%\;;;\')\ NG FOpR It

“Circle Song Plessed Assurance logether

Penediclion

Pastor Rikl

Thank you for worshiping with us (oday!
You are invited (0 join us for Coffee Hour
and conversations in Fellow slnl) Hall
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“Please stand as you are able at these_‘ places in the services
[.ord, Be Glorified.
Our God Reigns

Preludes

Pastor Rift

Greelings 6 Church Moment _
Linda Lamb

“@all to Worship

LEADER: Easter people, Christ has completed the work of salvation, reconciling us to God
so that we may know eternal life.

PEOPLE: Through Christ, we are made one with God.

LEADER: In life, death, and Resurrection, Christ guides us into eternal life with God here
and now.

PEOPLE: Through Christ, we are made one in God.

LEADER: Through prayer and teaching, healing and serving, Christ draws us together as
the people of God, diverse members of the one body.

PEOPLE: Through Christ, we are made one with God and one another.

LEADER: So, come, let us worship God who saves us into eternal life with God and one
another!

ALL: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Gathering in Song and Prayer

e . . i [ =1
Opening Praver (Unison) Linda Lamb
God of all creation, you formied every person with dignity and grace, giving each of us

unique gifts to share in your world. Send your Holy Spirit to unite us where there is
divisionmisunderstanding, and fear. Heal the wounds of hatred, conflict, and broken
relationships among nations, communities, and churches. Teach us to welcome our
neighbors with compassion and respect, even when we are different from one another.
Through Jesus Christ, reconcile us and make us one people, walking together in peace,
love, and hope. In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.

A Charge (o Reep [ Have

[UMH #4158
Linda Lamb

© First Hymn
Scripture Psalms 21:1-¢
M ANA

L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!

Children’s Message les Lacy

From Communion (o Community

\ [@SSt’lgt’ Pastor Kikt

Song We will keep our Faith alive Paslor Kif|

Sharing of Joy's & Concerns
Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our prayers

Pasloral Praver followed by The Lord's Praver
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory 6 Commitment Cards

Musical Offering  Come, Let Us Worship the King K€l ¢hoir

* Doxology UMH 03

*Offertory Praver

7
N \A\ . KA)
Unifying God of Grace, you have entrusted us with the joy of community
and the calling of witness. As Jesus prayed that we might be one, we brin
these gifts as a sign of our shared commitment to your mission in the
world. L et our giving reflect our love, our unity declare your glory, and ou
generosity embody Christ’'s presence among us. Use these offerings to

strengthen the church, to bless our neighbors, and to glorify your name. In
Christ, we belong to you. In Christ, you are glorified in us. Amen.
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Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (135) / From Communion to Community
Seventh Sunday of Easter / Psalm 21:1-7 (CEB) / May 17, 2026

Reading (Lectio)

(Psalm 21:1) In your strength the king rejoices, O Lord, and in your help how greatly he exults!
(Psalm 21:2) You have given him his heart’s desire and have not withheld the request of his lips. Selah
(Psalm 21:3) For you meet him with rich blessings; you set a crown of fine gold on his head.

(Psalm 21:4) He asked you for life; you gave it to him— length of days forever and ever.

(Psalm 21:5) His glory is great through your help; splendor and majesty you bestow on him.

(Psalm 21:6) You bestow on him blessings forever; you make him glad with the joy of your presence.

(Psalm 21:7) For the king trusts in the Lord, and through the steadfast love of the Most High he shall not be
moved.

From Communion to Community

1. Preface

Recently, there has been quite a bit of good news within our church. We received a grant to support our ministry,
and we also had the opportunity to share the story of a baptism ceremony held at our church, which has become
an inspiring example within the Conference. Furthermore, through not only baptisms but also Confirmation, we
shared a deeply meaningful time together as we witnessed the Holy Spirit dwelling within our young people.

Sharing good news is truly wonderful for fostering fellowship. It also reminds us of the faithful efforts
and prayers of those who worked diligently behind the scenes. As a community in Christ, how should we
commune with God when we encounter such joyful news? By “communion,” I mean a deep spiritual fellowship
and relationship with God. Through our meditation on today’s scripture, I hope that we may prepare for Pentecost
approaching by reflecting more deeply upon the good news God has placed before us.

2. King

As we read today’s scripture, it appears to be a passage praising the king. Why, then, does a king appear so
prominently in this psalm?

In the Old Testament, God often revealed His will through certain individuals—such as prophets, priests,
and kings. Throughout the Bible, we repeatedly see people experiencing the works of God through communion
with Him and responding with praise and thanksgiving.

Today’s passage from the Book of Psalms is likewise a hymn proclaiming the glory of God. Yet when we
read the broader story of scripture, we also discover that God was not pleased when kings or leaders became
arrogant and turned away from His will. Again and again, the Bible reveals the spiritual danger of pride and self-

glory.



If we understand good news merely as personal achievement—as something belonging only to a king or
an individual—then its meaning remains limited. But when we rejoice together and give glory to God as a
community, the story does not end there, because God continues to dwell among His people.

Through Jesus Christ, God deepened and fulfilled the way He communes with humanity. Through the
Holy Spirit, He now communes directly with His people. Through the Spirit, we worship, pray, and praise God
together as the community of the church.

Thus, the movement of salvation history flows from the communion experienced by kings and prophets
toward the Spirit-filled community of the church. Amid this spiritual journey, how does God—who dwells within
us—even now rejoice with us in the good news we have received?

3. In Your Strength, We Rejoice!

The psalmist offers this praise: “Lord, the king rejoices in your strength.” (Psalm 21:1) The psalm begins not by
praising the king’s own power, but by praising God’s strength and salvation. The king does not rejoice merely in
the victory itself; rather, he rejoices because such good news ultimately belongs to God. This reminds us that true
leadership must recognize its dependence upon God’s grace.

The king’s joy comes from recognizing that the triumph was not self-generated. What, then, would happen
if our church also offered praise with this same heart—acknowledging that we did not accomplish these good
things through our own strength alone, but that God has graciously worked through us?

The psalm continues: “You’ve given him his heart’s desire; you haven’t denied what his lips requested.”
(v.2) The phrase “heart’s desire” does not necessarily refer to selfish ambition. When we walk faithfully with
God, our desires gradually become aligned with God’s purposes. As we continue to commune with God, our
hearts slowly begin to desire the things that God desires.

The psalmist then declares: “You welcomed him with favorable blessings and placed a golden crown on
his head.” (v.3) This passage reminds us that it is not we who first approach God, but God who graciously draws
near to us first. Even now, through the Holy Spirit, God is present within our community. But what does the
golden crown symbolize?

The crown represents the calling entrusted by God. In scripture, the crown is not merely a symbol of
privilege, but also of responsibility. In the same way, whenever our church receives blessings or experiences good
news, we are also being entrusted with a greater calling—to share those blessings faithfully and to live them out
responsibly within the world.

The psalm continues: “He asked you for life, and you gave it to him—Iength of days forever and always.”
(v.4) This promise points beyond ordinary human lifespan. In ancient Israel, this verse was often understood as
referring to the enduring kingship promised by God. Yet through Christ, we now see an even deeper meaning
through the hope of resurrection and eternal life.

Then how can our church community experience the resurrection of Christ even today? Through the life
God grants us, the work of faith continues beyond ourselves. Even if, someday in the distant future, this physical
church building were no longer to remain, God would still continue to use the legacy of faith nurtured in this
place. Every prayer shared in this sanctuary, every hymn sung together, every child blessed at this altar becomes
part of the living legacy God continues to carry forward. The prayers, love, worship, and calling we share today
will continue to be passed down from generation to generation.



4. We Shall Not Be Shaken

The psalmist continues by proclaiming that the glory received by the king comes through God’s help and gracious
favor. (v.5) In the same way, we confess that every good thing we experience comes through God’s guidance and
not through glory of our own making. Through this confession, our community is protected from the spiritual
danger of arrogance.

God, who hears our humble yet sincere confessions, never abandons those who continue to turn their
hearts toward Him. Through His presence dwelling within us, we are continually blessed and invited into deeper
fellowship with Him, and our community becomes filled with spiritual joy. (v.6)

Through worship, we gradually come to realize that true joy does not come from material abundance, but
from living within the life-giving presence of God. Because of this, neither abundance nor poverty will ultimately
be able to shake our faith.

On this journey of faith, we place our trust in the steadfast love of the Most High God. This confidence
does not come from the strength or perfection of our own faith, but from the unchanging covenant love of God.
And because we stand within that covenant, we shall not be shaken. (v.7)

5. Conclusion

If our community does not lose its heart for God, then God—who dwells within us through the Holy Spirit—will
never cease guiding and sustaining us. Then, no matter what good news we encounter, arrogance will not shake
us; and even when we face hardships and trials, they also will not overcome us.

With steadfast hearts, we will receive the golden crown God places upon us not as a privilege, but as a
responsibility. We will devote ourselves faithfully to the mission God has entrusted to our community. And
through this journey, we will offer every joy, every blessing, and every good work back to God as an offering of
praise.

As God beholds our confessions, our worship, and our faithful service, He continues to pour His life into
our community. This life is everlasting and abundant. Therefore, the life of faith nurtured through this church will
continue to endure within God’s Kingdom and be carried forward into future generations, becoming part of the
foundation upon which God builds His Kingdom.

As the season of Pentecost approaches, we pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to shape our church into
a true spiritual community. And through this community, may those in our region who long for God’s heart and
will come to encounter His living presence.

Practice (Response)

1. In what ways is our church being called to move from individual achievement toward deeper spiritual unity as
a community in Christ?

2. How can we receive the “golden crown” of God’s blessings not as a privilege, but as a responsibility to serve
others faithfully?



3. What does it mean for us to remain “unshaken” by trusting not in our own strength, but in the steadfast love
and presence of God?
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