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1 Thessalonians

Chapter Three
*OHW[LY�[OYLL�PZ�H�JVU[PU\H[PVU�VM�7H\S»Z�[OV\NO[Z�[OH[�ILNHU�PU�JOHW[LY�[^V��0U��!���OL�ILNHU�L_�
WSHPUPUN�OPZ�SVUNPUN�[V�YL[\YU�[V�;OLZZHSVUPJH��HUK�OV^�[OLPY�LMMVY[Z�^LYL�[O^HY[LK�I`�:H[HU���!������
*OHW[LY�[OYLL�ILNPUZ�̂ OLYL�7H\S�ILNPUZ�L_WSHPUPUN�OV^�HUK�̂ O`�OL�HUK�:PSHZ�ZLU[�;PTV[O`�[V�JOLJR�
PU�VU�[OLT���!���

Paul’s love for the Thessalonians should challenge us to examine how we love one another and the  
people in our communities. 

1 Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left 
behind at Athens alone, 2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s 
coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith, 
3�WKDW�QR�RQH�EH�PRYHG�E\�WKHVH�D΁LFWLRQV��)RU�\RX�\RXUVHOYHV�NQRZ�WKDW�
we are destined for this. 4 For when we were with you, we kept telling you 
EHIRUHKDQG�WKDW�ZH�ZHUH�WR�VXͿHU�D΁LFWLRQ�� MXVW�DV�LW�KDV�FRPH�WR�SDVV��
DQG�MXVW�DV�\RX�NQRZ�� 5 For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, 
I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had 
tempted you and our labor would be in vain.

Because of his great affection for the Thessalonian believers, Paul sent Timothy to establish and ex�
hort [OLT�PU�[OLPY�MHP[O��7H\S�HUK�:PSHZ�^LYL�^PSSPUN�[V�IL�SLM[�HSVUL�PU�([OLUZ�ZV�[OH[�;PTV[O`�JV\SK��
return to Thessalonica and check in on their progress in the faith. This was dangerous for Timothy 
ZPUJL�[OL`�SLM[�;OLZZHSVUPJH�ILJH\ZL�VM�H�YPV[�HNHPUZ[�[OLT��(J[Z���!�����([�^VYR�PU�[OLZL�]LYZLZ�PZ�H�
love and concern that makes them willing to risk suffer for the sake of others. 

Q:  These verses show us a picture of Timothy running toward potential danger so that he could 
help the Thessalonian believers. Why is it important that we learn how to risk suffering for the sake 
of others? (:LL�HSZV�.HSH[PHUZ��!�)

7H\S�^HZ�MLHYM\S��WLYOHWZ�ILJH\ZL�:H[HU�OHK�ISVJRLK�OPT�MYVT�YL[\YUPUN�[V�;OLZZHSVUPJH���!�����
that the tempter was busy destroying the work that he, Silas, and Timothy had begun. Their abrupt 
KLWHY[\YL� SLM[� SP[[SL� [PTL� [V�KV�HU`�KPZJPWSLZOPW�IL`VUK�LZ[HISPZOPUN� [OLPY� UL^�IVYU� MHP[O� PU� [OL�
.VZWLS��)LJH\ZL�VM�[OL�HMÅPJ[PVU�[OL`�^LYL�LUK\YPUN�MYVT�[OLPY�V^U�JV\U[Y`TLU���!�����P[�ZLLTLK�
WYVIHISL�[OH[�[OL`�TPNO[�UV[�OH]L�H�Z[YVUN�LUV\NO�MHP[O�[V�JVU[PU\L�Z[HUKPUN�ÄYT�

Q:��1\KNPUN�I`�7H\S»Z�ZLUZL�VM�\YNLUJ �̀�OV^�PTWVY[HU[�PZ�[OL�YVSL�VM�PU�KLW[O�KPZJPWSLZOPW�^P[O�UL^�
believers? (:LL�HSZV���*VYPU[OPHUZ��!���)
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;OL�]HS\L�VM�H�NVVK�YLWVY[�JHUUV[�IL�\UKLYZ[H[LK��;PTV[O`�JHTL�IHJR�[V�([OLUZ�^P[O�H�NYLH[�YLWVY[�
MVY�7H\S�HUK�:PSHZ��0[�^HZ�H�YLWVY[�ZV�NVVK��[OH[�P[�LUJV\YHNLK�[OLT�HUK�Z[YLUN[OLULK�[OLT�^OPSL�
[OL`�^LYL�PU�[OLPY�V^U�KPZ[YLZZ�HUK�HMÅPJ[PVU��>L�ZOV\SK�UL]LY�KPZJV\U[�[OL�]HS\L�VM�V\Y�MHP[OM\S�
ULZZ�[V�1LZ\Z��0[�YLHJOLZ�^LSS�IL`VUK�V\Y�V^U�WLYZVUHS�L_WLYPLUJLZ�HUK�MLLSPUNZ��0[�JHU�PTWHJ[�[OL�
journey of others, as the Thessalonian believers did for Paul and Silas.

Q:��+V�`V\�[OPUR�H�YLWVY[�VM�`V\Y�MHP[O�^V\SK�Z[YLUN[OLU�HUV[OLY�ILSPL]LY�^OV�PZ�\UKLY�HMÅPJ[PVU&�
(:LL�HSZV�.HSH[PHUZ��!�)

6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the 
good news of your faith and love and reported that you always remem-
ber us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see you— 7 for this reason, 
EURWKHUV��LQ�DOO�RXU�GLVWUHVV�DQG�D΁LFWLRQ�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�FRPIRUWHG�DERXW�
you through your faith. 8 For now we live, if you are standing fast in the 
Lord. 9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the 
MR\�WKDW�ZH�IHHO�IRU�\RXU�VDNH�EHIRUH�RXU�*RG��10 as we pray most earnestly 
night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking 
in your faith?

6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the 
good news of your faith and love and reported that you always remem-
ber us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see you— 7 for this reason, 
EURWKHUV��LQ�DOO�RXU�GLVWUHVV�DQG�D΁LFWLRQ�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�FRPIRUWHG�DERXW�
you through your faith. 8 For now we live, if you are standing fast in the 
Lord. 9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the 
MR\�WKDW�ZH�IHHO�IRU�\RXU�VDNH�EHIRUH�RXU�*RG��10 as we pray most earnestly 
night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking 
in your faith?

;PTV[O`»Z�LUJV\YHNPUN�YLWVY[�ÄSSLK�[OLT�^P[O�Z\JO�QV`�[OH[�[OLPY�NYLH[LY�WYVISLT�ILJHTL�ÄUKPUN�
HKLX\H[L�^VYKZ�[V�L_WYLZZ�[OLPY�[OHURZNP]PUN�[V�.VK�PU�WYH`LY��7H\S��:PSHZ��HUK�;PTV[O`�WYH`LK�MVY�
[OL�;OLZZHSVUPHUZ�KH`�HUK�UPNO[��I\[�[OLPY�WYH`LYZ�ILJHTL�WYLVJJ\WPLK�^P[O�ÄUKPUN�^H`Z�[V�L_�
press gratitude to the Lord for their faithfulness.

Q:  When was the last time your prayer life became preoccupied with gratitude? What prompted 
Z\JO�[OHURZNP]PUN�ILMVYL�.VK&��:LL�HSZV�,WOLZPHUZ��!��������)
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11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our 
way to you, 12 and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for 
one another and for all, as we do for you, 13 so that he may establish your 
hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

7H\S�IYLHRZ�PU[V�H�WYH`LY�MVY�OPZ�YLHKLYZ��/L�WYH`Z�[OH[�.VK�^V\SK�JSLHY�H�WH[O�MVY�OPZ�L]LU[\HS�
return to Thessalonica, but he also prays that until then the Lord would cause them to increase in 
SV]L�MVY�LHJO�V[OLY�HUK�L]LY`VUL��.YV^PUN�SPRL�[OPZ�PU�SV]L�^V\SK�KV�[^V�[OPUNZ��0[�^V\SK�LZ[HISPZO�
[OLT�HZ�ISHTLSLZZ�HUK�OVS`�^OLU�*OYPZ[�YL[\YUZ�

Q:  How does loving people make us blameless and holy? (:LL�HSZV�4H[[OL^���!�����)

However, despite the good reports, Paul knew that they still had much to learn. He was motivated 
to return because he had a desire supply what is lacking in your faith. His teaching, though enough 
[V�JSLHYS`�NP]L�[OLT�[OL�.VZWLS��^HZ�J\[�ZOVY[��;OL`�ULLKLK�H�M\SSLY�TVYL�YVI\Z[�[LHJOPUN�[V�OLSW�
them keep moving from spiritual infancy to spiritual maturity.

Q:��;OL�.VZWLS�PZ�IV[O�[OL�MV\UKH[PVU�HUK�[OL�KLLW�^LSS�VM�V\Y�ZWPYP[\HS�QV\YUL �̀�>OH[�KVLZ�P[�
TLHU�MVY�7H\S�[V�Z\WWS`�^OH[�PZ�SHJRPUN�PM�[OL`�OHK�HSYLHK`�YLJLP]LK�[OL�.VZWLS&��See also Hebrews 
�!����

Notes



14

1 Thessalonians


