
•	 Comment on Facebook
•	 Share this worship service on your social media
•	 Email a decision or prayer request to info@snydermbc.com
•	 As comfort and common sense allows,reach out to your next 

door neighbors. Be a neighbor. Share and show Christ.

Invitation to Respond
Are you visiting with us 
today? Just scan the QR 
code for more info. We’d 
love to get to know you!

God So Loved	 	 Berthold/Cash/Cash/Cash/Cash

Welcome		  Karen McAmis 
VBS Song: Start the Party!		

Prayer for the Offering		  Mary Rice
Song for the Offering  
	 Firm Foundation (He Won’t)		  Davis/Moore/Carnes

Kentucky Testimony		  Chuck Lazar
God So Loved (reprise)	 	 Berthold/Cash/Cash/Cash/Cash

Sermon		  Blake Benge 
	 	 InfluenceR 
		  Seize the Crisis
Song of Response 
	 Hosanna		  Fraser

Recognition of Decisions		  Blake Benge
Next Steps & Benediction		  Susie Reeder
Video Postlude: VBS Highlight Video

June 30, 2024
8:40 AM Worship

Nehemiah: Seize the Crisis

Take It With You
I’ve been reading the Bible for as long as I can remember.  Between Sunday School, VBS, Sunday morning 
worship, personal devotions and Bible study, I’ve read a lot of the Bible (although I do have to confess I have 
never read it all the way through).  My 18-year-old self foolishly thought that all those years of reading the 
Bible would mean that Introduction to the Old Testament and New Testament classes in college would be a 
breeze…she was woefully incorrect!
Lately, my reading and studying of the Bible has led me to the question of how the words in the Bible survived 
all the years that they did to become the collection of scriptures that we now have.  I know-thanks to those 
aforementioned college classes-some details of how the books of the Bible were assembled.  But I am more 
curious about the granular details: how did the words prayed by David, by Samuel, by Nehemiah survive?  
These weren’t speeches, spoken to giant crowds.  It’s safe to assume that at least some of the prayers recorded 
in scripture were prayed in private, with no one to witness and record them.  So how do we know what these 
giants of the faith prayed?
The easiest answer is that they wrote them down.  Evidently, the concept of prayer journals goes way back.  
I don’t know if Nehemiah wrote down his plea to God with the intention that it would influence prayers of 
people thousands of years later.  Likely, he wrote them down for the same reason that people who write their 



InfluenceR  |  Seize the Crisis
In this series, we are considering the life and leadership of Nehemiah. While he is not what is today considered 
a “Professional Influencer, leveraging Social Media Skills”, he is an influencer, creating Social and Spiritual 
change. His life reveals traits of a Good Influencer we can emulate as ambassadors of Jesus.

Traits of a Good InfluenceR covered so far:
Acute Perception:

a) the ability to see what is and what it means. b) the ability to see what should not be and what could be 
instead.

Passionate Affinity:
caring deeply enough to move beyond emotion and sentiment to helpful action.

Divine Alignment (the most important):
a) seeking to be “on God’s side”. b) seeking to make the priorities of your life align with the priorities of 
God’s word.

Today we see Nehemiah at a crisis point and uncover the fourth trait of a Good InfluenceR, which places him 
in this dangerous opportunity.

Proven                                s
Nehemiah 1:11c

	
	
	

Crisis Averted or Crisis Seized
Nehemiah 2:2

	
	
	

Risky Response
Nehemiah 2:3

	
	
	

The King Wants to know & Nehemiah wants to go
Nehemiah 2:4-5

	
	
	

prayers today do so: because it helps them process their thoughts, their emotions, their desires; to bring their 
scattered thoughts into some semblance of order.
Does this mean we need to write our prayers as if they will be read thousands of years from now?  No; that’s a 
lot of pressure, and certainly not the point of prayer.  Of course, it’s not mandatory to write your prayers at all; 
it’s just one possible way to approach that holy communication.  It is just somewhat of a comfort to have that 
point of connection to people who seem so far removed from us in every way.  Nehemiah lived and wrote his 
words about 2500 years ago; his life experience could not have been much more different than the experience 
of our lives.  He had influence over the most powerful person in the world at the time.  But, he wrote down his 
prayers.  He prayed and God listened.  We pray, and God is listening.
~ Katie Herring



Announcements
Church Office:  Closed Thursday and Friday, July 4 - 5.
Snyder Summer Reading Club:  Come join us for Reading Rocks 2024 to read as many books as you can 
and collect prizes along the way!  Reading Rocks!  Going on now through August 31.  Stop by the Church 
Library to sign up for the Summer Reading Program.  It’s not too late!
Combined Worship Service - Sunday, July 7:  Join us at 10am in the Sanctuary. No Sunday School.
Summer Worship Concert:  Please mark your calendars for a Summer Worship Concert on Wednesday, 
July 17, from 7-8:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  This will be a special evening of worship and original worship 
songs led and composed by 8:40 Worship Band members.  All are welcome.  We will be rounding out the 
evening with ice cream sundaes!
Snyder Youth (6th - 12th grades) - Crowders Ridge Summer Camp, July 21 - 25:  Registration 
deadline was June 28.  For more info visit www.snyderyouth.com/events.
Snyder Parenting Weekend:  Save the date!  Meeting in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, September 14, 
9am - 11:30am, with guest speakers Chris Sasser and Abbey Wedgeworth.
Chumani Child Sponsorship:  We had a great response to sponsoring children at our new partner school 
in Chumani.  Over 100 children have been sponsored by our church Family.  If you are interested in sponsoring 
a child, contact Susie Reeder.
Baptists on Mission:  North Carolina Baptists on Mission is getting prepared for the hurricane season!  
Tom Poston, director, is in the process of collecting information to form teams who can assist when the need 
arises to aid in Disaster Relief.  Qualifications?  Not a lot of skills, but a servant heart and availability to go 
when disasters occur in the southeastern states.  If you are interested in serving on one of these teams, contact 
Tom Poston tposton2@nc.rr.com or (910) 322-2115.
Worship Flowers:  If you have a special occasion or event that you would like to acknowledge with the 
placement of an arrangement in one of the 11am worship services, please contact Anne Keith at anne@
keithvaluation.com or at (910) 850-8111 to reserve a date.

Powerful Approval
Nehemiah 2:6

	
	

Divine Alignment
Nehemiah 2:7-8

	
	
	

Prayer Exercise
Simple Divine Alignment Prayer 

God lead me to see what you see. 
Move me to care about what you  care about.

Simple Crisis Prayer 
God give me the wisdom to know what to do 

and the courage to do it.
Trusting Prayer 

I trust you, God, to use me and the abilities you have given 
me in the place you have put me.

Thinking Exercise
Proven Ability 

How am I using and developing my 
gifts, skills and talents for “should be” and “could be”?
In what ways am I being trustworthy with my abilities 

and the place He currently has me?



Looking Ahead:   
July 4 - 5	 Church Office Closed 
July 7	 Combined Worship Service at 10am in the Sanctuary 
July 14 - 21	 NC All State Youth Choir 
July 17	 Summer Worship Concert 
July 18 - 30	 Kenya Adult Mission Trip 
July 21 - 25	 Crowders Ridge Summer Camp 
September 14	 Snyder Parenting Weekend

Cash or Check
•	 by mail or dropping off to Finance Office
•	 Automated Bank Draft on the 5th or 20th of the month - contact Finance Office to acquire forms for draft 

set up
Online (computer, mobile phone, tablet)
•	 Go to www.snydermbc.com; select “Giving & Tithing | Online” from the menu; enter the information (if you 

are already in our database, you can login; otherwise you can continue as guest)
	 or
•	 download the “Church Life” app to your mobile phone (you must already have a username and password 

for AccessACS - see below - in order to use this app). There is a link on the app to give, and it will take you 
to AccessACS; follow the instructions

How to Give to Snyder Memorial Baptist Church 

We exist to lead people to Discover God, Develop faith and display 
Christ-like love in our attitudes and actions. 

701 Westmont Drive • Fayetteville, NC 28305
(910) 484-3191  •  www.snydermbc.com


