
 
 
Sermon Notes: The Faithful Witness 
From Promise to Triumph: God’s Plan Unfolded in Isaiah and Revelation*   
Revelation 3:1–13 (Sardis and Philadelphia, CSB)   
 
Theme: Faithfulness to Christ matters more than outward appearances.   
 
Big Idea: God sees through facades, judges rebellion, and honors perseverance, 
promising the faithful a permanent place in His kingdom through Christ, the 
Faithful Witness. 
 
Key Scriptures 
 
Revelation 3:1 (Sardis): Write to the angel of the church in Sardis: Thus says the one 
who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars: I know your works; you have a 
reputation for being alive, but you are dead.” (CSB)   
 
Revelation 3:8 (Philadelphia): “I know your works. Look, I have placed before you an 
open door that no one can close because you have but little strength, yet you have 
kept my word and have not denied my name.” (CSB)   
 
Isaiah 9:6–7: For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us… His name will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace… to 
establish [His kingdom] with justice and righteousness from now on and forever.” 
(CSB) 
 
Sermon Summary 
In Revelation 3:1–13, Christ addresses two churches: Sardis, which appears alive but is 
spiritually dead, and Philadelphia, weak yet faithful, promised protection and a place 
in God’s kingdom. Sardis’ hypocrisy mirrors Judah’s empty worship in Isaiah 1, while 
Philadelphia’s perseverance reflects the faithful remnant of Isaiah 9–10. Christ, the 
Faithful Witness (Rev. 1:5), sees our hearts, calls us to authentic faith, and promises 
eternal security to those who hold fast. Like Isaiah 9’s Messiah, He brings hope to a 
rebellious world, fulfilling God’s plan for redemption. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Theological Connections 
God’s Holiness: Christ’s omniscience (Rev. 3:1, “seven spirits”) exposes Sardis’ facade, 
echoing God’s judgment of empty religion in Isaiah 1:11–15.   
Human Rebellion: Sardis’ spiritual deadness parallels Judah’s hypocrisy, warned 
against in Isaiah 9:2’s “people walking in darkness.”   
Hope for the Faithful: Philadelphia’s endurance reflects the remnant of Isaiah 
10:20–22, promised a Messiah whose kingdom is eternal (Isa. 9:6–7).   
Christ’s Promises: White garments (Rev. 3:5) and a pillar in God’s temple (Rev. 3:12) 
fulfill Isaiah’s vision of a purified, restored people (Isa. 4:2–3). 
 
Reflection Questions 
1. Where in your life are you tempted to prioritize appearances over authentic faith 
(e.g., social media, work, church)?   
2. How have you seen God open a door for you in a time of weakness, like He did for 
Philadelphia?   
3. What’s one small, faithful step you can take this week to honor Christ? 
 
Do The Work - Spiritual Disciplines 
 
Prayer-Examine Your Heart: Spend 10 minutes in prayer this week, asking God to 
reveal areas of spiritual complacency. Journal one way to grow in authenticity.   
 
Faith - Act Faithfully: Take one step of obedience—e.g., share your faith, serve quietly, 
or forgive someone—trusting God honors small acts of faithfulness.   
 
 
Prayer 
“Lord, You see our hearts. Forgive us for chasing appearances like Sardis. Strengthen 
us to persevere like Philadelphia, trusting Your open doors. Thank You for Christ, the 
Faithful Witness, who secures our place in Your kingdom. Help us live authentically 
for You. Amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 


