Gt. John's Lutheran Church and School
Stuttgart, Arkansas

A Prayer before Worship:

Dear Father in heaven; grant me to be silent before You - that I may hear
You; at rest in You - that You may work in me; open to You - that you
may enter in; empty before You - that You may fill me. Let me be still

and know You are my God. Amen

Important
Numbers:
Church Office:
(870) 673-2858

School Office:
(870) 673-7096

Pastor:
(412) 523-6741

Principal:
(870) 674-4115

Youth Director:
(870) 673-8506

Head Elder:
(870) 674-8982

March 15, 2026
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Today’s Order of Service:
Divine Service Setting One pg. 151
Introit & Readings on pgs. 6-7 of bulletin

Hymns:
Opening: #908 - Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear

Sermon: #697 — Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death

Distribution:

#530 - No Temple Now, No Gift of Price

#621 — Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

#636 — Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness v 1-4
#636 — Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness v 5-8
#524 — How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds

Closing: #741 - Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense v 1-4, 8

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in
Your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. Psalm 19:14



Coming up this week:

Sunday: Bible Class 8:00 a.m.
Worship w/Communion 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:30 a.m.
Rock Stars Youth 12:30 p.m.
Seekers Youth 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday: Bible Class 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: Chapel 8:15 a.m.
Ladies Bible Study 9:00 a.m.
Lent Mid-Week Service and Pizza Lunch Noon
Kids Connect/Mid-Week Youth 5:15 p.m.
Confirmation Class 5:15 p.m.
Soup Supper 6:00 p.m.
Lent Mid-Week Service 7:00 p.m.
Thursday: Men's Bible Study 6:00 a.m.
Serving This Month
Elders on Duty: Allen Dickson and Lynn Dickson
Date Acolyte Reader Ushers
March 15 Darla Meins Stephanie Matt McEntire
Prislovsky Chuck Lock
March 22 Alex Ochoa Hailey Dickson Sam Prislovsky
Mark Maier
March 29 Clara Oltmann Catriona Oltmann | Please Volunteer

Attendance:
March 4 - 53
March 8 - 105

Attendance & Giving

Offering:
March 4- $567.00
March 8 - $5,629.00

Subsplash - $100.00
TOTAL - $6,296.00




raying for...
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Missionaries: Jordan and Justin Logston

General Health: Kevin Gull, Ranae Johnson, Robert Seidenstricker, Lynda Staton, Bud
Norris, Ron Rhein, Lyn Rhein, Tina Bull, Connley McPherson, Dalton Johnson, Jeremy
Bollinger, Paula Smith

Cancer: Max Gray, Dan Loudermilk, Frank Bowers, Brady Robnett, Katrina Anderson,

Brooks Anderson, Amanda Christianson, Fredda Voumard, Maureen Sokora, Averie Brown,
Jerry Drews, Debbie Cook, Melanie Swears, Ron Hoyt, Elizabeth Hoskyn, Kathy Griffith,
Pat Maree, Karl Jacobs, Kim Maier, Karen Wilson, Britni Rutherford

Those Unable to Worship with us: Darlene Seeman, Donna Almond, Genevia
Chlapecka, Wanda Phelps

Our Nation: Military Personnel, Elected Officials, Fire, Police, Sheriff, World Leaders
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3/17 Bud Norris 3/15 Scott & Brenda Meins
3/17 Olivia Ward 3/15 Robert & Cathy Seidenstricker
3/21 Stella McEntire 3/17 Neal & Donna Galloway

3/21 Clara Oltmann 3/17 Jeff & Cindy DeVazier



Missionaries of the Week:
Jordan and Justin Logston serve the Lord through The Lutheran

Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS), based in the Dominican Republic.
Jordan is associate regional business manager for LCMS Latin America
and the Caribbean. In this role, she assists the regional business
manager with the region’s finances, including handling foreign national
support, managing LCMS properties, managing the corporate
governance of entities and developing various reporting tools. Her goal is
to assist the region and its missionaries as they strive to be good
stewards of the resources God has entrusted to them.

The Logstons previously spent two years serving as LCMS
missionaries in Belize. During this time, Justin served as a
communications specialist, while Jordan helped grow the English-as-a-
Second-Language program, worked as a business associate and helped
with short-term mission teams. They have one son, Jamie Malachi, who
joins them on the mission field.

Jordan’s hometown is Cedaredge, Colo., and her home
congregation is Immanuel Lutheran Church and School (ILCS) in
Loveland, Colo. She previously served as ILCS’ business manager, where
she oversaw ministry finances and human resources, secured grants,
launched the toddler program, and assisted with marketing efforts.

Justin’'s hometown is Loveland, Colo. He received his B.A. in
Journalism from Colorado State University, Fort Collins, and his A.A.S.
in Computer Networking from Front Range Community College, Fort
Collins.

In the fullness of time, The Word became flesh and dwelt among us full of
grace and truth. Until the end of time, His grace is still given to us as He
promised itin the Lord’s Supper. As we receive His gift today, we would ask
guests who desire to commune to speak with the pastor before the service.
In obedience to the teaching of Scripture, we practice close communion.




INTROIT
My eyes are ever | toward the LORD,*

for he will pluck my feet out | of the net.
One thing have | asked of the LORD, that will |
seek | after:*

that | may dwell in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life, to gaze upon the
beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his |
temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of |
trouble;*

he will conceal me under the cover of his
tent; he will lift me high up- | on a rock.
And now my head shall be lifted up above my
enemies all around me, and | will offer in his
tent sacrifices with | shouts of joy;*

| will sing and make melody | to the LORD.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P) Let us pray.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your
mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You
receive us as Your children and provide for
all our needs of body and soul. Grant that

we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful

goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits,
and serve You in willing obedience;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 42:14-21

14For a long time | have held my peace;
| have kept still and restrained myself;
now | will cry out like a woman in labor;
| will gasp and pant.
151 will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation;
| will turn the rivers into islands,
and dry up the pools.
16And | will lead the blind

in a way that they do not know,
in paths that they have not known

| will guide them.
| will turn the darkness before them into light,

the rough places into level ground.
These are the things | do,

and | do not forsake them.
17They are turned back and utterly put to
shame,

who trust in carved idols,
who say to metal images,

“You are our gods.”
18Hear, you deaf,

and look, you blind, that you may see!
19Who is blind but my servant,

or deaf as my messenger whom | send?
Who is blind as my dedicated one,

or blind as the servant of the LORD?
20He sees many things, but does not observe
them;

his ears are open, but he does not hear.
21The LORD was pleased, for his
righteousness’ sake,

to magnify his law and make it glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Ephesians 5:8—14
8For at one time you were darkness, but now
you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of
light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is
good and right and true), 10and try to discern
what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead
expose them. 12For it is shameful even to
speak of the things that they do in secret.
13But when anything is exposed by the light, it
becomes visible, 14for anything that becomes
visible is light. Therefore it says,
“‘Awake, O sleeper,

and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



HOLY GOSPEL John 9:1-41

P)] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the
fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind
from birth. 2And his disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It
was not that this man sinned, or his parents,
but that the works of God might be displayed in
him. 4We must work the works of him who sent
me while it is day; night is coming, when no
one can work. °As long as | am in the world, |
am the light of the world.” ®Having said these
things, he spat on the ground and made mud
with the saliva. Then he anointed the man’s
eyes with the mud “and said to him, “Go, wash
in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So
he went and washed and came back seeing.

8The neighbors and those who had seen him
before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?” °Some said, “It
is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He
kept saying, “l am the man.” '°So they said to
him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” '"He
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud
and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to
Siloam and wash.” So | went and washed and
received my sight.” '2They said to him, “Where
is he?” He said, “l do not know.”

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who
had formerly been blind. *Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and
opened his eyes. °So the Pharisees again
asked him how he had received his sight. And
he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and
| washed, and | see.” '®Some of the Pharisees
said, “This man is not from God, for he does
not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How
can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And
there was a division among them. '"So they
said again to the blind man, “What do you say
about him, since he has opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”

8The Jews did not believe that he had been
blind and had received his sight, until they
called the parents of the man who had
received his sight 'Yand asked them, “Is this
your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?” 2°His parents
answered, “We know that this is our son and

that he was born blind. 2'But how he now sees
we do not know, nor do we know who opened
his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak
for himself.” 22(His parents said these things
because they feared the Jews, for the Jews
had already agreed that if anyone should
confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put
out of the synagogue.) 2*Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”

2430 for the second time they called the man
who had been blind and said to him, “Give
glory to God. We know that this man is a
sinner.” 2°He answered, “Whether he is a
sinner | do not know. One thing | do know, that
though | was blind, now | see.” They said to
him, “What did he do to you? How did he open
your eyes?” ?’He answered them, “I| have told
you already, and you would not listen. Why do
you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become his disciples?” 2And they reviled him,
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. 2°We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do
not know where he comes from.” *The man
answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You
do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. 3'We know that God does not
listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of
God and does his will, God listens to him.
32Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man
born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” **They answered him, “You
were born in utter sin, and would you teach
us?” And they cast him out.

35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and
having found him he said, “Do you believe in
the Son of Man?” *He answered, “And who is
he, sir, that | may believe in him?” 3"Jesus said
to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is
speaking to you.” ¥He said, “Lord, | believe,”
and he worshiped him. 3%Jesus said, “For
judgment | came into this world, that those who
do not see may see, and those who see may
become blind.” 4°Some of the Pharisees near
him heard these things, and said to him, “Are
we also blind?” 4'Jesus said to them, “If you
were blind, you would have no guilt; but now
that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.”

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



WEEK OF MARCH 15-21

CHOIR PRACTICE

Choir practice will be held on
Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary. The choir will meet each
Thursday from now until Easter in
preparation for the Easter Sunrise
Service. If you are interested in
joining the choir, contact Walkie
Carle at (870) 672-2289.
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YOUTH SKATING EVENT

ROCKSTAR YOUTH AND
SEEKERS YOUTH

FRIDAY, MARCH 27
SEARCY SKATE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT CENTER
MEET AT CHURCH AT 4:00 PM
COST IS $10, INCLUDES SKATING AND DINNER

ALTAR FLOWERS

The flowers on the altar are
given by Neal and Donna
Galloway in honor of the

marriage of Robin Galloway and
Sam Stewart.

Robin and Sam were married at

St. John's on Saturday, March 14.

BABY ITEM DRIVE

The LWML of our church will be gathering
items to go to the Compassion Ministries
that provides a safe haven for young
mothers aged 11 to 21 who are pregnant
or parenting. ltems will be delivered to
the LWML district convention in
Springdale June 12-14.

Requested items include:
- Gift cards to Walmart or Harps
- Disposable diapers size 4-5
- Diaper cream, baby wipes, and
baby shampoo

During the month of March, we will
concentrate on collecting size 4-5
diapers. All items are welcome at any
time.

Donated items may be placed in the
Narthex or the church office.



Save the Date

The next PTL meeting will be held
at 5:30 p.m. Monday, April 13, in

the SJLS cafeteria.

.

Reminders

Parent-Teacher
Conferences will be
held from 1:15-4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, March 17. SJLS
will have early
dismissal at 1:15 p.m.

Coming Up

March 17
Early Dismissal
Parent-Teacher

Conferences

March 20-27
Spring Break
(ECE will be open.)

April 3-4
No School

April 24
Mother-Son Kickb
Tournament
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