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1. Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-5 together. Why does Paul encourage the Corinthians to pursue prophecy over 

tongues? What was the real issue with how they were using tongues? 

2. What does Paul mean in verse 12 when he says, "strive to excel in building up the church"? How does 

this apply to all spiritual gifts, not just tongues and prophecy? 

3. In verses 20-25, Paul calls the Corinthians to "be mature" in their thinking. What specific immature 

behaviors were they displaying? How does spiritual maturity relate to how we use our gifts? 



4. Pastor Jared mentioned that every spiritual gift has a "shadow side"—a temptation to misuse it for selfish 

purposes. What spiritual gift(s) do you believe God has given you? What might be the shadow side or 

temptation associated with that gift? 

5. What specific, practical steps can each of us take to help visitors to our church feel included and part of 

the family? 

6. “Biblical prophecy is the Holy Spirit enabled ability to communicate a message from God in a way people 

understand so that the church is strengthened, encouraged, and comforted.” Share an example of when 

someone spoke a timely word of encouragement or biblical truth to you that built you up. How can you 

practice this gift of prophecy (in the biblical sense) with others this week? 


