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Thank vou for worshiping with us today!
You are inviled (o join us for Coffee hour
and conversations in Fellowship Hall
following worship service.
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“Please Stand as you are able at these places in the services

[ord of the Dance UNH 261

Prelude

61’6.’@.“[135 & Church Moment

“@all to Worship 30b T.

LEADER: Like Abram and Saral, God calls us to go into the unknown, trusting that God's promises
are true.

PEOPLE: Whether we are certain or full of doubts, God blesses us that we may be a
blessing.

LEADER: God sends us into the world to journey by faith, believing that God's blessings are greater
than anything we can imagine.

PEOPLE: Whether the path is straight or winding, God blesses us that we may be a blessing.
LEADER: God gathers us today with trusted companions, those who also follow God's call, even
when it does not make sense to the world around us.

PEOPLE: Whether we journey with friends or feel all alone, God blesses us that we may be a
blessing.

LEADER: As we gather to worship, may we remember that we are God's people, blessed by God to
be a blessing to our world that is hurting and desperately in need of good news.

ALL: God, form us today as a family of faith, that your blessings might flow out of us and into
our world,drawing all people into your promise of abundant life and flourishing. Amen.

Gathering in Song and Praver
* . . —
Opening Prayer (Unison) S0b T.

Gracious God, before Abram became Abraham and before your promises were fulfilled,
you called him to walk by faith among strangers and to become a blessing to others.
Today, you call us to that same faith, Teach us to trust in your mercy, to share your
blessings with those in need, and to stand alongside the poor, the broken, and the
forgotten. May we offer generosity where there is lack, healing where there is pain,
comfort where there is grief, and friendship where there is loneliness. Through
our faith and service, help bring your justice, peace, and love into the world. Amen.

“Song Trust and Obey UNMH 467
Scriplure Genesis 12:1-9 Sob T.

mﬁ‘ﬁ% MM

L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!

Children's Messuge les Lacy

Pastor Rift

.k
Musical ()l"l“ering

* Doxology UMH 94

Message Plessed (0 Be a Blessing Pastor Kift
sSong Draw Me Close Paslor Kifl

Sharing of Jov's & Concerns
Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our prayers

Pasloral Praver followed by The Lord's Praver
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory

The Light of the World R¢I. ¢<hoir

\ \\\‘ . //J

Calling God, you spoke to Abram and set him on a journey, not with full
clarity, but with full trust. You promised blessing—and with it, purpose. We
come now as your people, also journeying by faith, offering these gifts not for
our greatness, but so that your promise might be fulfilled through us: to bless
the world. Use these offerings to build relationships, to mend the broken,
and to draw all families of the earth toward your heart. May our giving reflect
our trust, and may our trust lead us to go where you send, step by step, stage
by stage, into your future. Amen.

Offertory Prayer

Sacrament of Communion Paslor Kifi



Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (138) / Blessed to Be a Blessing
Second Sunday after Pentecost / Genesis 12:1-9 (CEB) / June 7, 2026

Reading (Lectio)

(Genesis 12:1) The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your land, your family, and your father’s household for the land
that I will show you.

(Genesis 12:2) I will make of you a great nation and will bless you. I will make your name respected, and you
will be a blessing.

(Genesis 12:3) I will bless those who bless you, those who curse you I will curse; all the families of the earth will
be blessed because of you.”

(Genesis 12:4) Abram left just as the Lord told him, and Lot went with him. Now Abram was 75 years old when
he left Haran.

(Genesis 12:5) Abram took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all of their possessions, and those who became
members of their household in Haran; and they set out for the land of Canaan. When they arrived in Canaan,

(Genesis 12:6) Abram traveled through the land as far as the sacred place at Shechem, at the oak of Moreh. The
Canaanites lived in the land at that time.

(Genesis 12:7) The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “I give this land to your descendants,” so Abram built an
altar there to the Lord who appeared to him.

(Genesis 12:8) From there he traveled toward the mountains east of Bethel, and pitched his tent with Bethel on
the west and A1 on the east. There he built an altar to the Lord and worshipped in the Lord’s name.

(Genesis 12:9) Then Abram set out toward the arid southern plain, making and breaking camp as he went.

Blessed to Be a Blessing

1. Preface

"Bless you!" This was one of the first blessings I heard at an airport when I sneezed shortly after arriving in the
United States. Today, we use this phrase not only as a religious expression but also as a common social courtesy.
But where did this custom come from?

One common explanation traces it to the outbreak of plague in Europe. During that time, a pope—
traditionally identified as Pope Gregory [—encouraged people to say, "God bless you," when someone sneezed,
offering a prayer for protection from illness.

Regardless of religion, most people say "Bless you" out of concern for life. As those who follow God's
will, how can we understand the nature of blessing? And in the midst of our lives shared with others, with what
kind of heart can we offer them the greeting, "Bless you"?

2. Tower of Babel



As we reflected in last week's message, God resolved to enter a world filled with chaos and be with humanity.
Humanity longs for a stable life amid an unstable and uncertain world. As a result, people naturally seek blessings
in their lives.

How does humanity typically understand blessing? Amid a chaotic and unstable existence, many people
envision wealth, honor, or a specific place that guarantees security as a blessing. That is why Genesis 11, the
chapter immediately preceding today's passage, records the story of the Tower of Babel—a monument built by
human hands in pursuit of security and significance.

As Genesis 11:4 tells us, humanity sought security through the establishment of a city and significance
through making a name for themselves. This desire remains familiar even today.

Yet God confused their language, halted their project, and scattered them across the earth. Humanity
sought blessing by building upward toward heaven. Abram, however, would receive blessing by walking in
obedience with God.

Then, in the following chapter—today's text—God seeks out Abram and speaks words of blessing. What
message does God wish to convey to us regarding blessings through Abram?

3. To Be a Blessing

God said to Abram, "Leave your land, your family, and your father's household for the land that I will show you."
(Genesis 12:1)

Today, many people view the land God promised to Abram—and later promised to Moses—as simply a
stable place flowing with milk and honey, a land of material abundance. Yet Abram already enjoyed a relatively
stable life in Haran, a well-established city. His family was settled there and connected to the surrounding culture
and economy.

Nevertheless, God instructed Abram to leave that stable existence behind. He was told to leave his
homeland, his supportive family, and even the inheritance, status, and future security associated with his father's
household. Following the story of Babel, why would God command Abram to abandon everything and depart?

God did not provide Abram with a map or even a detailed explanation. Instead, He continued with these
words: "I will make you into a great nation and bless you. I will make your name respected, and you will be a
blessing." (v.2)

At that time, Abram was a seventy-five-year-old man with no children, receiving a command to journey
toward an unknown land. Yet the phrase "I will make" places the emphasis entirely on God's action. Abram's
future would not depend upon his own strength but upon God's faithfulness. The promise God made to Abram
depended entirely on God's power.

What did the promise of a great nation signify? And why did God bless Abram? God did not bless Abram
merely for his own benefit. Rather, the blessing carried a missional purpose. God blessed Abram so that Abram
might bless others.

Without a stable foundation, Abram embarked upon his journey relying solely upon God's word. Along
the way, he became a blessing to the people he encountered. That story has been handed down to us through
Scripture.



Since the scattering at Babel, humanity has lived in diverse cultures, languages, and nations. Yet through
this biblical story we are able to perceive the very heart of God. Through Abram's descendants and ultimately
through Christ, God's blessing has reached us as well. Today, we are among those who have been gathered
together by God's heart. It was not through stable wealth, honor, or a particular place that we became God's people.
Rather, we were brought together through the heart and will of God.

The measure of blessing is not merely how many members we have, how much money we possess, or
how comfortable we feel. The blessing God speaks to Abram reveals God's heart. Who is finding hope because
of us? Who is encountering God's love through us? Who is being strengthened, welcomed, or healed through our
ministry? The heart God revealed to Abram continues to be revealed to us through Scripture today.

As God entrusted Abram with a mission, He also promised: "I will bless those who bless you, and those
who curse you I will curse." (v.3) Through this promise, God pledged to protect the mission He had given. And
through that same promise, all the families of the earth—including us—are invited to know the heart of God.

4. The Sacred Place at Shechem

Just as Abram was called to become a blessing for others, we too are called to carry God's blessing into the world.
With what kind of heart can we say, "Bless you," to the people we meet?

Abram heard God's word and departed without delay. (v.4) In Genesis, faith is not primarily intellectual
belief. Faith is obedient trust.

Abram took his family and set out for the land of Canaan. (v.5) Passing through the land, he arrived at the
sacred site at Shechem, by the Oak of Moreh. At that time, the Canaanites were living in the land. (v.6)

Many scholars believe that the Oak of Moreh was an established religious site. It may have been a place
where the inhabitants of the land gathered for worship. In other words, God's promise required Abram to enter
territory already devoted to other gods and spiritual traditions.

If this passage is misunderstood, mission can become an expression of superiority rather than an
expression of God's love. God does not call us to mission because we are better than others.

Like people everywhere, the Canaanites longed for security and stability in an uncertain world. They
worshiped their gods while seeking protection for their lives, families, and agricultural work. Even when God
makes promises, the chaos of reality and the instability of life do not immediately disappear.

The tension between promise and reality begins immediately. Faith must live within the gap between
God's promise and present circumstances. Furthermore, through faith, we are called to bridge that gap and reach
out to those who are enduring anxiety and suffering in the real world. Rather than ignoring them, we stand beside
them. We listen to them. And by becoming channels of God's blessing, we offer not only material assistance but
also hope.

God then promised to give the land not to Abram himself, but to his descendants. (v.7) Faith includes
trusting God's future beyond one's own lifetime. Because God's mission extends far beyond our individual lives,
we must not become discouraged by the visible results of our efforts. The work of God continues even beyond
our generation.



5. Conclusion

Upon hearing God's promise concerning his descendants, Abram built an altar and worshiped. (v.7) Then he
continued moving from place to place, pitching his tent and continuing his journey of faith. (v.8-9)

Abram's story does not end with arrival. The life of faith remains a journey. Our own lives of faith will
likewise remain a journey. The blessing God bestows is not merely a gift. It is God's own life at work within us.

As I reflect on Abram's journey of faith, I am reminded of my own journey. I am deeply grateful to worship
alongside all of you gathered here today. It is not merely through my role as a pastor, nor through this particular
place called Keizer, that I come to discern God's heart and will. Rather, it is through the life we share together.
Through that shared life, I experience God's blessing and offer my confession of faith.

As we continue walking the journey God has prepared for us, I pray that through our worship and
fellowship we may experience the true and sincere heart of God. And having experienced that blessing, may we
bless one another. May we warmly extend God's blessing to all who long for it. Bless you.

Practice (Response)
1. What sources of security or stability am I tempted to trust more than God's promises?
2. In what ways has God blessed my life so that I may become a blessing to others?

3. Who in my community might need hope, encouragement, or companionship, and how is God calling me to
walk alongside them this week?
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