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Opening Praver (Unison)
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“Please stand as you are able at these places in the services

[ will follow Praise Band
Pecause He [ives Praise Band

br’eenn% Church Moment Pastor Kift
“Call 1o \‘(br’shlp Janelie .
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LEADER: Easter people, we gather to worship and to listen, to learn the sound, the

feel, the cadence of the Shepherd’s voice.

PEOPLE: We come seeking our Shepherd’s voice.

LEADER: We gather to worship and to discern, to learn how to recognize our
Shepherd’s voice amidst the chaos and noise of our lives.

PEOPLE: We come seeking our Shepherd’s voice.

LEADER: We gather to worship and to find shelter, to learn to trust our Shepherd’s
voice to guide us to safety and provide for us in all things.

PEOPLE: We come seeking our Shepherd’s voice.

LEADER: Come, let us worship as we listen for the voice of Jesus who guides us,
protects us, provides for us, and draws us together in community.

ALL: We come to worship as the family of Christ, a flock seeking and following
our Shepherd’s voice. Amen.

Prelude
Opening Song

Janelie .

L oving Shepherd, you know our names; you care for us. When we face
darkness and death, journey beside us. When we hunger for your love,
fill us with your presence. When we are fearful, feed us at your table.
May we dwell in the house of goodness and mercy all the days of our
lives. Amen.

Savior Like a Shepherd [Lead Us #5831

John 10:-10 Janelle k.
M ANA =

L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!
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Scripture

Children’s Message les Lacy

* Offertory Praver

* (losing Hymn

Paslor Rift

Voice of the Shepherd

Surely The Presence Of The Lord

Message
Praise Band
Pastor Kift

Song
Sharing of Joy's & Concerns
Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our prayers

Pastoral Pra e followed by:
The LLord’s Praver
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy hame. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Paslor Rift

Offertory & Commitment Cards Pastor Kifl
Musical Offering Amazing Grace Anna .
* Doxology 94

@ P

Faithful Shepherd, who calls us by name, you invite us into a life that is
rich in meaning, deep in joy, and bold in compassion. You speak, and
we long to follow—although the world is noisy and the path unclear. In

this moment of offering, we quiet our hearts to listen again. Receive
these gifts as signs of our trust in you. May they be used to bring
abundance to others, to feed the hungry, to strengthen the lost, and to
proclaim your voice of love. In coming and going, in worship and
service, make us more like Christ, in whose name vtlfvgive and pr‘;ay.
Amen.

Go Tell It On The Mountain Praise Band



Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (132) / The Voice of the Shepherd
Fourth Sunday of Easter / John 10:1-10 (CEB) / April 26, 2026

Reading (Lectio)

(John 10:1) I assure you that whoever doesn’t enter into the sheep pen through the gate but climbs over the wall
is a thief and an outlaw.

(John 10:2) The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.

(John 10:3) The guard at the gate opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep
by name and leads them out.

(John 10:4) Whenever he has gathered all of his sheep, he goes before them and they follow him, because they
know his voice.

(John 10:5) They won’t follow a stranger but will run away because they don’t know the stranger’s voice.”
(John 10:6) Those who heard Jesus use this analogy didn’t understand what he was saying.

(John 10:7) So Jesus spoke again, “I assure you that I am the gate of the sheep.

(John 10:8) All who came before me were thieves and outlaws, but the sheep didn’t listen to them.

(John 10:9) I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out and find
pasture.

(John 10:10) The thief enters only to steal, kill, and destroy. I came so that they could have life—indeed, so that
they could live life to the fullest.

(John 10:11) I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”

The Voice of the Shepherd

1. Preface

According to recent statistics, the global population is approximately 8 billion. Among them, about 2.3 billion
identify as Christians, gathering each week to listen to and follow the teachings of Jesus. There are also an
estimated 40 million churches around the world.

There are many churches, and people are diverse. The appearance of each church may differ depending
on its denomination and the leadership of its pastor. Yet, I believe the hearts of those who come to church—

including all of you gathered here today—are the same. We are here to hear and follow the voice of Jesus.

How can we truly hear His voice—the voice that unites such a diverse people across so many different
churches? Through today’s scripture, I pray that our path may remain continually directed toward Him.

2. False Shepherds, Pharisees



Today’s passage presents Jesus’ teaching about the shepherd. But why did Jesus give us this teaching? If we look
back to John chapter 9, we find the story of Jesus healing a man who had been blind. At that time, the Pharisees
condemned Jesus for performing this healing on the Sabbath. According to their interpretation of the law, no work
whatsoever was permitted on that day.

The Sabbath was a law given by God. Yet, over time, that very law came to be used in ways that
misunderstood God’s heart and will. Why did this happen? Because human understanding alone is not sufficient
to fully grasp or faithfully live out the Word of God.

This remains true for us today. As we come to church to hear and follow the voice of Jesus, there are times
when we feel confusion, or even dissatisfaction in our hearts. At times, misunderstandings can arise among us.

Therefore, if we are to avoid repeating the mistakes of the Pharisees, we must do two things: we must
respect the diversity within the church and among one another. And we must also seek the wisdom to discern
what truly reflects God’s heart—and what distorts it. Respect does not mean uncritical acceptance.

Today’s scripture offers us that wisdom. As we listen carefully to the voice of Jesus in this passage, it is
my prayer that we may grow in both humility and discernment—Iearning to honor one another while faithfully
seeking the truth in a world filled with many voices.

3. Voice of the Shepherd

Jesus begins His teaching with these words: “I assure you that whoever enters the sheepfold not through the gate
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a robber.” (v.1) With the phrase “I assure you,” Jesus speaks with great
seriousness. He is exposing the true nature of leaders who act outside of God’s authority.

As children of God, we are called to respect religious leaders and the diversity within the church. However,
not all leadership is life-giving. Some forms of authority may appear religious, yet still be spiritually harmful.
Therefore, while we honor one another, we must also seek the wisdom to discern what truly reflects God’s will—
and what distorts it.

To teach us this discernment, Jesus continues: “The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the
sheep.” (v.2) This passage can sometimes be misunderstood. Some may interpret the “gate” as the church and the
“shepherd” as the pastor, and from this assume that leadership must always be followed without question. But we
must ask carefully: What is the gate that Jesus speaks of? And who is the Shepherd?

Jesus goes on to say that there is a gatekeeper who opens the door. When the gatekeeper opens it, the sheep
hear the shepherd’s voice—and the shepherd calls his own sheep by name, one by one. (v.3)

Here we find the wisdom Jesus wants to give us. The sheep represent us—the people who come seeking
God. The gatekeeper can be understood as the Holy Spirit, who opens our hearts. When the Spirit stirs within us,
we begin to recognize and hear the voice of the Shepherd. And what is the nature of this shepherd’s leadership?

The shepherd calls each sheep by name. His voice is not distant or impersonal—it is deeply relational.
True leadership, the kind Jesus desires, is not self-appointed. It is recognized through relationship, trust, and the
love of God that knows us personally.

Sheep are often thought of as gentle animals, but in reality, they can be surprisingly stubborn and easily
distracted. They tend to follow their own impulses, which can lead them to become lost or wander into danger.



And yet, even stubborn sheep recognize the voice of their shepherd when he calls them by name. They follow—
not because they are forced, but because they trust him. (v.4) Obedience is rooted in trust, not coercion.

Interestingly, this same stubbornness can also become a protection. Sheep will not follow a stranger;
instead, they run away because they do not recognize that voice. This is the discernment Jesus is teaching us.
Discernment is not merely intellectual—it is relational. Through the Holy Spirit and our relationship with Christ,
we are able to discern truth from falsehood. Spiritual maturity is not just knowing what is true, but learning to
recognize the voice of Christ among the many voices we hear in our lives.

4. I am the Gate, and Shepherd

After hearing Jesus’ teaching, the Pharisees did not understand Him. (v.6) This reflects what we saw in John
chapter 9: while the man who had been blind received his sight, the religious leaders remained spiritually blind.

Seeing this, Jesus speaks more plainly: “I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me were thieves
and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.” (v.7-8)

This means that even though we are imperfect, and not able to understand everything fully, through the
Holy Spirit and our relationship with Christ, we are still able to discern truth from falsehood.
Because the voice of Jesus is known through relationship and trust.

We are the sheep who enter through Jesus—the gate—responding to the prompting of the Holy Spirit.
And through Him, we are saved. For while the thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy, Jesus came so that we
might have life—and have it abundantly. (v.9—10) And Jesus is not only the gate—He is also the shepherd. (v.11)
Salvation through the Gate and the Shepherd is not a system. It is a person.

5. Conclusion

In a world filled with many churches and many voices, religious leaders are also diverse and numerous. We are
called to respect that diversity and the different paths people take. However, when leadership seeks to serve
itself—when it climbs over the wall instead of entering through Jesus—we must have the wisdom not to follow
it. And that wisdom comes from the relational leadership of Jesus, who calls each of us by name. Our only true
Shepherd is Jesus.

Through today’s scripture, I want to make a simple confession: As a pastor, I am not the shepherd.  am a
sheep, just like you. It is simply that, because of my role, I spend intentional time with the Word during the
week—Ilistening carefully in preparation for Sunday. And my hope is not that you would follow my voice,
but that together, we would recognize the voice of Jesus.

So today, I invite you to something simple but meaningful: Just as the Shepherd calls us by name,
let us call one another by name once more. Let us recognize the love of Jesus among us. Let us listen for His
voice—not only through preaching, but through our life together.

In this way, may our community become a healthy and living flock— a place where the voice of the
Shepherd is heard clearly, and where no thief or robber can easily enter.



Practice (Response)

1. What voices are shaping your life right now—and how can you discern whether they reflect the voice of Jesus?

2. Can you recall a moment when you recognized the voice of Jesus—not just through words, but through a
relationship or experience? What helped you recognize it?

3. How can we, as a community, help one another hear and follow the voice of the Shepherd more clearly in our
daily lives?
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