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“Please stand as you are able at these plgxces in the services
[t Really is Amazing Grace Praise Team
Alazing Love

Prelude

Opening Song

Paslor Rift
Lily Lacy

Greefings & Church Moment
“Call to Worship

LEADER: Followers of Christ, we live in a world where we hurt one another, where sin divides us on
from another and makes us enemies instead of neighbors.

PEOPLE: Yet we are a people of grace, called by Christ to forgive and repair the rifts betwee
us.

LEADER: The divisions in our world seem like too much to overcome, and we wonder if thi
forgiveness thing really works anymore. Maybe it worked for Jesus, but not for us.

PEOPLE: Yet we are a people of grace, called by Christ to forgive and repair the rifts between us.

LEADER: We find ourselves tempted by easy answers and quick solutions, reticent to do the slow anc
difficult work of reconciliation.

PEOPLE: Yet we are a people of grace, called by Christ to forgive and repair the rifts between
us.

LEADER: In this place, may we encounter Christ who meets us in the places where we want to give up
where we despair that life-giving change is even possible, with abundant grace to sustain us on th
journey.

ALL: God, form us today as people of grace, called by Christ to forgive and repair the rift

Gatherino in Sono and Praver
i ) ) =) =) 4
Opening Prayer (Unison)

Lily Lacy
Liberating God, we worship you. We praise you for delivering your people of old from enslavement in Egypt by
opening up a new and unexpected future before them. They experienced your grace and mercy in awesome and
life-sustaining ways, which must have been like an impossible dream coming true. Through these acts, you
showed your compassion for the weak and powerless of this world. We praise and adore you for opening up a
new future for us when your love and compassion, your mercy and grace became enfleshed in Jesus Chrisl. He
delivered us from the bondage of evil and sin through his death on the cross. The impossible once more became
reality when love defeated evil once and for all. We pray that this time of worship will be a true offering of our
wonder and praise that you should care for us so deeply and so faithfully. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Song Mercy is Falling Praise leam

Scripture Matthew 18:21-85 Lily Lacy

<SNAE s

L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!

Children’s Time Tes Lacy

Pastor Kift

A Life Larger Than the Debl

Messuge

Sharing ol Jov's & Concerns
_ Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our prayers

Pasloral Praver followed by The Lord's Praver

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Musical Offering
“Doxology UMH 94

Offertory Prayer

Merciful Deliverer, you part the waters when we feel trapped and forgive

debts too great to repay. In the face of fear and brokenness, you lead us 7
with compassion and grace. May the gifts we bring today reflect our deep |
gratitude for your mercy. Let them support ministries of reconciliation and
acts of healing, justice, and welcome. Teach us to lead not with judgment,
but with generosity, recognizing that what we have, we hold by your mercy.

Bless these offerings and bless us as stewards of your kin-dom, always

seeking to build a world where grace is not rare but abundant. Amen.



Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (148) / A Life Larger Than the Debt
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost / Matthew 18:21-35 (CEB) / September 13, 2026

Reading (Lectio)

(Matthew 18:21) Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, how many times should I forgive my brother or sister who sins
against me? Should I forgive as many as seven times?”

(Matthew 18:22) Jesus said, “Not just seven times, but rather as many as seventy-seven times.
(Matthew 18:23) Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.

(Matthew 18:24) When he began to settle accounts, they brought to him a servant who owed him ten thousand
bags of gold.

(Matthew 18:25) Because the servant didn’t have enough to pay it back, the master ordered that he should be sold,
along with his wife and children and everything he had, and that the proceeds should be used as payment.

(Matthew 18:26) But the servant fell down, kneeled before him, and said, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I’ll pay
you back.’

(Matthew 18:27) The master had compassion on that servant, released him, and forgave the loan.

(Matthew 18:28) “When that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him one hundred
coins. He grabbed him around the throat and said, ‘Pay me back what you owe me.’

(Matthew 18:29) “Then his fellow servant fell down and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I’ll pay you back.’
(Matthew 18:30) But he refused. Instead, he threw him into prison until he paid back his debt.

(Matthew 18:31) “When his fellow servants saw what happened, they were deeply offended. They came and told
their master all that happened.

(Matthew 18:32) His master called the first servant and said, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt
because you appealed to me.

(Matthew 18:33) Shouldn’t you also have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’

(Matthew 18:34) His master was furious and handed him over to the guard responsible for punishing prisoners,
until he had paid the whole debt.

(Matthew 18:35) “My heavenly Father will also do the same to you if you don’t forgive your brother or sister
from your heart.”

A Life Larger Than the Debt

1. Preface

Forgiveness! It is a word we hear so often when we come to church. We hear that just as Jesus has forgiven us,
we too must forgive others and seek reconciliation.



Forgiving others and seeking reconciliation are good things. However, when we rush into forgiveness
under pressure—or feel that we must restore a relationship all by ourselves—a sense of heaviness may remain in
our hearts. Instead of feeling free, we may find ourselves carrying an even heavier burden.

Why does this heaviness remain even when we are trying to forgive? Does Jesus really intend forgiveness
to become another burden? What does Jesus truly desire for us through forgiveness?

2. Seventy-seven Times

Peter asks Jesus directly: “Lord, how many times should I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me?
Should I forgive as many as seven times?” (Matthew 18:21) Here, Peter is speaking about a concrete
wrongdoing—something another person has done against him.

Jesus replies, “Not just seven times, but rather as many as seventy-seven times.” (v.22) If we tried to
practice this teaching by counting every act of forgiveness, eventually we would lose count.

“Seventy-seven times” also recalls Lamech in Genesis 4:24, where he boasts of vengeance seventy-seven
times over. Lamech imagines vengeance without limit. Jesus overturns that logic and points toward forgiveness
without calculation.

But how can we genuinely forgive those who have wounded us without keeping a tally of what they owe
us? Through the parable Jesus tells next, we discover that forgiveness is not meant to become another burden.
Instead, Jesus invites us to discover a life larger than the debt.

3. Forgave the Loan

Jesus said that the kingdom of heaven is like a king who settles accounts with his servants. (v.23) A servant who
owes ten thousand talents is brought before him. (v.24) Ten thousand talents would represent an astronomical
amount—-billions of dollars in today’s terms.

Jesus wants us to understand immediately that repayment is impossible. The debt exceeds the servant’s
ability to repay it himself. Because he cannot pay, the master orders that the servant, his family, and all his
possessions be sold. (v.25) The servant kneels and pleads, “Be patient with me, and I’ll pay you back.” (v.26) But
he could never repay such a debt. He has nothing left to depend upon except the mercy of his master.

Then something unexpected happens. The master has compassion on him, releases him, and forgives the
loan. (v.27) Notice that the servant asks only for more time, but the master gives something much greater:
forgiveness. The debt is canceled.

We commonly use the word “forgive” both in relationships and in speaking about debt. The Greek word
used here also carries the sense of letting go or releasing. Forgiveness, therefore, contains this powerful image of
release.

The image of debt also helps us understand the sin Peter asked about—a real wrong committed against
another. And before God, we ourselves stand like the servant before the king. We cannot repair everything through
our own efforts. We come before God seeking mercy, and in grace, God releases us from the debt we could never

repay.



How, then, can we apply this image to our own lives? When someone wounds us, the wrongdoing may
leave behind anger, pain, resentment, and the feeling that something is still owed to us. We may wait for an
apology, an explanation, or some form of repayment.

Forgiveness does not mean pretending that the wrong never happened. The act was real. The wound was
real. Rather, forgiveness means that we no longer live as collectors of that debt. We release our grip on what is
owed to us and entrust it to God.

Forgiveness, then, is not only for the other person. Because we have already received God’s grace,
forgiveness can also become a spiritual practice of freedom for our own hearts.

4. One Hundred Coins

The forgiven servant then meets another servant who owes him one hundred coins. He grabs him and demands
payment. (v.28) Compared with ten thousand talents, one hundred coins seems small, but it still represents roughly
three months’ wages. Jesus is not saying that what others do to us is meaningless. The wrong can be genuinely
serious while still being incomparable with the mercy we have received from God.

The second servant begs for mercy, just as the first servant had done. (v.29) But the first servant refuses
and has him thrown into prison. (v.30) When the other servants see this, they are deeply distressed and report it
to the master. (v.31) The master calls him and says, “I forgave you all that debt because you appealed to me.
Shouldn’t you also have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?” (vv.32-33)

Here lies the tragedy of the servant. Only moments earlier, he had received his entire life back—his
freedom, his family, and his future. There was an entire life of grace before him. Yet when he walked outside,
what did he see? One hundred coins. Of all the grace he had just received, his attention became fixed upon what
someone else owed him. Perhaps we sometimes live in the same way.

God has placed people around us who love us, pray for us, encourage us, and walk beside us. Grace
surrounds our lives in ways we may not even recognize. And yet sometimes, a person wounds us. Sometimes that
one person begins to occupy more of our heart than all the people through whom God continues to bless us.

Jesus does not allow the parable to end sentimentally. The master holds the unforgiving servant
accountable. (v.34) Then Jesus warns his disciples that they must forgive their brothers and sisters “from your
hearts.” (v.35)

Grace is freely given, but grace is not without consequence. God takes seriously whether those who have
received mercy become people who practice mercy.

Forgiveness does not mean denying the debt. It means refusing to let that debt rule our hearts. When we

release our grip on what others owe us, we become free to live more fully within the grace God has already given
us.

5. Conclusion



Although I am a pastor, when I reflect on my relationships simply as a person, I realize that there have been
people whom I have found very difficult to forgive. Those relationships have sometimes lingered in my heart and
weighed heavily upon me.

That is why I am deeply grateful for the moments I share with all of you who worship here. I have come
to realize that the people who have wounded me do not deserve more space in my heart than the people through
whom God continues to love and encourage me. Even one person with whom I share genuine spiritual fellowship
is precious to me.

This is part of the grace of God to which I can testify. Forgiveness is difficult. It does not mean that the
wound was insignificant. It does not mean pretending that nothing happened. And forgiveness does not require
us to force reconciliation when reconciliation is not yet possible.

Reconciliation requires people to come together. Forgiveness, however, can begin within our own hearts.
So I hope we can release those debts that continue to trouble our hearts—not because what happened did not
matter, but because God has given us a life larger than the debt.

May we refuse to allow those who have wounded us to occupy more of our hearts than the grace God has
given us. May we see again the people God has graciously placed around us, the love we have received, and the
life that is still before us.

The debt may be real. But God’s grace is greater. May we release what we can no longer collect, receive
again the grace that has already been given, and live freely in the life God has placed before us. And may the
peace of the Lord be with you all. Amen.

Practice (Response)
1. What “debt” am I still holding in my heart because of a wound someone caused me?
2. How might forgiveness help me release what I am owed without denying the reality of my wound?

3. What grace has God already placed in my life that [ may be overlooking because I am focused on the debt?
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