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Nehemiah 7:1-7a NIV

! After the wall had been rebuilt and | had set the doors in place, the gatekeepers, the musicians
and the Levites were appointed. ? | put in charge of Jerusalem my brother Hanani, along with Hana-
niah the commander of the citadel, because he was a man of integrity and feared God more than
most people do. 3 | said to them, “The gates of Jerusalem are not to be opened until the sun is
hot. While the gatekeepers are still on duty, have them shut the doors and bar them. Also appoint
residents of Jerusalem as guards, some at their posts and some near their own houses.”

* Now the city was large and spacious, but there were few people in it, and the houses had not yet
been rebuilt. > So my God put it into my heart to assemble the nobles, the officials and the com-
mon people for registration by families. | found the genealogical record of those who had been the
first to return. This is what | found written there:

¢ These are the people of the province who came up from the captivity of the exiles whom Nebu-
chadnezzar king of Babylon had taken captive (they returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his
own town, 7 in company with Zerubbabel, Joshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Morde-
cai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum and Baanah).

Nehemiah 7:73 NIV
3 The priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the musicians and the temple servants, along with cer-
tain of the people and the rest of the Israelites, settled in their own towns.

Nehemiah 8:1a NIV
! all the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate.

Acts 2:1-18 NIV

" When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. * All
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled
them.

> Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. ¢ When
they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own
language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren't all these who are speaking Galile-
ans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? ° Parthians, Medes and
Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, '° Phrygia and Pam-
phylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome "' (both Jews and converts to



Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” '
Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”

'3 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”

'* Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what | say. '
These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! " No, this is what was
spoken by the prophet Joel:

7 *'In the last days, God says,
| will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
'® Even on my servants, both men and women,
| will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. How have you been rebuilding walls of care, character, and community since starting this series?

2. What areas do you still want to grow towards?

3. Where have you or will you find a place on the wall?

4. What is your first action step todo that?



