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Closing Hymn: % Trading My Sorrows Praise Team
Circle Song: % Trading My Sorrows Together Keizer Clear Lake
Benediction: Rev. Hyun-Jae “Kift "Lee United Methodist Church
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e WHES -
following worship service. IS N O T
Serving in worship today ENOUGH

Ministers.................... All of us
KCL: Pastor ... Pastor Hyun-Jae “Kift” Lee FINDING TRUE FULFILLMENT
ODC Pastors ...ccccooues Pastor Ethan Gregory IN GOD’S WORD

Pastor Karen Hernandez
Pastor Zaida Huereca

Liturgist .......cccoeeinnetn. Lily Lacy

Communion Stewards..Linda Lamb, Bob Terhune

Greeter & Usher ......... Arlene P, & Dick Givens

Projection Team ......... Tim Lacy, Veronica Lall

Organist /Pianist ........ Judie Herber

Choir Director ............ Laurel Wells OCTOBER llth 10AM

Worship Service

We'wso glag -
\OVRE HERyy

Rev. Hyun-Jae “Kift" Lee | 909-541-7849
Email: pastorkift@opendoorchurches.org
Church info:

7920 Wheatland Road N, Keizer, OR 97303
kclumc.office@gmail.com | 503-393-2402
www. kclume.org




Opening % Please stand as you are able at these places in the services

Message When Fun is not Enough  Rev. Hyun-jae “Kift” Lee

Prelude I've Gol the Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy Down in my Hearl Praise Team

Song My Life is in You Lord Praise Team
Can'l Steal My Joy

Sharing of Joy's & Concerns

*Call to Worship Lily Lacy Joys response:
ot Thanks be to God
“* LEADER: Beloved, God's never-ending love spills out all around Concerns response:

us, drawing us together in beloved community with God,
neighbor, and all creation.
PEOPLE: Rejoice in the Lord always, and again we say,

Lord, hear our
prayers

rejoice! N
LEADER: God's always-present grace surrounds us, enlivening Pastoral Pr ayer followed bY The Lord’s Pr ayer
us lo love ourselves and our neighbors just as Christ loves us. .
PEOPLE: Rejoice in the Lord always, and again we say, Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
rejoice! Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
LEADER: God's persistent peace sweeps through us, guarding . . B .
our hearts and empowering us to live as agents of God's mercy Give us this day our da”-y bread, and forg've us our
and justice wherever we go. trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
PEOPLE: Rejoi in the Lord al , and i A . . . . .
rejoice! SIGEGE TS SOOI SIWRNE, NG SEain 1wa Sa; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine
LEADER: May our rejoicing overflow into our families, is the Kingdom, the power, and the gjory forever. Amen.
neighborhoods, and the whole earth that through our living,
working, resting, and playing, God may be glorified.
ALL: Rejoice in the Lord always, and again we say, OffertorV
rejoice!
) X ; i i i KCL Choir
Opening Prayer (Unison) Lily Lacy Musical Offering He is Jebovab
% Gracious God, when life feels uncertain, we often reach for things we Doxology TMH#94
can see, control, and understand. We confess that we sometimes look .
for comfort in places that cannot give us lasting peace. Turn our %
hearts back to you. Teach us to trust your presence even when we Off ertory P rayer
cannot see the way ahead. Open our minds to your Word, quiet our Faithful God, you have given us more than we could ever
fears, and help us discover the deeper joy that comes from knowing create or control for ourselves. Receive these gifts as signs
that you are near. May our worship today draw us closer to you and f titud dt t Fi f I . itvi
shape us into people of faith, hope, and trust. In Jesus’ name we pray. of our gratitude and trust. Irree us from placing our security in
Amen. possessions, success, or anything that cannot sustain us.
Use what we offer today to share your love, strengthen your
Son Humble Thyself in the Sight of the Lord Praise Team . - .
s Y g church, and bring hope to those who are anxious or in need.
Scripture Exodus 32:1-14 Lily Lacy As we give, remind us that our deepest joy is not found in
L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of what we possess, but in your faithful presence with us. We
God. C: Thanks be to God! offer these gifts and our lives to you, in Christ's name. Amen.

Children’s Message Tes Lacy



Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (152) / When Fun is not Enough

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost / Exodus 32:1-14 (CEB) / October 11, 2026

Reading (Lectio)

(Exodus 32:1) The people saw that Moses was taking a long time to come down from the mountain.
They gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Come on! Make us gods who can lead us. As for this
man Moses who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we don’t have a clue what has happened to
him.”

(Exodus 32:2) Aaron said to them, “All right, take out the gold rings from the ears of your wives, your
sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.”

(Exodus 32:3) So all the people took out the gold rings from their ears and brought them to Aaron.

(Exodus 32:4) He collected them and tied them up in a cloth. Then he made a metal image of a bull
calf, and the people declared, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of the land of

Egypt!”

(Exodus 32:5) When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf. Then Aaron announced,
“Tomorrow will be a festival to the Lord!”

(Exodus 32:6) They got up early the next day and offered up entirely burned offerings and brought
well-being sacrifices. The people sat down to eat and drink and then got up to celebrate.

(Exodus 32:7) The Lord spoke to Moses: “Hurry up and go down! Your people, whom you brought up
out of the land of Egypt, are ruining everything!

(Exodus 32:8) They’ve already abandoned the path that I commanded. They have made a metal bull
calf for themselves. They’ve bowed down to it and offered sacrifices to it and declared, ‘These are your
gods, Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!””

(Exodus 32:9) The Lord said to Moses, “I’ve been watching these people, and I’ve seen how stubborn
they are.

(Exodus 32:10) Now leave me alone! Let my fury burn and devour them. Then 1’1l make a great nation
out of you.”

(Exodus 32:11) But Moses pleaded with the Lord his God, “Lord, why does your fury burn against
your own people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and amazing force?

(Exodus 32:12) Why should the Egyptians say, ‘He had an evil plan to take the people out and kill them
in the mountains and so wipe them off the earth’? Calm down your fierce anger. Change your mind
about doing terrible things to your own people.

(Exodus 32:13) Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, whom you yourself promised,
‘I’1l make your descendants as many as the stars in the sky. And I’ve promised to give your descendants
this whole land to possess for all time.””

(Exodus 32:14) Then the Lord changed his mind about the terrible things he said he would do to his
people.

When Fun is not Enough



1. Preface

“Good afternoon, good evening, and good night!” This is the familiar line Truman delivers at the end
of the movie The Truman Show. The film centers on Truman’s life inside a fabricated world created
for a television program. Eventually, Truman realizes that his world is not real and decides to leave.

The creator of the show tries to persuade him to stay. He argues that the world he controls is
safe, while the outside world is uncertain and full of deception. Yet despite his fear, Truman says
goodbye and steps through the exit.

The movie ends with Truman leaving a controlled world in search of a life that is real.
Meanwhile, the audience simply looks for something else to watch. They flip the channel and ask,
“What’s next?” Truman steps into an uncertain reality with a different question: “What is real?”

2. Golden Calf

Today’s passage invites us to consider the difference between temporary relief and the deeper joy God
gives us in a life we cannot always control.

Moses is on Mount Sinai receiving God’s covenant, but he does not return as quickly as the
people expect. So the Israelites gather around Aaron and say, “We don’t know what has become of
Moses. Make us gods who can lead us.” (Exodus 32:1)

Although they had experienced God’s saving work, they became anxious because nothing
was immediately visible and even Moses was absent. Their hearts were filled with uncertainty: “What
comes next?” So they demanded something they could see and control.

Their anxiety also invites us to reflect on our own faith. We live by faith in Jesus Christ,
whom we cannot see, and we, too, sometimes wonder what comes next.

Aaron responds, “Take off the gold rings from the ears of your wives, your sons, and your
daughters, and bring them to me.” (v. 2) A faithful leader sometimes has to help a community wait
rather than immediately satisfy its anxiety. But Aaron does not say, “Wait for Moses.” Instead, he gives
the people a way to ease their uncertainty.

The people immediately bring their gold. (v. 3) Throughout the wilderness journey, they
often complained and struggled to trust Moses. Yet here they respond quickly when something seems
to offer immediate relief. Waiting requires trust, while immediate action can make us feel as though
we are taking control.

Aaron takes the gold and fashions it into a calf. The people proclaim, “These are your gods,
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” (v. 4) They attribute God’s saving work to an
image they have made.

Idolatry does not always mean replacing God with something entirely different. Sometimes
it means reshaping God into a form that feels easier for us to see, manage, and control.

Aaron then announces, “Tomorrow will be a festival to the LORD!” (v. 5) They still use
God’s name. Worship still happens. There is an altar and a festival. Everything looks religious, but the



relationship has changed. Instead of allowing God to define worship, they have created a form of
worship they can manage.

The next day, the people offer sacrifices, sit down to eat and drink, and then get up to
celebrate. (v. 6) For a time, Aaron’s solution seems to work. Their anxiety is replaced by celebration.
They find pleasure in a religious experience they can see and control. But feeling better is not the same
as returning to God.

3. God’s Wrath

God speaks to Moses: “Hurry up and go down! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of
Egypt, are ruining everything!” (v. 7) Earlier, God had spoken of Israel as “my people.” Now God says,
“your people.” The covenant relationship has been violated.

Israel believes the calf will stabilize their situation. God calls what they have done corruption.
What feels secure from a human perspective can become spiritual collapse from God’s perspective.

God continues: “They’ve already abandoned the path that I commanded.” They have made a
calf, offered sacrifices to it, and declared that this is the god who brought them out of Egypt. (v. 8) God
calls them stubborn and says to Moses, “Now leave me alone! Let my fury burn and devour them. Then
I’ll make a great nation out of you.” (vv. 9-10)

The Israelites had created the golden calf because they could not tolerate an uncertain future.
Now Moses is presented with a different choice. He could accept a secure future centered on himself,
or continue walking with a stubborn people into a future he cannot control. How will Moses respond?

4. Moses’ Plea

Moses replies, “LORD, why does your fury burn against your own people, whom you brought out of
the land of Egypt?” (v. 11) God had said, “your people.” Moses answers, “your people.” This is a
remarkable act of intercession. Moses refuses to separate himself from the people and appeals to God’s
saving work.

He continues: “Change your mind about the terrible disaster you planned against your people.
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you made a promise.” (vv. 12—13) The
promise of becoming a great nation was not something Moses wanted to claim for himself. It belonged
to the covenant God had already established with Abraham, Isaac, Israel, and their descendants.

Moses therefore refuses a secure future at the expense of everyone else. Instead, he remains
with the people and pleads with God to remain faithful to the covenant. Here we begin to see the
difference between temporary relief and deeper joy. Even when we fail, God’s faithfulness is greater
than our instability. Centuries later, Paul gives language to this posture of trust when he writes, “Rejoice
in the Lord always,” and, “The Lord is near.”

Paul was not writing from a comfortable situation. He was imprisoned, and his future was
uncertain. Yet his joy did not depend on everything going well. It rested in the presence and faithfulness
of God. Fun may temporarily soothe our anxiety. Joy is deeper. Following God does not always give



us a predictable path. Joy comes from trusting that God remains faithful even when we cannot see or
control what comes next.

God hears Moses’ plea and relents from the disaster God had threatened. (v. 14) Israel has
failed, but their failure does not become the final word. God’s covenant faithfulness continues.

5. Conclusion

Since the ascension of Jesus, Christians have lived in hope as we await Christ’s return. During this long
wait, we may experience the same temptation as the Israelites: when God seems distant and the future
is uncertain, we look for something visible, immediate, and controllable to reassure us.

There is nothing wrong with having fun. We need laughter, celebration, rest, and enjoyment.
But fun cannot carry the full weight of our fear. It cannot give us control over an uncertain future. The
problem with the golden calf was not simply that the Israelites wanted to have fun. Their deeper
problem was that they wanted relief from uncertainty through something they could see and control.

Faith offers another way. Faith does not mean that God gives us a future we can control. Faith
means trusting God as we walk into a future we cannot control. The people of Israel asked, “What
comes next?” and created something they could control. Truman stepped out of a controlled world and
asked, “What is real?”” And faith invites us to step into the uncertainty of real life, trusting that God is
already there.

So, borrowing Truman’s familiar words one last time: “Good afternoon, good evening, and
good night.” But unlike the audience in The Truman Show, we do not simply change the channel and
ask, “What’s next?” We go forward in faith, asking what is real and trusting the promise Paul gives us:
“The Lord is near.” And because the Lord is near, we can rejoice even when we do not know what
comes next. Amen.

Practice (Response)
1. When life feels uncertain, what do I tend to reach for in order to feel more secure or in control?

2. What is the difference between something that gives me temporary relief and the deeper joy that
comes from trusting God?

3. How can I trust that “the Lord is near” even when I cannot see or control what comes next?
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