
“The Christ Hymn”  -- Lord of Redemption 
Colossians 1:18-20

He Is Lord of Creation
The first part of the ‘Christ Hymn’ presents Christ as Lord of Creation.
He is active in creation’s conception, its initiation and its completion.
His is preeminent – that is he is first and foremost and above all things.
As Creator, he is sovereign over all things – in heaven and on earth – over things visible and invisible – over all powers and principalities.
As Lord of Creation all that is points to His glory will bow in confession of his Lordship.

His Is Lord of Redemption
Firstborn from the dead

The words ‘firstborn’ and ‘beginning’ are nearly identical in meaning and direct us toward the
fact that Jesus resurrection involved both priority of time and position.  

Priority of Position in Redemption
■ Jesus is in a place of headship or priority in the matter of our redemption/salvation.  
■ Our salvation begins in His will, is accomplished by His action and is completed by

His grace.
■ Christ has complete authority over salvation – there is no other source or outlet for

redemption.
Priority in Time in Redemption
■ Jesus was the first to be raised from the dead in resurrection power meaning that death

no longer had/has any authority over him – rather, He has authority over death.
 

■ In the case of Jesus’ resurrection, the power of death – its authority – is subdued to the
supreme authority of Christ.  

■ Paul says in Romans 6:9 -- We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never
die again; death no longer has dominion over him.  Fullness of God

Fullness of God

Firstborn from the dead is a statement which subtly but effectively makes the point of
Jesus humanity.
The fullness of God affirms the full divinity of Jesus.  
■ The word fullness has the meaning of totality.
■ Dwelling is a word suggesting “that which takes up permanent residence.”

Through him to reconcile to himself all things  
The death and resurrection of Jesus is all sufficient for our being reconciled to God.
Basic to the idea of reconciliation is a change in the state of feeling or more precisely the
relationship between two parties.  
Further, by implication, this change in relationship is from one of hostility to friendship.  
Three thoughts about reconciliation:

■ It includes all things
■ It is directed at bringing peace
■ It is predicated on the atoning death of Jesus

The Extent of Reconciliation
■ On a spiritual level
■ On a social level
■ On a personal level
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