven; above the 
stars of God I will set my throne 
on high; I will sit on the mount 
of assembly in the far reaches of 
the north;
14 I will ascend above the heights 
of the clouds; I will make myself 
like the Most High.’
15 But you are brought down to 
Sheol, to the far reaches of the 
pit.
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These passages show us the beginning of the rebellion that began with the first rebel – that 
anointed guardian cherub, Lucifer, the Devil, Satan, whichever name you prefer. He started this 
conflict before God’s throne. 

That actually should blow your mind and stir up a few questions.

How can a rebellion begin in Heaven where everything is 
supposed to be perfect?

How can an anointed guardian cherub who stood in the 
presence of God at the throne become arrogant and full 
of himself?

How should the fact that sin began in Heaven affect the 
way we think about Heaven and God?

There are probably more questions, but these will do for a good start.  We have retained such a 
flannel board, Sunday School way of thinking about these things that as adults, we might find it 
challenging to change our ideas. Here are some rapid-fire answers to these questions, which we’ll 
dig into a little deeper one at time. 

Heaven isn’t perfect the way we’ve been taught to think.

Free will always leads, even the most perfect creations, to 
a choice to obey or rebel.

Like the Earth, Heaven has been corrupted by sin. In the end, 
that means it will be recreated along with the Earth.
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We have made certain assumptions along the way that lead us to believe heaven is perfect.  Our 
logic often goes like this:

Those are nice sentiments, but they’re shortsighted and ignore some key places in the Scripture 
that give us different insights.

•	 God is perfect.
•	 God cannot be in the presence of sin.
•	 Therefore, Heaven must be perfect, free from the ruin 

of sin. 

•	 God is perfect.
•	 He created free-will creations who chose rebellion.
•	 He allowed them to continue existing and continued 

to permit them access to Heaven.
•	 He will cast them out once the work of Christ on the 

cross is complete.
•	 Heaven was affected by the ruin of sin and will be re-

made along with the Earth.

This narrative is more faithful to what God has revealed to us in His Word. It also paints a much 
larger image of the conflict we’re fighting. Free will spiritual beings chose rebellion. This brought 
sin into the spiritual realm.  They were cast out after Jesus ascended (Revelation 12:9), and the 
spiritual realm will be remade because of the ruin of sin.
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Why Are We Fighting?

Now, why did this rebellion even happen? How did 
God’s most flawless creation – Lucifer, the light 
bearer, anointed guardian cherub – fall from his po-
sition into sin? He was always in God’s presence, 
an eyewitness to the Shekinah glory of God every 
moment of his days. You’d think the rebellion would 
have started somewhere else with someone else. 
Here are a few simple observations:

•	 God created a spirit realm where 
rebellion was possible.

•	 Free will must have a choice, so 
each creation was imbued with the 
ability to choose to worship God 
or someone else.

•	 Satan’s beauty made him full of 
himself, which led to the thoughts 
that he deserved some worship. 
Eventually, he stopped taking 
those thoughts captive and began 
indulging in his “trading.”

Satan’s fall from his position happened because 
God wanted a free-will family of His creations who 
chose to love Him freely. It wasn’t God’s fault that 
Satan sinned because Satan made his own choice 
that was completely an exercise of his free will. God 
knew that to have the family He wanted, free will 
had to be given to all those whom He created. But 
He also knew that free will would lead to rebellion.

SIDENOTE: [That’s why the cross of Christ was 
God’s plan since before the founding of cre-
ation! It had to be so that God would get the 
family of unfallen spirits and redeemed humans 
that he wants in the end.]
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Therefore, since sin and rebellion began in Heaven, 
we should start thinking about Christ’s work on the 
cross on a cosmic scale. The full work of Jesus is not 
only to redeem the souls of men and women. The 
complete work also redeems Heaven and Earth. 
Everything ruined by sin is going to be redeemed. 
God’s people, the Earth, and even Heaven will all be 
redeemed and remade.

SIDENOTE:  [The crown of thorns might have 
been a way for the Romans to mock Christ’s 
claims that he is a king, but those thorns end 
up representing the redemption of creation 
since thorns were an effect of the curse of 
sin!]

Revelation 21 details the remaking of Heaven and 
Earth. Why would Heaven need to be remade if it 
was perfect?  It needs to be recreated because sin 
has left its mark, even on Heaven itself.

“…the first heaven and the first 
earth had passed away…”

Job 15:15
 

“Behold, God puts no trust in His holy ones, and 
the heavens are not pure in His sight;”

“Passed away” is often a euphemism for dying. Any-
thing affected by sin and rebellion will be unwel-
come in the new creation. It will “pass away” and 
have no part in the new creation. This is a rebirth. 
Just like you and I experience a rebirth in salvation 
and the death of the old self, Heaven and Earth will 
have their own rebirth and passing away of the old.

So, does it mean the Heaven we enter into when 
we die isn’t perfect? “To absent from the body is to 
be present with the Lord.” This is far better than our 
earthly life by any measurement. But there is ap-
parently some remnant or remaining vestige of sin 
and rebellion present in today’s Heaven that neces-
sitates a recreation in the end. 
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What does all of this say about God? He allowed a rebellion to begin, perhaps just a few feet from 
His throne. Then He let the rebelling Lucifer draw humans into his rebellion, effectively allowing 
sin to ruin both the spirit realm and the physical realm. Why?

We don’t know. As tempting as it may be to try answering that question, anything beyond admit-
ting we don’t know is deep speculation. But here’s what we can say. The joy that we’ll have in the 
end made it worth it to Jesus to endure the cross (Hebrews 12:2). Whatever the endgame will be 
like, God knows that all this rebellion, all the sin, all of everything we have and will endure will pale 
in comparison to what is coming.

Romans 8:19

19 For I consider that the sufferings of this pres-
ent time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us.`



So, this war, which began in Heaven, then came to Earth, and continues to rage up till this mo-
ment and will continue to rage until Jesus returns, affects everything.

Q: Who are we fighting?
A: Satan and the host of spiritual beings who followed him in his re-
bellion

Q: Why are we fighting?
A: Because Satan lured Adam and Eve into his rebellion against Yah-
weh, their fall became our fall, letting sin and death into our world.

As we go to our table time where we will discuss and ask questions about what we’ve covered, 
consider these three questions, then we’ll finish with some open Q&A.

1.	 How often are you aware that spiritual war is raging around you?

2.	 Had it ever occurred to you that the Fall didn’t begin with hu-
mans?

3.	 How does this bigger picture of spiritual war affect your under-
standing of our place in God’s plan?

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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Workshop I 
Session II

The Victor
In this session, we are going to look deeper into Christ, our Victor.  In a spiritu-
al war that centers around worship, how should Christ’s victory affect how we 
fight? How should our worship reflect His victory? To start this, we’ll watch 
another video to help us frame our discussion. 

[Play video: The New Humanity]
https://youtu.be/takEeHtRrMw

As we dive into this topic, we’re going to take a look at a few crucial questions 
that we need to understand about our journey through the spiritual war in the 
light of Christ’s victory.
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How did Jesus win?

What has Jesus won?

How do we walk in Christ’s victory?

How is our worship changed?

First, and most important in this discussion is the 
question of how Jesus won. It’s easy to fast-for-
ward to the cross, but His victory actually be-
gan far before the cross. The victory was won in 
the wilderness where Satan tempted Him. That 
doesn’t diminish the cross. In fact, a great way to 
see it goes like this. Victory was won in the wil-
derness, secured at the cross, and rewarded in the 
resurrection! Without the wilderness, Jesus didn’t 
fulfill His purpose as the second Adam (more on 
that shortly). Jesus faced temptation and prevailed, 
where Adam failed.

Matthew 4:1-11

1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilder-
ness to be tempted by the devil. 
2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, He 
was hungry. 
3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If you are 
the Son of God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread.” 
4 But He answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word that comes from 
the mouth of God.’”
5 Then the devil took Him to the holy city and set 
Him on the pinnacle of the temple 
6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw 
yourself down, for it is written, “‘He will command 
his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands 
they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot 
against a stone.’”
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall 
not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
8 Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain 
and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and 
their glory. 
9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if 
you will fall down and worship me.” 
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is 
written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God
and Him only shall you serve.’”
11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came 
and were ministering to Him.
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How Did Jesus Win?

Each of Christ’s temptations were issues 
of worship.

•	 The temptation of bread was wor-
ship of the flesh.

•	 The temptation at the Temple was 
about getting worship on his own 
terms.

•	 The final temptation was Satan’s 
blatant attempt to get Jesus to 
worship him.

Each of these temptations were about 
worship because each temptation would 
disobey the Holy Spirit to satisfy some de-
sire of the flesh.

•	 The temptation of bread was against 
the Spirit’s purpose of leading Je-
sus into the desert to fast.

•	 The temptation at the Temple was 
about finding a fast-track to get 
people to see Jesus is the Messiah 
instead of trusting the Spirit to 
reveal things in the Father’s own 
time.

•	 The final temptation removed all 
facades and revealed the heart of 
the whole spiritual war. Satan de-
sires worship and will do anything 
in his power to get it.

Now, how did He win? In a war of worship 
that can be very subtle, there is only one 
way to win, and it is a combo punch.

Word  |  Prayer  |  Fasting
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These are the things that Jesus had been doing leading up to His time in the desert. He had been 
learning the Word His entire life. He had been taught to pray His whole life.  In this scene, we see 
the disciplines of Word and prayer converge with fasting. Together they strengthened Jesus, gave 
Him the ability to discern and endure everything that Satan threw at Him.

But we have to be careful because these disciplines aren’t the victory themselves. They are a 
means to an end.  They enabled Jesus to know, to sense, and to persevere.  He disciplined himself 
in ways that enabled Spirit-empowered actions in the moment of temptation.  He didn’t rely on 
His divinity. He strengthened His human self to battle-readiness through disciplines that pre-
pared His spirit for spiritual war. That is the how.

What Did Jesus Win?
We’ve shown how he won.  Now, what did Jesus win? What are the spoils of His victory? Here’s a 
shortlist of the spoils. 

1.	 Forgiveness of sins
2.	 All curses are broken
3.	 Eternal life with the Father
4.	 Inheritance of all of creation
5.	 A family of redeemed humans – the Bride of Christ.
6.	 A redeemed Israel and the throne of David
7.	 Healing for all who believe.

There’s more, but these seven spoils cover a lot of territory. We don’t have time to deal with each 
of them and do them justice.  Since we’ve been talking about the new humanity, let’s zoom in on 
number five, a family of redeemed humans.

The video dealt with the concept of a new humanity. It’s a topic that doesn’t get much coverage 
in our Bible studies, sermons, and Sunday Schools. It’s unfortunate because the new humanity is 
one of the big reasons for God planning this saga of redemption. On the cross, Jesus secured the 
new humanity for Himself. Romans, chapter five, unpacks the reality of this truth.
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Adam is the head of the human race. As the head, everyone underneath his headship inherits his 
broken nature. Adam sinned, and therefore sin spread to all humans, and consequently, death 
spread to all humans. The theological term here is imputed sin. Adam’s sin is imputed to every 
human because he is the head of the human race.

But Christ came as the second Adam. He came to be the head of the new humani-
ty. This new humanity will be comprised of all those who are redeemed by His work on 
the cross, by grace alone, through faith alone. Since He is the head of the new human-
ity, what He has is imputed to those under His headship.  Christ was sinless, so instead 
of receiving sin from Him, people under His headship receive imputed righteousness. 

What does the new humanity have to do with the spiritual war? Quite a bit. As members of the 
new humanity we are on the front line of pushing back the darkness.  Paul calls us ambassa-
dors (2 Corinthians 5:20). If we’re ambassadors, then we’re representing the Kingdom of God 
everywhere we go.  God’s kingdom is filled with ambassadors of the new humanity that Jesus 
purchased on the cross.

Romans 5:12-19

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men because all sinned— 
13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is 
no law. 
14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the trans-
gression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.
15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass, much 
more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded 
for many. 
16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one 
trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 
17 For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will 
those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through 
the one man Jesus Christ.
18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to 
justification and life for all men. 
19 For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedi-
ence the many will be made righteous.
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1 Corinthians 6:20

for you were bought with a price. So glorify God 
in your body.

So, when you walk in the light (1 John 1:7), you 
are an agent of light! The armor we wear is 
called the armor of light (Romans 13:12). You 
are a reflector of the light of the Gospel, the 
glory of God into every dark place that you en-
counter. The new humanity is all about winning 
the spiritual war!

How Do We Walk in 
Christ’s Victory?

In part, we answered this when we looked at 
how Jesus won in the desert. The disciplines 
of Words, prayer, and fasting make us bat-
tle-ready. But when we wake up each morning 
and start taking the first steps of our daily jour-
ney, how do we walk in victory? When we en-
counter difficulties and temptations at school, 
at work, in the grocery store, it’s seldom conve-
nient to break out your Bible and find a verse or 
stop everything and pray for an answer. Faith-
fulness in the disciplines only makes you ready 
for real-time battle decisions. Real-time action 
requires a real-time relationship with the Holy 
Spirit.

Here are four necessary things to help you walk 
in Christ’s victory.

1.	 Remember that the battle is the Lord’s, 
not yours. Admit every day, all day that 
you’re not actually the one winning 
anything. Christ alone is our Victor, 
and we are helpless without Him.

2.	 Stay engaged in conversation with the 
Holy Spirit. You will learn to know His 
voice through Word, prayer, and fast-
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ing. Now practice that in a vibrant re-
al-time relationship with the Holy Spirit. 
Pray without ceasing means never stop 
conversing with the Holy Spirit.

3.	 Recognize the schemes of the Dev-
il in your daily encounters with family, 
friends, acquaintances, and enemies. If 
you are walking in the light, the armor 
of light will reflect God’s glory and 
repel the darkness. That will draw en-
emy fire. Stand firm, discern the spirits, 
persevere in prayer.

4.	 Take every thought captive. Even as we 
walk in the light, the flesh will rage 
against the light. Don’t give your fall-
en thinking room to thrive.

How Is Our Worship 
Changed?

As worship leaders, this should be on the front 
burner, a matter of top priority. Even though 
this is important for every believer, those who 
lead put a heavier burden of examination upon 
themselves.

There are multiple places in the Bible where 
we see worship used offensively in the spiritu-
al war. Making music and singing to the Lord 
drives out darkness and puts the enemy to 
flight.

1 Samuel 16:23

23 And whenever the harmful spirit from God was upon 
Saul, David took the lyre and played it with his hand. So 
Saul was refreshed and was well, and the harmful spirit 
departed from him.

Worship drove away the harmful spirit 
that attacked King Saul.
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2 Chronicles 20:20-22

20 And they rose early in the morning and went out into 
the wilderness of Tekoa. And when they went out, Je-
hoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, Judah and inhab-
itants of Jerusalem! Believe in the Lord your God, and 
you will be established; believe His prophets, and you 
will succeed.” 
21 And when he had taken counsel with the people, 
he appointed those who were to sing to the Lord and 
praise him in holy attire, as they went before the army, 
and say, “Give thanks to the Lord, for His steadfast love 
endures forever.”
22 And when they began to sing and praise, the Lord 
set an ambush against the men of Ammon, Moab, and 
Mount Seir, who had come against Judah, so that they 
were routed.

The praises of the singers that went before 
the army caused Israel’s enemies to turn on 
each other

Ephesians 5:17-21

17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the 
will of the Lord is. 
18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauch-
ery, but be filled with the Spirit, 

19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord 
with your heart, 
20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Being filled with the Spirit is tied with 
singing songs of praise.

Psalm 137:1-6

1 By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and wept, 
when we remembered Zion.
2 On the willows there we hung up our lyres.
3 For there our captors required of us songs,
and our tormentors, mirth, saying, “Sing us one of the 
songs of Zion!”
4 How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget 
its skill!
6 Let my tongue stick to the roof of my mouth, if I do 
not remember you, if I do not set Jerusalem above my 
highest joy!

Refusing to worship during hard times 
invites despair and bitterness.
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The importance of worship in God’s new hu-
manity cannot be understated! But, if you ar-
en’t mindful of the spiritual war, remaining dis-
ciplined, walking in the light, and maintaining 
fellowship with the Holy Spirit as you journey, 
your worship will have all of the authority and 
power of a warm fuzzy.  It may make you feel 
good for a moment, but it will lack the power 
and authority to push back the darkness.

The worship of disengaged believers is an ex-
ercise in sentimentality. The worship of believ-
ers who are engaged in the war will bring de-
liverance, healing, hope, and light to the broken 
world around them!

Worship ministry is a front-line ministry. As we 
lead the church, we are pushing back the dark-
ness in our own lives and the lives of those we 
lead. Our songs must declare truth! Our lives 
must reflect the truths we sing! If you’re not se-
riously engaged in the spiritual war, start today! 
Don’t just lead people in singing! Fight with 
your singing! Demolish strongholds with your 
instrument!

As we close this session, if we could reduce ev-
erything we’ve said down to one memorable, 
tweetable sentence, it would be this: Become 
like Jesus. If you’re becoming more like Jesus, 
then you’re walking in victory and winning the 
spiritual war. Become like Jesus, and your wor-
ship will become more than the sum of its voic-
es and instruments.

At your tables, discuss the following questions, 
then we’ll do some Q&A.

1.	 What are your largest obstacles 
in the spiritual war?

2.	 Have we relied too much on our 
own strength as we fight?

3.	 What would walking in Christ’s 
victory look like for you?

4.	 Is worship pushing back the dark-
ness around you?
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