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Nehemiah 2:1-5 NIV

' In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him,
| took the wine and gave it to the king. | had not been sad in his presence before, 2 so the king
asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness
of heart.”

| was very much afraid, 3 but | said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face not
look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been de-
stroyed by fire?”

* The king said to me, “What is it you want?”

Then | prayed to the God of heaven, ® and | answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if your
servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are
buried so that | can rebuild it.”

Nehemiah 4:10-14;19-20 NIV
' Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is so
much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall.”

" Also our enemies said, “Before they know it or see us, we will be right there among them and
will kill them and put an end to the work.”

2 Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times over, “Wherever you turn, they
will attack us.”

3 Therefore | stationed some of the people behind the lowest points of the wall at the exposed
places, posting them by families, with their swords, spears and bows. ' After | looked things over,
| stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, “Don't be afraid of them.
Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your families, your sons and your
daughters, your wives and your homes.”

' Then | said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, “The work is extensive and
spread out, and we are widely separated from each other along the wall. 22 Wherever you hear the
sound of the trumpet, join us there. Our God will fight for us!”



Nehemiah 8:7-10 NIV

7 The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azari-
ah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing
there. ® They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that
the people understood what was being read.

? Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were
instructing the people said to them all, “This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or
weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.

' Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who

have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your
strength.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. What is something from today’s message that stuck out to you?

2. What is something that encouraged you?

3. What is something challenged you?

4. What is something you can do this week to put this message into action?



