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Opening Discussion 
• What thoughts, feelings, or impressions do 

you have about the sermon this week?  

Prayer 

Loving God, 

As we enter the second week of Advent, we're 
excited and waiting for the coming of your light. 
Please help us to find peace and to be kind to 
everyone we meet. We’re getting ready for 
Christmas, and we want to be patient as we wait 
for Jesus. Let our hearts be open to feel the 
happiness and hope He brings. 

In the days and weeks ahead, remind us that your 
love is like a bright light in our lives, giving us hope 
and joy. Guide us on this journey and help us 
understand the love you have for us. 

We pray this, believing in your love and waiting for 
the joy of Christmas. Amen. 

Scripture 

Read together Luke 1:26-38 

“In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God 
sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in 
Galilee, to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged 
to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of King David. Gabriel appeared to her 
and said, “Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is 
with you! Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to 
think what the angel could mean. “Don’t be afraid, 
Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor 
with God! You will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. He will be very great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor 
David. And he will reign over Israel forever; his 
Kingdom will never end!” Mary asked the angel, 
“But how can this happen? I am a virgin.” The 
angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he 
will be called the Son of God.  What’s more, your 

relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old 
age! People used to say she was barren, but she 
has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month. 
For the word of God will never fail.” Mary 
responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May 
everything you have said about me come true.” 
And then the angel left her.”  

Thought #1: Carrying the Hope of Jesus Can 
Be Overwhelming 

Mary was presented with a huge opportunity, but 
with it came much fear. Pastor Kevin reminded us 
that when we make ourselves available, we 
shouldn’t be surprised when He asks of us things 
that feel much bigger than what we are 
comfortable with.  

We may have questions like Mary did. How? Why? 
Am I worthy? 

Reflect on a time, either past or present, when God 
asked something big of you. Something that felt far 
outside your comfort zone. Were you reserved? Did 
you have questions? What feelings did you have 
before you said “yes”? How did it unfold? What did 
you learn through that time or circumstance? 

Mary was called to literally deliver Jesus to a world 
in great need of him. We are called to deliver Jesus 
to the world around us, still desperately in need of 
Him.  

What does that look like for you during this Advent 
season and beyond? 

Thought #2: Carrying the Hope of Jesus is 
About Being Favored 

Revisit Luke 1:29-30 

“Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what 
the angel could mean. “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” the 
angel told her, “for you have found favor with God!” 

What does it mean to be found with favor? Pastor 
Kevin shared that biblically, it can mean grace & 
kindness or acceptance & delight. He also reminded 
us that to be favored doesn’t mean easy.  

Mary was looked down upon for being pregnant 
and unmarried. 



She nearly lost her fiancé because of this fact. 

She and her family had to flee the threat of Herod. 

She ultimately would watch her son, Jesus, 
crucified on the cross.  

How do these facts challenge your view of the 
word “favor”? Where have you seen the Lord’s 
grace, kindness, acceptance, and delight in the 
most unlikely or unfavorable circumstances? As 
with Mary, how can our obedience lead us to be 
instruments of His favor (bringing grace, kindness, 
acceptance, and delight to the world around us)? 

Thought #3: Carrying the Hope of Jesus is 
Connected to Obedience 

We cooperate with God working IN us so He can 
work THROUGH us. 

Reflect on the statement above. How does this 
challenge you? How does it encourage you? Just as 
in Mary’s case, obedience often requires 
vulnerability. Recall a time, either past or present, 
that you have felt called to obedience that left you 
feeling vulnerable and exposed. How did God meet 
you in that vulnerability? In what ways did He 
provide the protection and strength you needed to 
walk out this path? 

Obedience also can come with inconvenience. We 
can only assume that Mary was on a very normal 
path for a girl her age. Betrothed to marry, she 
would start a family and be very happy. Yet, when 
the Angel visited her she chose to set aside her 
reputation, her body, her will, and her personal 
comfort…for Jesus. 

Where do you feel the inconvenience of obedience 
in your own life? How have you been called, either 
past or present, to set aside your comfort for 
Jesus? How can we offer our obedience to God, as 
Mary did, to make His hope known?  

Response: 

As you go from this time together, consider this 
prayer: 

I am the Lord’s servant, have your way in me and 
through me. Who is it that you would want to use 

me to deliver the living hope of Jesus Christ?  Help 
me to push through the fear and trust you fully! 

Questions for Pastor Todd Keller or Julie Burch 
regarding your REMIX group?  

• Email: Todd tkeller@collegechurch.com 
Julie groups@collegechurch.com  

***Remember to record your attendance for the 
week.  Thank you. 
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