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Prelude Mighty to Save Praise Band

Awake My Soul Praise Band
Greelings & Church Moment Pastor Kift
all to \‘(br’shlp Janel I,

EADER: Some of us come to worship today, weary and worn, heavy with all the
ircumstances that are too much to bear alone.

EOPLE: We gather to travel God’s redemption road together.

EADER: Some of us come to worship today, dry and thirsty, longing for reliefand
eace from the troubles that surround us.

EOPLE: We gather to travel God’s redemption road together.

EADER: Some of us come to worship today with stories to tell of little resurrections,
oments of new life that sprang up when we least expected them.

EOPLE: We gather to travel God’s redemption road together.

EADER: Beloved, whatever we bring with us to worship today, God welcomes us and
alls us to work together as we travel God’s redemption road together.

LL: We gather to be truth-tellers and life-bringers as we travel God’s redemption
oad together. Amen.

Gather ing in %on@ and PI“’\’@I

‘Opening Prayer (Unison) Janet I~.

God of mercy, we come to you dry and lifeless, seeking your
breath of life. L ead us to the place where our hopes lie buried
and call us out from the tombs of despair. Call forth our faith
that, with Martha, we may know you to be the resurrection and
the life, in this world and the world to come. Amen.

Song

Scripture Ezekiel $7¢:1-14

<SSV na o

L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!
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Children’s Message les Lacy

Janet k.

Spirit of the Living God Praise Band

Message Finding New life for Dry Bones Pastor Kift
Worship Song Amazing Love Praise Band
Sharing of Joy's & Concerns

Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:

Lord, hear our prayers

Pastoral Prayer followed by The Lord’s Prayer Pastor Kift
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory Pastor Kift
Offertory Song All We Like Sheep RCL. Choir

‘Doxology UMH 696

PN (Y 4

Life-Giving Spirit, you breathe hope into our valleys of despair

and call forth life where we saw only dry bones. We come today

not out of habit, but out of longing to be part of your work that |
restores, renews, and redeems. Take these gifts and use them

to roll away the stones that keep your people bound. Let them ?

Offertory Prayer:

be signs of trust, symbols of resurrection, and tools of
transformation in a weary world. May our offering, like our
living, lean into your Spirit and testify that life—abundant,
eternal, and holy—is possible in you. In Christ, who calls us out
of the grave and into your grace, we pray. Amen.
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Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (129) / Finding New Life for Dry Bones
Fifth Sunday in Lent / Ezekiel 37:1-14 (CEB) / March 22, 2026

Reading (Lectio)

(Ezekiel 37:1) The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the
middle of a valley; it was full of bones.

(Ezekiel 37:2) He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley,
bones that were very dry.

(Ezekiel 37:3) He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”

(Ezekiel 37:4) Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the
Lord!

(Ezekiel 37:5) This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will
come to life.

(Ezekiel 37:6) I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put
breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.””

(Ezekiel 37:7) So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound,
and the bones came together, bone to bone.

(Ezekiel 37:8) I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath
in them.

(Ezekiel 37:9) Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the
Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.””

(Ezekiel 37:10) So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up
on their feet—a vast army.

(Ezekiel 37:11) Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are
dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’

(Ezekiel 37:12) Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am
going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel.

(Ezekiel 37:13) Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up
from them.

(Ezekiel 37:14) I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will
know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’”

Finding New Life for Dry Bones

1. Preface

Last Sunday, we successfully wrapped up our Open-Door Churches potluck gathering. It has been a long time
since we hosted a gathering of churches in the Salem-Keizer area. It brought me great joy to see the gradual
restoration of our church life—starting with the Coffee Hour—coming back step by step after the pandemic.



I also want to express my sincere gratitude for all the hard work you have put into this process. I give
thanks to God that we are able to build meaningful and spiritually enriching memories together.

As we experience growth, we naturally feel joy and gratitude, and we offer thanks to God. However,
alongside these moments of growth, difficult times will also come. There will be moments of failure. This is true
not only for the church, but also for our nation and for our personal lives.

So, when we face moments of difficulty and failure, what confession of faith can we make as children of
God? Through that confession, I pray that this worship may become a true offering to God.

2. Ezekiel

Ezekiel was born into a priestly family. Those who were born into such families were trained from an early age
for service in the Temple. At the age of thirty, they would begin their priestly ministry (Numbers 4:3). However,
during the Babylonian invasion, part of his nation was conquered, and Ezekiel was taken into exile.

Today’s passage takes place when Ezekiel, now in exile, reached the age of thirty (Ezekiel 1:1). Although
he was no longer in Jerusalem and had no temple in which to serve, God called him to be a prophet.

At that moment, Ezekiel experienced what must have felt like a kind of failure—unable to fulfill the
calling he had prepared for his entire life. And yet, it was precisely there, in that place of loss, that God gave him
a new calling.

The Scripture that was read today is the vision God revealed to him—not as a priest serving in the temple,
but as a prophet speaking in exile. And it is in that place—where his calling seemed interrupted—that God showed
him a valley full of bones.

3. Dry Bones, Hear the Word of the Lord, who is Creator

God came upon Ezekiel. His Spirit brought him to a valley filled with bones (37:1). In that valley, there were
countless bones, and they were very dry (v.2). This signifies death on a massive scale—not at an individual level,
but at a national level. The dryness of the bones shows that no life remained.

Then God, who showed Ezekiel this vision, asked him, “Can these bones live?” (v.3). It is a strange
question—because nothing in that valley looked alive. What must Ezekiel have felt when he heard this question?

From childhood, he had been trained to become a priest. But after being taken into exile and enduring
hardship, he could no longer fulfill that calling. In many ways, he experienced what must have felt like failure.
Perhaps his heart was filled with confusion and disappointment as he stood before those bones. And perhaps this
is not so different from us. When we face difficulties and failures in life, we also carry complex emotions within
us.

When Ezekiel heard God’s question—a question of hope—he did not deny the possibility that the bones
could live again. But neither did he respond with confidence. Instead, he said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know”
(v.3). Without arrogance, he entrusted the answer to God.



God asks us similar questions. When we face failure or adversity and are confronted with that question,
we may look for someone to blame. Or we may believe that we can overcome the situation through our own
strength.

But what if, instead of treating hope as something we must produce, we entrust it to God? Because God
alone understands life, He alone can restore it—even when we cannot see how.

After Ezekiel’s response, God said to him, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: Dry bones, hear the
word of the LORD. I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live” (vv.4-5).

“I will lay sinews upon you, bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you
shall live. Then you will know that I am the LORD” (v.6).

As Ezekiel spoke God’s word, there was a noise—a rattling sound—and the bones came together. Tendons
formed, flesh grew, and skin covered them (vv.7-8).

Why does the passage describe this process in such detail? Because it echoes the language of creation in
the Book of Genesis. God, the Creator, is the only One who truly understands the mystery of life itself and can
give it.

When we go through failure and hardship, we often do not understand what is happening in our lives. The
process feels unclear and confusing. But God—the One who created us—knows our lives completely. He
understands the process we are going through, and He is able to bring us through it into new life.

4. Breath, Hear the Word of the Lord, who Delivers Hope

The restoration of life belongs to God alone—the Creator. Yet even after the bodies were formed, there was still
no breath in them (v.8). Then God said to Ezekiel, “Prophesy to the breath. Come from the four winds, O breath,
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live” (v.9).

As Ezekiel spoke exactly as he was commanded, the breath entered them. They came to life and stood on
their feet—an exceedingly great army (v.10). Then God explained the vision: “These bones are the whole house
of Israel.”

This was the nation Ezekiel had seen lose its land—the people among whom he himself had experienced
loss and disappointment. They said, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is gone; we are cut off” (v.11). Though
they were still alive, they felt as if they had no life left within them.

But God said, “I will open your graves and bring you up from them. I will bring you back to the land of
Israel” (v.12). “You shall know that I am the LORD” (v.13). “And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall
live” (v.14). The breath we breathe as human beings is limited—it eventually comes to an end. But the breath of
God gives life.

So, what happens when we, as children of God, receive His Spirit and breath within the life of the church?
When those who have experienced failure and frustration come into this community, they do not simply meet
people—they encounter the breath of God as it is shared through our relationships. They begin to experience the
hope that comes from God. And when the Spirit of God dwells within them, they receive a life that cannot be
taken away. Hope does not come from the bones—it comes from God.



5. Conclusion

Over the past three years that I have served as your pastor, I have experienced deep joy and gratitude. It is my
sincere hope that this joy and gratitude will continue in the years ahead.

But in the future, our community will also face difficult moments—perhaps even moments of failure. Yet
even in those moments, God can use them for our spiritual restoration.

So instead of using those moments to blame others, or to rely on our own strength, I hope we may offer a
humble confession of faith: “Lord, you alone know.” And through that confession, I pray that we may experience
the living hope that comes from God’s presence.

I also pray that those who come into this church carrying the weight of failure and frustration may find
healing here—that they may encounter the breath of God among us.

May we continue to be a spiritual family—now and in the future— sharing both success and failure,
walking together through growth and hardship, rejoicing with one another, and comforting one another in love.

Practice (Response)

1. Where in your life do you feel like you are standing in a “valley of dry bones”?

What situations feel lifeless, hopeless, or beyond restoration right now?

2. When you face those situations, how do you usually respond?

Do you try to solve them on your own, look for someone to blame, or entrust them to God like Ezekiel did?
3. What might it look like for you to receive God’s Spirit in that place this week?

How can you open your heart to the life and hope that comes from God, rather than trying to produce it yourself?
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