Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (122) / Walking Freely, Living Justly
Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany / Micah 6:1-8 (CEB) / February 1, 2026

Reading (Lectio)

(Micah 6:1) Hear what the Lord is saying: Arise, lay out the lawsuit before the mountains; let the hills hear your
voice!

(Micah 6:2) Hear, mountains, the lawsuit of the Lord! Hear, eternal foundations of the earth! The Lord has a
lawsuit against his people; with Israel, he will argue.

(Micah 6:3) “My people, what did I ever do to you? How have I wearied you? Answer me!

(Micah 6:4) I brought you up out of the land of Egypt; I redeemed you from the house of slavery. I sent Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam before you.

(Micah 6:5) My people, remember what Moab’s King Balak had planned, and how Balaam, Beor’s son, answered
him! Remember everything from Shittim to Gilgal, that you might learn to recognize the righteous acts of the
Lord!”

(Micah 6:6) With what should I approach the Lord and bow down before God on high? Should I come before him
with entirely burned offerings, with year-old calves?

(Micah 6:7) Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with many torrents of 0il? Should I give my oldest
child for my crime; the fruit of my body for the sin of my spirit?

(Micah 6:8) He has told you, human one, what is good and what the Lord requires from you: to do justice, embrace
faithful love, and walk humbly with your God.

Walking Freely, Living Justly

1. Preface

Recently, heartbreaking incidents have occurred in which people have lost their lives as a result of harsh
government policies. Enraged citizens have taken to the streets to express their anger, and notably, even high
school students have joined the protests. They chant, “No justice, no peace,” giving voice to fear, grief, and deep
frustration.

As we watch students freely raising their voices and demanding justice, we may feel both pride in their
courage and sorrow over the circumstances that have driven them into the streets. At the same time, hearing their
cries may raise important questions in our hearts: What kind of justice are they demanding? And how can the
Jjustice described in the Bible speak into this tragedy and bring healing rather than more harm?

2. Micah

Today’s passage comes from the prophet Micah, who received and proclaimed God’s word to the people. Micah
grew up in a small rural town called Moresheth (Micah 1:1). Unlike Isaiah, who was closely connected to the



royal court, Micah was not an elite prophet shaped by palace life. Instead, he stood alongside poor and
marginalized farmers and spoke God’s truth from among them.

At that time, the temple was located only in Jerusalem. Many people living there—especially the elite
persons—were deeply anxious about their nation’s decline and believed that as long as they continued offering
sacrifices at the temple, God would guarantee their safety. Through today’s passage, Micah dismantles this false
confidence. Worship without justice is not devotion—it is denial.

So, how does today’s passage describe justice? My hope is that through the justice God proclaims here,
those who are carrying anxiety, anger, and grief may find not condemnation, but comfort and direction.

3. From the House of Slavery

Micah begins by declaring God’s words: “Arise, lay out the lawsuit before the mountains, let the hills hear your
voice.” (Micah 6:1)

The mountains and hills here represent the world—the enduring foundations of creation. Micah delivers
God’s message using legal language. Yet notice something striking: instead of saying that the world should listen
directly to God’s voice, God says that the world should hear our voice. Why would God ask this?

God then speaks through Micah: “Hear, mountains, the Lord’s lawsuit, you enduring foundations of the
earth. The Lord has a lawsuit against his people.” (v.2)

At first, it sounds as though God—the one who governs the world—is about to rebuke and severely punish
his people. But then the tone changes: “My people, what have I done to you? How have I wearied you? Answer
me!” (v.3)

In a legal dispute, showing emotion usually weakens one’s case. Yet God does something unexpected.
God opens his heart. The courtroom becomes personal. This moment reveals that God’s goal is not to win a case
against us—so to speak—but to restore a broken relationship with us.

To restore that relationship, God reminds the people of their shared history:
“I brought you up from the land of Egypt. I redeemed you from the house of slavery. I sent Moses, Aaron, and
Miriam before you.” (v.4) God is saying, “I am the one who gave you freedom. I am the one who brought you
out of slavery.”

So, why does God ask, in verse 1, that the world hear our voices? Because God does not want us to lose
our voice within the freedom he has already given us. Our voice matters precisely because it is a voice that has
first listened to God. Faith is grounded in memory. When we forget our freedom in our relationship with God,
our worship becomes distorted.

God speaks to us with genuine emotion—even choosing vulnerability—because relationship matters more
than victory. As God seems to say here: “You do not earn my justice—you practice it because you were freed.”

4. Do Justice



God continues, explaining how justice is to be practiced within the freedom he has already given:
“My people, remember what King Balak planned and how Balaam responded. Remember your journey from
Shittim to Gilgal.” (v.5)

God reminds them how he turned a curse into a blessing and transformed a desolate path into a land of
promise. In remembering this, the people are meant to understand that God’s righteousness was never about
punishment—it was always about faithfulness.

After hearing this, the congregation responds: “With what should we approach the Lord? What should we
bring when we worship?” (v.6) They wonder whether a calf would be enough, or sheep, or rivers of oil. Then the
question escalates: “Should we offer our firstborn for our wrongdoing?” (v.7)

Here, the people’s thinking moves from animals, to abundance, and finally to human sacrifice. This reveals
a serious misunderstanding—one that still appears in different forms today. While self-giving for the sake of
others can be noble, justice established through violence, destruction, or the sacrifice of innocent lives is never
what God desires. The people assume that God wants more religious offerings, but in truth, God desires a
transformed relationship.

That is why the justice God seeks is not about sacrifice, but about how we live in relationship—with God
and with one another. For us as Christians, this is especially clear because the sacrifice has already been fulfilled
in Jesus Christ.

Listening to the voices of the people, Micah proclaims God’s answer: “The Lord has told you what is
good.: to do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with your God.” (v.8)

Justice practiced only in the name of freedom, without faithful love or humility before God, can easily
lose its direction. That is why Micah holds these together. Justice is guided by faithful love and grounded in
walking with God. It is not freedom lived without responsibility—it is freedom lived maturely and responsibly.

In the United States, when a president is inaugurated, they place their hand on the Bible as a symbol of
humility and accountability before God. It is an aspiration—a reminder that freedom is meant to be exercised
with faithful love and responsibility. Justice, when understood in this way, is not opposed to freedom; it is the
way freedom is meant to be lived under God’s guidance.

5. Conclusion

During the period of colonial rule and the Korean War, many students in Korea lost the freedom to study and
were instead drawn into war and movements for independence. Having learned this history, I feel a deep sense of
sorrow when I see today’s students—our next generation—standing in the streets, raising their voices and calling
for justice. It makes me wonder whether we have truly given them a world worthy of their hope.

At the same time, I am deeply grateful for the teenagers and children in our church who freely and
willingly serve, volunteer, and participate as part of their life of faith. To create a world better than the one we
have inherited, I pray that we will continue to be a faith community that welcomes and nurtures the children who
will come after us, according to God’s will. Because those who experience freedom within God's heart will
practice the justice that He desires.

I hope that when these children—who have formed warm and faithful memories within the love of God—
go out into the world and raise their voices for justice, that their justice will remain free within God’s will, guided
by His presence, and become a living confession of faith—one that practices faithful love and walks humbly with
God.



Practice (Response)

1. How does remembering that God has already brought us out of slavery shape the way we understand and
practice justice today?

2. When we hear voices calling for justice in our world, how can Micah’s call to “do justice, love faithful kindness,
and walk humbly with God” guide our response as people who are already free?

3. In what ways might our worship or faith practices risk becoming distorted if we forget that justice is meant to
flow from relationship with God rather than from fear or anxiety?
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