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“Please stand as you are able at these places in the services
[.ove the l.ord Praise Band
Jesus Loves me Praise Band
Pastor Kift
Lily Lacy

Prelude
Opening Song

Greefings & Church Moment
“Call to Worship

us alone on this journey of faith.

PEOPLE: God gives us the Spirit, our Advocate and Helper.

LEADER: The Spirit lives in and among us, pointing us all toward the way, the truth, and the
life of Jesus.

PEOPLE: God gives us the Spirit, our Guide and Guardian.

LEADER: The Spirit draws us into God's story, showing us how to cooperate in writing
God's dream into reality.

PEOPLE: God gives us the Spirit, our Dream-Giver and Story-Keeper.

LEADER: Easter people, God's story abides in you, calling you to live as co-creators of
love and abundant life.

ALL: We come to worship God and listen for the Spirit who inspires, guides, and
helps us join in God's story, until God's kingdom comes on earth as it is in heaven.

Gatherino in Sono and Praver
* . ) (a9 ) J
Opening Prayer (Unison)

God of all time and space, you initiated the relationship of love and generosity with
creation at a time before and beyond all knowing. Through the Word and the Spirit,
you continue in eternal love for all beings. Fill us with a deep and abiding awareness
of your presence, your call, and your grace in our lives and in our world. Shape us
into the people you have made us to be — poured out in creative mercy for the sake
of Jesus Christ in all creation. Amen.

Lily Lacy

als

“Song Spirit Song Praise Band
Scripture John 14:15-21 Lily Lacy

@M ANA

L: The word, inspired by God, for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God!

Children’s Message les Lacy

Message Born of Love, Sustained by the Spiri Pastor Kifi
Song You are My Ring Praise Band

saplism & Confirmation Sacrament Jeffery H. & Ernesto M.

Sharing of Joy's & Concerns
Joys response:
Thanks be to God
Concerns response:
Lord, hear our prayers

Pasloral Praver followed by The Lord's Praver
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory 6 Commitment Cards

Yel | Believe. RCL. Choir

UUNH 94
,
Ry

Abiding Spirit of Love, you have not left us orphaned. Even in our
uncertainty, you draw near, whispering truth, stirring memory, teaching u
to live as those who know we are loved. As Jesus offered himself in love
and obedience, so we offer these gifts today—not out of obligation, but a

signs of our love and trust. Take them, bless them, use them—to remind the
world that Christ’s story abides in us. May your Spirit strengthen us to live
what we give and give what we believe. In the name of the one who
promised never to leave us. Amen. (John 14:15-21)

Musical ()1“1"@[’1113‘
* Doxology

*Offertory Praver

S i ) S .
(losing Hymn Forever Praise Band



Keizer Clear Lake UMC Preaching Note (134) / Born of Love, Sustained by the Spirit
Sixth Sunday of Easter / John 14:15-21 (CEB) / May 10, 2026

Reading (Lectio)
(John 14:15) “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
(John 14:16) I will ask the Father, and he will send another Companion, who will be with you forever.

(John 14:17) This Companion is the Spirit of Truth, whom the world can’t receive because it neither sees him nor
recognizes him. You know him, because he lives with you and will be with you.

(John 14:18) “I won’t leave you as orphans. I will come to you.
(John 14:19) Soon the world will no longer see me, but you will see me. Because I live, you will live too.
(John 14:20) On that day you will know that I am in my Father, you are in me, and I am in you.

(John 14:21) Whoever has my commandments and keeps them loves me. Whoever loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

Born of Love, Sustained by the Spirit

1. Preface

Happy Mother’s Day! Today is a day to remember a mother’s love. What was a mother’s love like for you? As I
reflect on today, I sometimes find myself thinking back to those warm days when I lived in my mother’s embrace,
sheltered from many of life’s worries.

Having grown up as a pastor’s child, I spent much of my childhood listening to Bible stories while resting
in my mother’s arms. Many of us may carry memories like these in our hearts. And as we celebrate Mother’s Day
and reflect upon those times, we may find ourselves longing once again for that warmth and sense of peace.

As we grow older, however, we eventually leave the embrace of our parents and begin walking our own
paths in life. Even so, how can we continue remembering the love we once received? How can that love remain
with us after we have left home?

Through today’s scripture passage, Jesus teaches us that love does not disappear simply because physical
changes happen. Rather, through the Holy Spirit, love becomes an abiding presence that remains with us always.
And perhaps, through this love of Christ, we may come to recognize more deeply the love that God first allowed
us to experience through those who raised us.

2. Commandments

In today’s passage, Jesus begins by speaking these words: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”
(John 14:15) Whenever the Bible speaks about love, commandments often appear alongside it. Yet the word
“commandment” can sound rigid and burdensome. And when we think about the love of our parents, we may
remember not only warm moments, but also moments that felt strict, disciplined, or demanding.



If we look back to John 13:34, however, Jesus makes this commandment very simple: “Love each other
just as I have loved you.” Then why does Jesus still use the strong word “commandment”?

When many of us think about commandments in the Bible, we think first of the Ten Commandments given
through Moses. Having lived in slavery for generations within Egypt, the people of Israel were surrounded by the
religious practices and values of Egypt. Their faith was constantly pressured by the world around them. Therefore,
through Moses, God gave the commandments so that His people would not lose the relationship they had with
Him.

Among those commandments was the instruction to honor one’s father and mother. This was not merely
a moral teaching about family behavior. Rather, families became one of the primary places where the heritage of
faith was preserved and passed down from generation to generation.

The love described in the Bible—as well as the love of our parents—can sometimes feel firm, much like
a commandment. Yet it is often through that very steadfastness that faith is preserved and carried forward in a
world that does not always know God.

The love and reverence for parents spoken of in Scripture are not merely emotional responses, but
practices through which faith is remembered and sustained. In this sense, the commandment is not merely a set
of rules, but relational faithfulness.

3. Companion

As we grow older, we eventually leave the embrace of our parents and begin walking our own path. In the same
way, Jesus, after speaking these words to His disciples, would soon ascend into heaven. Yet how can we continue
walking faithfully with Jesus after His physical departure?

Jesus says: “I will ask the Father, and he will send another Companion, who will be with you forever.”
(John 14:16) In the original Greek, the word “ask” used here carries the sense of an intimate request made within
a close relationship—even within a family. Jesus is not pleading from a position of weakness. Rather, He speaks
as the Son who is in loving relationship with the Father. This is not a relationship of distance or fear, but one of
loving cooperation.

The Companion whom the Father sends remains with us forever. This stands in contrast to Jesus’ physical
departure. Why, then, does Jesus depart? Jesus’ departure is not absence—it is transition.

Jesus came to restore the relationship between God and humanity. While He was physically on earth, His
presence was limited to one place and one moment in history. Yet God’s love is too great to remain confined to
a single place. Therefore, through the coming of the Holy Spirit, the presence of Christ would no longer be limited
physically, but would dwell with believers everywhere.

Jesus continues: “The Companion is the Spirit of Truth. The world cannot receive Him because it neither
sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, because He lives with you and will be in you.” (John 14:17) Then
Jesus gives this promise: “I will not leave you as orphans.” (John 14:18) Although the world would soon no longer
see Jesus physically, His disciples would continue to encounter Him through the presence of the Holy Spirit.

During times of transition, we often experience emotional and spiritual unease. The same is true within
families. When children grow up and begin living independently, parents naturally worry about them; and the



children themselves often feel anxiety as they step into responsibility and uncertainty. For this reason, Jesus
repeatedly reassures His disciples that He will not abandon them.

Jesus does not forsake us. Rather, through the Holy Spirit, He remains present with us in a new and deeper
way. Through the Spirit, He invites us into resurrection life—a life sustained not by fear, but by His abiding
presence.

4. I am in You

What happens when we participate in this resurrection life through the Holy Spirit? Jesus says: “On that day you
will know that I am in my Father, you are in me, and [ am in you.” (John 14:20)

This is not merely symbolic language. Jesus speaks of a true spiritual union—a life in which God dwells
with His people through the Holy Spirit. And today, we gather here to bear witness to that union before the world.

Through today’s Confirmation Ceremony, two young people who have grown within the love of their
families and this church community take another step in their journey of faith according to God’s calling upon
their lives.

The love they have received through their families and through this church community will take root in
their hearts like a commandment—not as a burden, but as a form of relational faithfulness. Within that love, they
confess their love for Jesus; and through today’s Confirmation, they publicly affirm the work of the Holy Spirit
already moving within them.

As they continue growing in faith, they will come to know more deeply the love of God revealed through
Christ, and they will grow into the spiritual union Jesus describes in today’s passage. And within that union, Jesus
will reveal Himself through their lives. (John 14:21)

5. Conclusion

The two young people receiving Confirmation today have grown within the love of their families and this church
community. And today, through this sacred moment of Confirmation, they take another step in their journey of
faith as they affirm the presence of the Holy Spirit dwelling within them.

One day, they will leave the embrace of both family and our church and begin walking their own paths in
the world. Yet through the Holy Spirit present among us today, the love once known through physical presence

will become an abiding presence that remains with them wherever they go.

Even when the world does not fully understand them, the love they have received through family, our
church, and Christ will continue bearing witness to the God who walks beside them.

Through the presence of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit dwelling within them, may they become
people through whom love spreads into the world. Amen.

Practice (Response)



1. In what ways have the love and guidance we received from others helped us recognize God’s abiding presence
in our lives?
2. How is the Holy Spirit inviting us to remain faithful to Christ’s commandment to love one another?

3. As we grow and enter new seasons of life, how can we continue trusting that Jesus does not leave us as
orphans, but walks with us through the Holy Spirit?
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