
Rebuilding & Vision 
Rejecting God’s Kingship - Israel Asks for a King 
Sunday Message - May 31, 2026 
Main Scripture: 1 Samuel 8:4–7 (KJV) 
“And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto 
thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over 
them.” 1 Samuel 8:7 

Introduction: When Vision is Lost, Wrong Foundations Are Built 
Every generation eventually reveals what governs its heart. Israel reached a critical moment in 1 
Samuel 8. Instead of rebuilding their covenant relationship with God after seasons of instability, 
they sought security in human systems. 

Their request for a king was deeper than leadership preference. It revealed a broken vision. 

They no longer saw themselves as: 
• God’s covenant people 
• A holy nation 
• A Kingdom under divine rule 

Instead, they desired: 

“…that we also may be like all the nations.” 1 Samuel 8:5 

Whenever God’s people lose Kingdom vision, they begin rebuilding life according to worldly 
patterns. 

This remains the challenge today: 
• Families rebuilding without prayer 
• Churches rebuilding without holiness 
• Communities rebuilding without God’s direction 
• Individuals pursuing success without surrender 

True rebuilding cannot happen without restored vision. 

As Myles Munroe taught: “Where purpose is not known, abuse is inevitable.” 

Israel lost sight of divine purpose and began pursuing human substitutes. 

Rebuilding without the Spirit produces structure without life. 

Understanding the Passage  



Cross References: 
• Proverbs 29:18 
• Habakkuk 2:2 
• Nehemiah 2:17–18 
• Ephesians 2:19–22 
• Acts 26:19 

Sermon Outline: The Three “V”s of Rebuilding & Vision 
1. VISION REJECTED 
A. Israel Lost Sight of Their Identity 
Israel was chosen to reveal God’s glory among the nations. 

“Ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests…” Exodus 19:6 

But instead of embracing distinction, they pursued imitation. 

When Kingdom vision is lost: 
• Calling becomes compromised 
• Conviction becomes convenience 
• Worship becomes performance 
• Purpose becomes popularity 

Many believers today are rebuilding careers, relationships, and ministries while disconnected 
from God’s original design. 

Illustration 
A builder cannot construct properly without a blueprint. Likewise, life rebuilt without God’s 
vision becomes unstable. 

Jesus declared: 

“Upon this rock I will build my church…” Matthew 16:18 - Christ is still the Master Builder. 

Questio
n

Answer

Who? Israel’s elders, Samuel, and the LORD

What? Israel demanded a human king

When? During Samuel’s old age and national instability

Where? Israel during the transition from judges to monarchy

Why? They desired visible leadership and cultural conformity

How? Through fear, dissatisfaction, and rejection of God’s 
rule



B. Comparison Destroyed Their Spiritual Perspective 
“…like all the nations.” (1 Sam. 8:5) Comparison blinds people to covenant privilege. 

Israel forgot: 
• God fought their battles 
• God provided their needs 
• God guided their future 

Yet they admired nations without divine covenant. 

The Church becomes weak when it envies worldly systems more than spiritual power. 

Vision is strengthened through trust in God, not imitation of culture. 

C. Fear Replaced Faith 
Israel feared uncertainty more than they valued God’s presence. 

Fear always pushes people toward visible substitutes. 

But: 

“For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7 

Vision requires faith to see beyond present instability. 

2. VALUES REBUILT 
A. God Rebuilds Through Repentance 
Before rebuilding walls, God rebuilds hearts. 

The problem in Israel was not external weakness; it was internal misalignment. 

Nehemiah rebuilt Jerusalem through: 
• Prayer 
• Repentance 
• Vision 
• Cooperation 

See: 
• Nehemiah 1:4 
• Nehemiah 2:18 

True rebuilding begins when people return to God’s authority. 

B. Rebuilding Requires Restored Foundations 
A damaged foundation threatens the entire structure. 

The Church must rebuild: 
• Prayer altars 
• Biblical truth 
• Family discipleship 



• Holiness 
• Unity 
• Kingdom identity 

Jesus warned: “The rain descended… and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.” Matthew 
7:25 

C. Community is Essential for Rebuilding 
No one rebuilt Jerusalem alone. 

Kingdom rebuilding requires: 
• Fellowship 
• Accountability 
• Encouragement 
• Shared vision 

The enemy attacks isolated believers because isolation weakens vision. 

Eastwood Anaba taught: “A disconnected believer becomes vulnerable to spiritual confusion.” 

Healthy community restores spiritual clarity. 

3. VICTORY RESTORED 
A. God Still Had a Redemptive Plan 
Even after Israel’s rejection, God continued His covenant purpose. 

Through David’s lineage came Jesus Christ, the eternal King. 

Human failure cannot cancel divine purpose. 

“Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” Romans 5:20 

B. Christ Rebuilds Broken Lives 
Jesus rebuilds: 

• Broken identity 
• Broken families 
• Broken churches 
• Broken vision 
• Broken purpose 

He is: 
• The Cornerstone 
• The True King 
• The Restorer 

“The stone which the builders rejected…” Psalm 118:22 



C. Vision Must Be Kingdom-Centered 
Biblical vision is not ambition alone. It is alignment with God’s will. 

True Kingdom vision asks: 
• What glorifies God? 
• What advances His Kingdom? 
• What restores people? 
• What reflects Christ? 

Myles Munroe often said: 

“The greatest tragedy in life is not death, but life without purpose.” 

Vision gives direction. Godly vision gives eternal direction. 

Practical Rebuilding Applications 
How Do We Rebuild Spiritually? 
1. Rebuild the Prayer Altar 
Prayer restores dependence on God. 

2. Rebuild Biblical Literacy 
Vision weakens when Scripture is neglected. 

3. Rebuild Family Worship 
Strong homes strengthen communities. 

4. Rebuild Unity 
Division destroys collective vision. 

5. Rebuild Kingdom Focus 
Success without God is still failure spiritually. 

Signs of Restored Vision 
• Hunger for God increases 
• Holiness becomes valuable again 
• Prayer becomes consistent 
• Community becomes meaningful 
• Purpose becomes clear 
• Obedience becomes joyful 

Christ in the Message 
Israel asked for a flawed earthly king, but God ultimately sent the perfect King: Jesus Christ. 

Where Saul failed: 
• Christ succeeded. 



Where earthly kings demanded: 
• Christ served. 

Where humanity rejected God: 
• Christ reconciled humanity back to God. 

“And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever…” Luke 1:33 

Jesus is not merely part of the rebuilding process. He is the foundation of rebuilding. 

Conclusion 
Israel’s crisis was not merely political; it was visionary. They lost sight of who they were under 
God’s rule. 

The modern Church must guard against rebuilding outwardly while remaining spiritually 
disconnected inwardly. 

God is calling His people to: 
• Rebuild the altar 
• Restore vision 
• Renew community 
• Return to divine authority 

You cannot rebuild correctly while rejecting the Master Builder. 

The future of the Church will not be secured by worldly imitation, but by Kingdom restoration. 

“Where there is no vision, the people perish…” Proverbs 29:18 

May God restore holy vision to families, churches, leaders, and communities again. 

7 Prayer Points 
1. Prayer for Spiritual Vision Lord, restore clear Kingdom vision in my life and family. 
Scripture: Habakkuk 2:2 

2. Prayer for Rebuilding Broken Foundations Father, rebuild every damaged spiritual 
foundation in my life. Scripture: Isaiah 58:12 

3. Prayer Against Comparison Lord, deliver me from worldly imitation and help me embrace 
my Kingdom identity. Scripture: Romans 12:2 

4. Prayer for Community Unity Father, unite Your people in love, truth, and shared purpose. 
Scripture: Psalm 133:1 

5. Prayer for Godly Leadership Raise leaders who seek Your heart above personal ambition. 
Scripture: Jeremiah 3:15 



6. Prayer for Personal Alignment Jesus, reign fully over my decisions, desires, and direction. 
Scripture: Matthew 6:33 

7. Prayer for Kingdom Advancement Lord, use our church and community to reveal Your 
glory in this generation. Scripture: Matthew 5:14–16 


