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Introduction to 1 Thessalonians

Paul writes to the church at Thessalonica to encourage believers. He is enthusiastic—both about the 
Thessalonians’ faith and about the way in which they have shared the good news of Jesus in their 
region (1 Thess 1:7–8). But Paul also addresses two pressing issues. First, he offers an explanation 
and a defense of his work among them. Second, he assures them that all fellow believers who have 
already died will be resurrected to life with Jesus (4:15–18). This letter charges the Thessalonians—
HUK�\Z·[V�WSHJL�V\Y�JVUÄKLUJL�PU�*OYPZ[�

Background

The opening verse lists Paul as the primary author, along with Silvanus (Silas) and Timothy. Paul 
^YV[L�[OL�SL[[LY�MYVT�*VYPU[O�K\YPUN�OPZ����TVU[O�WS\Z�Z[H`�[OLYL�PU�(+���¶����(J[Z���!�����;OPZ�
JHU�IL�KH[LK�WYLJPZLS`�ILJH\ZL�VM�HU�HYJOHLVSVNPJHS�PUZJYPW[PVU�MV\UK�H[�+LSWOP�[OH[�TLU[PVUZ�.HS�
SPV��[OL�WYVJVUZ\S�̂ OV�OLHYK�JOHYNLZ�HNHPUZ[�7H\S�PU�*VYPU[O��(J[Z���!��¶��"�JVTWHYL���;OLZZ��!���

Before writing this letter, Paul had visited the city of Thessalonica on his second missionary journey 
�JPYJH�(+�� ¶�����/L�Z[HY[LK�OPZ�TPUPZ[Y`� PU�;OLZZHSVUPJH�I`�WYLHJOPUN� PU� [OL� SVJHS� Z`UHNVN\L��
SLHKPUN�ZL]LYHS�WLVWSL�[V�MVSSV^�1LZ\Z��(J[Z���!�¶����/V^L]LY��H�YPV[�PUZ[PNH[LK�I`�V[OLY�1L^Z�JVT�
WLSSLK�OPT�[V�SLH]L�[OL�JP[`����!�¶�����(M[LY�7H\S�^LU[�ZV\[O�[V�([OLUZ��OL�ZLU[�;PTV[O`�IHJR�[V�
;OLZZHSVUPJH�[V�JOLJR�VU�[OL�ILSPL]LYZ�[OLYL����;OLZZ��!�¶����3H[LY��;PTV[O`�QVPULK�7H\S�PU�*VYPU[O�
HUK�NH]L�OPT�HU�\WKH[L�VU�[OL�;OLZZHSVUPHUZ��HUK�7H\S�KLJPKLK�[V�̂ YP[L�[V�[OLT��(J[Z���!�"���;OLZZ�
�!���

;OLZZHSVUPJH�^HZ�[OL�JHWP[HS�VM�4HJLKVUPH��UVY[OLYU�.YLLJL���H�9VTHU�WYV]PUJL��0[�^HZ�VUL�VM�[OL�
major commercial centers in the area and a strategic city for Paul’s ministry. First Thessalonians and 
(J[Z�Z\NNLZ[�[OH[�TVZ[�VM�[OL�JO\YJO�[OLYL�JVUZPZ[LK�VM�UVU�1L^PZO�WLVWSL����;OLZZ��! "��!��"�(J[Z�
��!����+\YPUN�7H\S»Z�]PZP[�HUK�HM[LY�OPZ�KLWHY[\YL��[OL�ILSPL]LYZ�PU�;OLZZHSVUPJH�L_WLYPLUJLK�WLYZL�
J\[PVU����;OLZZ��!�"��!��"��!�¶����9VTHU�LTWLYVY�^VYZOPW·^OPJO�^HZ�WVW\SHY�PU�[OL�JP[`·THKL�
[OL�YLZPKLU[Z�Z\ZWPJPV\Z�VM�*OYPZ[PHUZ��^OV�JSHPTLK�[OH[�1LZ\Z�^HZ�H�RPUN��(J[Z���!����0U�YLZWVUZL�[V�
this persecution, Paul encourages the Thessalonians to continue in the faith and to put their hope in 
[OL�YLZ\YYLJ[LK�*OYPZ[��^OV�Z\MMLYLK�HUK�KPLK�MVY�[OLT�HUK�^OV�^PSS�JVTL�HNHPU����;OLZZ��!��¶����

Structure

3PRL�H�[`WPJHS�.YHLJV�9VTHU�SL[[LY����;OLZZHSVUPHUZ�OHZ�H�NYLL[PUN���!����H�IVK`���!�¶�!�����HUK�
H�JVUJS\ZPVU���!��¶�����;OL�IVK`�VM�[OL�SL[[LY�JHU�IL�KP]PKLK�PU[V�[^V�ZLJ[PVUZ!�;OL�ÄYZ[�ZLJ[PVU�
��!�¶�!���� SVVRZ�IHJR^HYK� [V�7H\S»Z� [PTL�^P[O� [OL�;OLZZHSVUPHUZ"� [OL� ZLJVUK� ZLJ[PVU� ��!�¶�!����
HKKYLZZLZ�PZZ\LZ�HUK�JVUJLYUZ�PU�[OL�JO\YJO��0TTLKPH[LS`�HM[LY�[OL�NYLL[PUN��7H\S�NP]LZ�[OHURZ�MVY�
[OL�;OLZZHSVUPHUZ»�JVU]LYZPVU� ��!�¶�����7H\S� [OLU�KLMLUKZ�OPZ�JVUK\J[�^OLU�OL�^HZ�^P[O� [OLT�
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��!�¶�����L_WYLZZLZ�[OHURZ�MVY�[OLPY�YLZWVUZL���!��¶�����Z[H[LZ�OPZ�KLZPYL�[V�]PZP[�[OLT���!��¶�����HUK�
KLZJYPILZ�;PTV[O`»Z�]PZP[�HUK�YL[\YU���!�¶����

0U�[OL�ZLJVUK�ZLJ[PVU�VM�[OL�SL[[LY�IVK �̀�7H\S�VMMLYZ�N\PKHUJL�VU�H�]HYPL[`�VM�WYHJ[PJHS�PZZ\LZ��-PYZ[�OL�
HKKYLZZLZ�ZL_\HS�JVUK\J[���!�¶����[OLU�IYV[OLYS`�SV]L���! ¶�����;OLU�OL�HUZ^LYZ�X\LZ[PVUZ�HIV\[�
*OYPZ[PHUZ�^OV�OH]L�KPLK���!��¶����HUK�*OYPZ[»Z�YL[\YU���!�¶�����/L�NP]LZ�ZL]LYHS�X\PJR�PUZ[Y\J[PVUZ�
��!��¶����ILMVYL�JVUJS\KPUN�[OL�SL[[LY�

outline

���������7H\S�HUK�[OL�;OLZZHSVUPHU�JO\YJO���!�¶�!���

���������7YHJ[PJHS�PUZ[Y\J[PVUZ�HUK�*OYPZ[»Z�YL[\YU���!�¶�!���

���������7YH`LY�HUK�JVUJS\ZPVU���!��¶���

themeS

0U�[OL�TPKZ[�VM�NYLH[�KPMÄJ\S[PLZ��7H\S�LUJV\YHNLZ�[OL�;OLZZHSVUPHUZ·UV[PUN�[OH[�[OL�TLZZHNL�OL�
WYLHJOLK��HUK�[OL�NVZWLS�[OL`�YLJLP]LK��PZ�H\[OLU[PJ���!��¶�����;OL�NVVK�UL^Z�VM�1LZ\Z�JV\SK�OH]L�
JVTL�VUS`�MYVT�.VK��HUK�[OL`�JHU�[Y\Z[�P[�[V�Z\Z[HPU�[OLT�\U[PS�[OL�]LY`�LUK���!�¶�����;OL`�OH]L�
WYV]LU�[OH[� [OL`�JHU�LUK\YL�WLYZLJ\[PVU�HUK�[\YU�H^H`�MYVT�PKVSZ� ��!��� ���HUK�UV^�[OL`�T\Z[�
JVU[PU\L�[V�MHP[OM\SS`�MVSSV^�1LZ\Z���!�¶��"��!��¶����

7H\S»Z�TLZZHNL�PU���;OLZZHSVUPHUZ�PZ� [OH[�^L�JHU�[Y\Z[� [OL�JOHYHJ[LY�VM�.VK�HUK�[OL�[Y\[O�VM� [OL�
NVZWLS���!��"��!� ¶��"��!�¶�����7H\S�YLHZZ\YLZ�ILSPL]LYZ�^OV�OH]L�KPLK�[OH[�[OL`�OH]L�UV[�TPZZLK�
HU`[OPUN"�IV[O�[OL�SP]PUN�HUK�[OL�KLHK�^PSS�WHY[PJPWH[L�PU�*OYPZ[»Z�YL[\YU���!��¶�����;OPZ�^V\SK�OH]L�
encouraged the Thessalonians to endure persecution, even to the point of death.

:PUJL�*OYPZ[�^PSS�Z\YLS`�JVTL�HNHPU��^L�T\Z[�SP]L�MHP[OM\SS`�PU�SPNO[�VM�[OPZ�YLHSP[ �̀�3PRL�[OL�;OLZZHSV�
nians, we still grieve for those who have died. But we do not grieve like those who have no hope. 
Because Jesus has been raised, our resurrection is certain—and we can face any hardship with the 
JVUÄKLUJL�[OH[�.VK�PZ�^P[O�\Z�

____________________________________________________________________________________
)HYY �̀�1��+���4HUN\T��+���)YV^U��+��9���/LPZLY��4��:���*\Z[PZ��4���9P[aLTH��,���¯�)VTHY��+����������������-HP[OSPML�:[\K`�)PISL��
)LSSPUNOHT��>(!�3L_OHT�7YLZZ�
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Chapter One

Verse one is typical of Paul’s normal opening words for his letters. Paul is the author of this letter. Sil�
vanus (a.k.a. Silas) and Timothy are Paul’s companions on Paul’s missionary journey, and mentioned 
OLYL�HZ�JV�ZLUKLYZ�VM�[OPZ�SL[[LY�ILJH\ZL�[OL`�IV[O�OHK�ZLY]LK�[OL�;OLZZHSVUPHUZ��(J[Z���!�������

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you 
in our prayers, 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of 
faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.

0U���*VYPU[OPHUZ����7H\S�[LHJOLZ�[OH[�MHP[O��OVWL��HUK�SV]L�HYL�[OL�HIPKPUN�JOHYHJ[LYPZ[PJZ�VM�HSS�IL�
SPL]LYZ��0U�]LYZL�[OYLL�OL�TLU[PVUZ�MHP[O��OVWL��HUK�SV]L�HNHPU��I\[�[PLZ�[OLT�[V�*OYPZ[PHU�ILOH]PVY!��
work of faith, labor of love, and steadfastness of hope. These virtues aren’t abstract, but instead 
[OL`»YL�YLHS��KL[LJ[HISL��[HUNPISL�X\HSP[PLZ�[OH[�JHU�IL�ZLLU�PU�V\Y�JVUK\J[�

Q: �-HP[O��OVWL��HUK�SV]L�HYL�[OL�[OYLL�JVYL�*OYPZ[PHU�]PY[\LZ��>OH[�HYL�ZVTL�^H`Z�[OLZL�ZOV\SK�
be noticeable in our witness? (See also 1 Corinthians 13:13)

7H\S� ]PZP[LK�;OLZZHSVUPJH� K\YPUN� OPZ� ZLJVUK� TPZZPVUHY`� QV\YUL`� �JH�� (+� � ¶��"� (J[Z� ��!�¶ ���
7YLHJOPUN�PU�[OL�SVJHS�Z`UHNVN\L��7H\S�JVU]LY[LK�THU`�;OLZZHSVUPHUZ·IV[O�1L^�HUK�.LU[PSL·[V�
*OYPZ[PHUP[`��(J[Z���!�¶����:VTL�1L^Z��OV^L]LY��ILJHTL�QLHSV\Z�HUK�JH\ZLK�H�KPZ[\YIHUJL�PU�[OL�
JP[`��(J[Z���!����;OL`�HJJ\ZLK�7H\S�VM�JSHPTPUN�[OLYL�^HZ�HUV[OLY�RPUN��UHTLK�1LZ\Z��(J[Z���!��·
HU�HJ[�VM�[YLHZVU�HNHPUZ[�[OL�9VTHU�LTWLYVY��)LMVYL�[OL`�JV\SK�HYYLZ[�OPT��7H\S�^HZ�ZLU[�H^H �̀�
leaving behind a community of new believers.

*VUJLYULK�[OL`�TPNO[�UV[�^P[OZ[HUK�[OL�[OYLH[�VM�WLYZLJ\[PVU��7H\S�ZLU[�;PTV[O`�[V�LUJV\YHNL�[OL�
;OLZZHSVUPHUZ����;OLZZ��!����/L�SPRLS`�^YV[L�[OL�SL[[LY�MYVT�*VYPU[O�IL[^LLU�(+���¶����JVTWHYL�
(J[Z���!����THRPUN�P[�VUL�VM�[OL�LHYSPLZ[�IVVRZ�VM�[OL�5;�

____________________________________________________________________________________
)HYY �̀�1��+���4HUN\T��+���)YV^U��+��9���/LPZLY��4��:���*\Z[PZ��4���9P[aLTH��,���¯�)VTHY��+����������������-HP[OSPML�:[\K`�)PISL����;O�
�!�¶�����)LSSPUNOHT��>(!�3L_OHT�7YLZZ�
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9 For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had 
among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the 
ZRUG�LQ�PXFK�DLFWLRQ��ZLWK�WKH�MR\�RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��7 so that you be-
came an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For not 
only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need 
not say anything. 

(�M\Y[OLY�L]PKLUJL�[OH[�[OLPY�MHP[O�^HZ�NLU\PUL�PZ�[OH[�[OL`�ILJHTL�PTP[H[VYZ�VM�7H\S��;PTV[O �̀�HUK�
Silas, but most importantly of Jesus. Today it’s popular to call people worthy of imitation PUÅ\LUJLYZ. 
Why does their imitation serve as evidence that their faith was genuine? Because believing in Jesus 
IYV\NO[�H�SV[�VM�[YV\ISL�PU[V�`V\Y�SPML��0U�H�J\S[\YL�^OLYL�[OLYL�^LYL�THU`�NVKZ�[V�^VYZOPW��HUK�[OL�
^VYZOPW�VM�[OVZL�NVKZ�^HZ�PU[PTH[LS`�[PLK�[V�L]LY`�ÄILY�VM�[OL�ZVJPHS�Z[Y\J[\YL��THRPUN�[OL�JSHPT�
[OH[�[OLYL�PZ�VUS`�VUL�.VK�VM�NVKZ��+L\[LYVUVT`���!����HUK�M\Y[OLY�JSHPTPUN�1LZ\Z�*OYPZ[�PZ�/PZ�
:VU�^HZU»[�Q\Z[�YL]VS\[PVUHY �̀�P[�^HZ�KPZY\W[PUN��:LL�(J[Z���!������HUK�(J[Z���!������MVY�L_HTWSLZ�
VM�SVJHS�LJVUVTPLZ�ILPUN�KPZY\W[LK�I`�[OL�TLZZHNL�VM�[OL�.VZWLS��

Q:��>OV�HYL�[OL�PUÅ\LUJLYZ�PU�`V\Y�MHP[O�QV\YUL`&�(YL�`V\Y�PUÅ\LUJLYZ�SLHKPUN�`V\�[V�ILJVTL�HU�
L_HTWSL�[V�V[OLY�ILSPL]LYZ��L]LU�PU�WSHJLZ�OVZ[PSL�[V�[OL�.VZWLS&��:LL�HSZV�;P[\Z��!����

4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because 
our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the 
+RO\� 6SLULW� DQG�ZLWK� IXOO� FRQYLFWLRQ��<RX� NQRZ�ZKDW� NLQG� RI�PHQ�ZH�
proved to be among you for your sake.

7H\S�PZ�JSLHY��;OL�L]PKLUJL�[OH[�[OL�;OLZZHSVUPHUZ�^LYL�JOVZLU�I`�.VK�MVY�ZHS]H[PVU�PZ�[OL�[HUNPISL�
WYLZLUJL�VM�/VS`�:WPYP[»Z�WV^LY�PU�[OLPY�SP]LZ��:\YL��[OL�.VZWLS�JHTL�[V�[OLT�PU�^VYK��MVY�OV^�^PSS�
[OL`�ILSPL]L�\USLZZ�ZVTLVUL�WYLHJOLZ&�)\[�[OL�L]PKLUJL�[OH[�[OL`�ILSPL]LK�[OL�.VZWLS�[OH[�7H\S��
Silas, and Timothy preached is rooted in the presence of Holy Spirit power at work in their lives.

Q: �>O`�PZ�P[�PTWVY[HU[�[OH[�[OL�.VZWLS�IL�KLTVUZ[YH[LK�PU�[OL�WV^LY�VM�[OL�/VS`�:WPYP[��HUK�UV[�
just in word? �:LL�HSZV���*VYPU[OPHUZ��!���"��!���
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6UL�VM�[OL�WYPTHY`�TV[P]H[VYZ�VM�[OL�*OYPZ[PHU�MHP[O�PZ�[OH[�1LZ\Z�*OYPZ[�^PSS�YL[\YU��>OLU�7H\S�OLHYK�
reports of the Thessalonians, there are three elements of the report that he hears again and again. 
First, he hears from others about how well the Thessalonians received Paul, Timothy, and Silas. They 
took them in and extended gracious hospitality while they remained there as ministers. Second, 
WLVWSL� YLWVY[�IHJR�HIV\[� [OLPY�LUK\YHUJL�VM�HMÅPJ[PVU��;\YUPUN�H^H`� MYVT� [OLPY� MVYTLY� PKVSZ� [V�
serve the SP]PUN�HUK�[Y\L�.VK brought troubles for them. Third, he heard about their anticipation for 
*OYPZ[»Z�YL[\YU�[V�KLSP]LY�\Z�MYVT�[OL�̂ YH[O�[V�JVTL��;OL�WYVTPZL�VM�*OYPZ[»Z�YL[\YU�PZ�̂ OH[�THRLZ�[OL�
troubles of this world bearable. One day we will return to deliver us, and that day will be glorious!

 

Q:  How does the return of Jesus increase our faith, hope, and love? �:LL�HSZV�;P[\Z��!������

Notes
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