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*Please stand as you are able at these places in the services

Prelude Hosanna. Christ Is King RCI. hoir
Opening Song Tell Me the Stories of Jesus UMH #277
Paslor Rift

Greelings & Church Moment >
Jeffrey H.

‘Call to Worship

EADER: Lenten travelers, the journey to the cross begins with a procession into
erusalem, a demonstration of Jesus’ saving power.

EOPLE: We come to praise Jesus, the Messiah, the One who saves!
EADER: The crowds line the path and shout “Hosanna! Save us!” as Jesus rides in, not
n a mighty war horse, but on the backs of a donkey and a colt.

EOPLE: We come to call on Jesus, the Messiah, the One who saves!

EADER: The city murmurs, wondering who this person is who demonstrates power
hrough humility, strength without tyranny.

EOPLE: We come to witness Jesus, the Messiah, the One who saves!

EADER: Lenten travelers, will you come on the journey to Jerusalem, following a
essiah who saves us to live after the pattern of the kingdom of God, not the kingdoms
f this world?

LL: We come to follow Jesus, the Messiah, the One who saves!

Gathering in Song and Prayer
‘Opening Praver (Unison)

Humble God, you have shown us the way to enter all the Jerusalems of
this world. You showed us not to enter our lives with fear, but with humility
and courage. As we worship this day, we draw upon your example of
Jesus on that humble donkey, and we raise our palm branches in
rejoicing! We raise our voices, shouting along with your people of every
age, “Hosanna in the highest!” Come and save us this day, O Jesus of
Jerusalem. Amen.

‘Song What Wondrous [Love Is This

9
Mathew 21:1-1
M ANA =

L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!

B R

Children’s Message les Lacy

UMH #2062

Scripture

Jeffrey H.

Jeffrey H.

Pasior Rift

Message Jesus Comes (0 Us

Worship Song Hosanna Pastor Kift

Sharing of Joy's & Concerns
Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our prayers
Pastoral Praver followed by The Lord’s Prayer Pastor Kift
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory Pastor Kift

Offertory Song Into the Garden RCL Choir

‘Doxology UMH 96

PN (Y 4

Life-Giving Spirit, you breathe hope into our valleys of despair

and call forth life where we saw only dry bones. We come today

not out of habit, but out of longing to be part of your work that
restores, renews, and redeems. Take these gifts and use them

to roll away the stones that keep your people bound. Let them ?

Offertory Prayer:

be signs of trust, symbols of resurrection, and tools of
transformation in a weary world. May our offering, like our
living, lean into your Spirit and testify that life—abundant, ?
eternal, and holy—is possible in you. In Christ, who calls us out
of the grave and into your grace, we pray. Amen.
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Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (130) / Jesus Comes to Us
Palm Sunday / Matthew 21:1-11 (CEB) / March 29, 2026

Reading (Lectio)

(Matthew 21:1) As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two
disciples,

(Matthew 21:2) saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there,
with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me.

(Matthew 21:3) If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.”
(Matthew 21:4) This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:

(Matthew 21:5) “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a
colt, the foal of a donkey.’”

(Matthew 21:6) The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.

(Matthew 21:7) They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on.

(Matthew 21:8) A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road.

(Matthew 21:9) The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of
David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

(Matthew 21:10) When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”

(Matthew 21:11) The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Jesus Coming Toward Us

1. Preface

Hosanna in the highest! Today is Palm Sunday, the day Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey. As Easter
approaches, this scene fills us with hope. However, if we see it only as a historical event from the past, Palm
Sunday may not always resonate deeply with our hearts today.

Today’s scripture reveals—through the image of Jesus riding on a donkey—not only what happened then,
but whom He is coming to meet. Through this text, may the “Hosannas” we proclaim today truly reach God. And
as we experience how Jesus’ work of salvation is carried into the world through us, may we prepare our hearts to
celebrate a truly meaningful Easter next week.

2. Donkey



Jesus and His disciples arrived at the Mount of Olives, near Jerusalem. The Mount of Olives held deep symbolic
meaning for the Jewish people, for it had long been associated with the prophecy that the Lord would come from
that place (Zechariah 14:4).

So how would the people of that time have imagined the Lord’s coming from the Mount of Olives? Living
under Roman rule, they longed for a powerful leader—one who would liberate them and restore their nation.

In many ways, we are not so different today. When we pray for our communities—for our nation, for the
world, or for the places where we live—we often hope for a strong and capable leader who can change everything
quickly and decisively.

So, what kind of entrance did Jesus make? At the Mount of Olives, Jesus gave a mission to two of His
disciples (Matthew 21:1). Through this intentional act—rooted in prophecy and carried out through His
disciples—Jesus reveals that He is not merely swept along by events. He walks toward His destiny with purpose.

He said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you. You will find a donkey tied there, with her colt. Untie
them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them
at once” (vv. 2-3).

Here, Jesus quietly reveals His authority as Lord. Yet the authority He exercises is not forceful or
coercive—it is expressed in something as simple as requesting a donkey. This is not the display of power we
might expect, but a different kind of authority altogether.

Why, then, does Jesus choose a donkey? This moment fulfills the prophecy spoken through Zechariah (v.
4). As Matthew records, “Look, your king is coming to you, humble and riding on a donkey” (v. 5; Zechariah
9:9).

The donkey symbolizes not weakness, but a different kind of kingship—a king who rules not through
force, but through humility and peace. In the Old Testament, kings such as Solomon rode a mule during their
coronation as a sign of rightful and peaceful rule. Unlike rulers who rode war horses into battle, this king comes
not to conquer, but to bring peace.

Jesus overturns expectations. God’s salvation does not always appear in power and force—it often comes
in gentleness, humility, and unexpected ways. What, then, is Jesus showing us through this humble entrance?

As Lord, Jesus does not rely on the kind of power—such as military strength—that seeks to change
everything instantly. Instead, as a humble King, He brings transformation through peace. And this peace does not
come all at once. It unfolds slowly, sometimes in ways that feel frustrating to us. Yet even though it unfolds
gradually, it is certain—because it is grounded in God’s truth and providence.

This is how God’s work of salvation moves—faithfully—through the past, the present, and the future.
Therefore, Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on a donkey was not only for the people of that time. It was a moment in
which Jesus, in humility and peace, was coming toward all of humanity. He was entering Jerusalem not only for
that generation, but for every generation—including us today.

3. Hosanna



The disciples did exactly as Jesus instructed (v. 6). They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on
them, and Jesus sat on them (v. 7). As Jesus approached, the people spread their cloaks on the road, while others
cut branches and laid them on the path (v. 8).

At that time, the people understood Jesus to be a political leader who would deliver Israel with power and
strength. So they honored Him as a victorious king by spreading their garments before Him (2 Kings 9:13).
Longing for the glory of David’s kingdom, they cried out: “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (v. 9) They were right in their words—but not
fully in their understanding. Worship can be sincere, even when our understanding is incomplete.

The same may be true for us today. When we struggle to grasp the unexpected way Jesus brings salvation,
we may cry out “Hosanna,” hoping that He will quickly resolve the problems and suffering before us. And that
desire is sincere. Yet when our expectations are not met as quickly as we hoped, we may feel disappointed—and
even find it difficult to experience the joy of Easter. But like the crowd, we do not remain in that place. As we
continue to follow Jesus, our understanding deepens.

When we fix our eyes on the peace that Jesus reveals—the peace of a humble King who holds together
the past, the present, and the future—we begin to see more clearly. And when we lift our voices in “Hosanna” in
alignment with that peace, our hope becomes steady and unshakable. Even though this peace unfolds slowly, it is
certain—because it is grounded in God’s truth.

As we learn to hope in this way, even the challenges that follow Easter will not overcome us. Instead, as
we continue to seek and embody God’s peace together, our lives will be shaped by perseverance, faith, and quiet
joy. And through our shared praise—through our “Hosanna”—we bear witness to the saving work of Jesus, who
is still coming to us.

This is the peace that does not lead to violence, but to transformation. This is the peace through which
God continues His work in the world.

4. Conclusion

The presence of Jesus shakes the established order. And when we truly follow Him, our faith may bring confusion
and even tension into the world. People will begin to ask, “Who is this?” (v. 10)

In response, our faith proclaims that Jesus is both Prophet and Savior (v. 11). And yet, because His work
of salvation is so deep and mysterious, there may be times when we cannot fully explain it.

Still, as Jesus showed us through the image of the donkey, we are called to walk in humility—to pray for
peace, and to continue this journey of faith together. And as we do, those who come asking, “Who is Jesus?”” will
not only hear about Him—they will encounter Him.

Together, we will raise a heartfelt “Hosanna” to the One who comes to us. May the heart of Jesus—who
draws near to us through His Word—take root in our hearts. And may the “Hosanna” we proclaim become not
just words, but a true confession of praise for His saving work.

And through that confession, may we become a stronger community of faith—one that stands together,
even beyond Easter, to face whatever challenges may come, trusting in the peace of Christ who is always coming
toward us.



Practice (Response)

1. When you say “Hosanna” in your own life, what are you hoping Jesus will do for you right now?
Are your expectations shaped more by immediate solutions, or by the deeper peace Jesus brings?

2. Where do you see Jesus coming toward you in humility today?

Through Scripture, people, or ordinary moments—how might Christ already be drawing near to you?

3. How can you participate in carrying Jesus’ peace into the world this week?

In what small, humble ways can your life reflect the presence of the King who comes in peace?
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