
 
 
 

 

 
Week Three: Follow Jesus 
 
MAIN SCRIPTURE: 
17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and 
fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, 
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  18 “Why do you 
call me good?” Jesus answered, “No one is good—
except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: 
‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, 
you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, 
you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’” 
20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I 
was a boy.”  21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One 
thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.”  22 At this the man’s 
face fell. He went away sad, because he had great 
wealth.  23 Jesus looked around and said to his 
disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God!”  24 The disciples were amazed at his 
words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it 
is[b] to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”  
26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to 
each other, “Who then can be saved?”  27 Jesus looked 
at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not 
with God; all things are possible with God.”  28 Then 
Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow 
you!”  29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who 
has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father 
or children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to 
receive a hundred times as much in this present age: 
homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—
along with persecutions—and in the age to 
come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, 
and the last first.”  Mark 10:17-31 
 
 

WARM UP 
• What stood out to you from the message? (idea, 

story, Scripture, etc.) 
• As Pastor Kevin introduced our main scripture 

this week, he explained that the book of Mark 
contains contrasts that depict Jesus in some 
unexpected upside-down ways.  For instance, 
the outsiders are more insightful than the 
insiders, those who seem to be in power are the 
weakest, those who are seemingly perceptive 
are actually blind, those who are furthest from 
the Kingdom know Jesus’ identity best, etc.  In 
what ways through Scripture or you own 
experience have you come to understand Jesus’ 
upside-down ways? 

• All 4 Gospel writers include the story of the rich 
man found in Mark 10.  Why do you think this 
story is so important? 

 
(Below you will find the main points of this week’s sermon along with 

discussion questions.  Feel free to use, reword, or omit questions 
depending on the needs of your group and the time needed for 

prayer, care, and fellowship.  Thank you for your leadership.) 
 

Thought #1 –  The man was an overachiever. 
Verses: Mark 10:17a 

• Ok, Group, it’s time to be refreshingly honest:  
would you say that you are most typically… 

o an overachiever? 
o an underachiever? 
o middle-of-the-road – it just depends on 

the situation? 
• The rich man came running to Jesus.  What can 

we conclude about his hurry, posture, status, 
and position? 

• Perhaps it is the present season you are in, or 
perhaps it was during a different season of your 
life; but during what season of your spiritual life 
do you feel as if you were running toward Jesus 
the most desperately, intentionally, and 
energetically?  Why do you say this? 
 

Thought # 2 – This rich man asked an 
interesting question: “Good teacher, what 
must I do to inherit eternal life? 
Verses: Mark 10:17b 

• Pastor Kevin said, “This question is one that 
every person has to think about at some point in 



 

 

their life”.  In short, this question simply asks, 
“Am I good enough”.  Pastor Kevin explained 
that there is a worldly standard of “good 
enough” and a Jesus standard of “good enough”.  
As a group, compare/contrast the differences 
between these two standards. 

• How would you describe the limitations and 
ramifications of only trying to maintain a “good 
enough” spirituality? 

• Tell your story – Tell of a time in your life when 
you realized that Jesus was calling you to live 
beyond what the world said was “good enough”. 

 
Thought #3 – Jesus responded to the rich 
man with love. 
Verses: Mark 10:21 

• Mark 10:21 says that Jesus felt genuine love for 
him.  Even though the rich man was ultimately 
saddened by Jesus’ answers, how do you think 
this man felt regarded by Jesus.  In other words, 
how did Jesus show love to the man?   

• By declaring that he had kept all of the 
commandments since he was a boy, the rich 
man was confessing that he himself didn’t see 
any “lack” in his own spiritual standing.  
However, Jesus says, “One thing you lack.  Go, 
sell everything you have and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.”  While we 
know that this answer from Jesus saddened the 
man, the reason for Jesus’ answer is left to 
interpretation.  In your opinion, what made the 
man sad enough to walk away?  Why do you 
think Jesus is asking the man to take such 
drastic measures?  What does Jesus (who had 
such genuine love for this man) know about this 
man’s heart?    

 
Thought #4 – Jesus draws a line in the sand, 
giving the rich man a Kingdom-kind of view. 
Verses: Mark 10:28-31 

• Pastor Kevin concluded goals that we must have 
when considering the story of the rich man.  
Read the following list.  After each goal, explain 
the difficulty and necessity of this Kingdom 
perspective: 

o Our goal is not to live the life our 
neighbor does, but to live like Jesus. 

o Our goal is not to look around and say,  
“Look what I have accumulated”, but 
instead, “Look what God has given”. 

o Our goal is not to settle in and be 
reminded that we have arrived or 
“made it”, but to become less settled 
and think about what arriving looks like 
in the world to come. 

o Our goal is not to convince God that we 
are good, but to approach God from the 
single perspective that He is good. 

o Our goal is not to pave our own way, but 
to walk the ways Jesus has made for us. 

 
Challenge:  Pray that God would give you and your group 
the same type of upside-down Kingdom perspective that 
Jesus explains to the rich man, the crowd, and His 
disciples.  Enjoy your time with Jesus. 
__________________________________________ 
Questions for Pastor Todd Keller or Madison Brown regarding your 
REMIX group?  

• Email:  tkeller@collegechurch.com 
   mbrown@collegechurch.com 

• Phone:  Todd:  309-826-9944 
   Madison:  708-990-7548 
 
***Remember to record your attendance for the week.  Thank you. 
 

How can we pray for each other this week? 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________ 


